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PREFACE. 



A shcyrt time since, the author prepared a little work on Ancient 
Greece, which is now before the public. As the preface to that 
work would not be inappropriate to this, the author inserts it as ex- 
planatory of his views in the compilation of the following pages. 

" The following pages are not intended for mere children, or grave 
scholars. The first would not comprehend them, and the last would 
bestow upon them only a sneer. I have imagined myself sur* 
rounded by an audience' of boys and girls about ten or twelve years 
of age, and to these, or such as these, I address my story. If in 
talking of a classical age, I have sometimes used colloquial or 
commonplace terms ;'if I have illustrated the adventure of Hercules 
and the Nemean Lion by a reference to Putnam and the Wolf: if I 
have brought Athens and Sparta into homely comparison with our 
own republic, and subjected even Jupiter to the test of our yankee 
morality; I beg the critical reader to consider two things; first, 
who I am, and second, who I am talking to. 

I speak not as a scholar, in these pages, bul as a plain man,- 
addiessing those who are yet ignorant of the subject, and who will 
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lend their imagination to a simple narration of what has passed in 

a remote age. While it is my endeavor to amuse, I would not let 

any opportunity escape to communicate knowledge, and implant 

principles of virtue in the hearts jo£ my young listeners. I attempt 

only to give them an outline of the history of Greece, and enaUe 

them to form some tolerably just estimate of the people who figure 

in the pages of her history. If the result should be only that I 

haye interested my readers, and awakened curiosity that shall lead 

to &rther reading, and a more careful study of the subject, my 

expectations will be abundantly fulfilled. It is only necessary for 

me to add, that I have occasionally taken a sentence, or passage 

firom other writers, without marking it in quotations. If therefore 

tiie reader discovers any thing in the volume which does not suit 

my humUe qtuH, I beg them to give Groldsmith or Grillies credit 

for it 

PETER PARLEY." 

NOTE. 
It is perhaps proper to say that a part of this volume has been 
written by a friend, in the absence of the author, on account of ill 
liealth« 
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CHAPTER I. 

Jlhottt Italy, Ss aUuation. Baundaries. Extent. Shape. 
Direction from various countries. Seas, Gvlfs, Ur 
ands. Kingdoms. Rivers, Mountains, Lakes, Cape$. 
Towns. 

1. Italt is, at the same time, one of the most beau- 
tiful, and most famous countries in the world. It has a 
charming climate and fine scenery, and produces many 
delicious fruits. It has also been the scene of many 
remarkable events, and was the seat of the most power- 
ful empire of antiquity. 

2. In the following pages I propose to describe this 
country as it now is, and then relate its story, from the 
earliest ages, to the present time. I propose to tell you 
of the mountains, and rivers, and lakes, and cities; of 

1. What of Italy? How many yean is it since RomQ was 
founded ? 
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the inhabitants; their manners, customs, and religion; 
and thus having given you an idea of the condition of 
the country, I propose to carry you back two thousand 
five hundred years, and beginning with Romulus, pro- 
ceed to detail the wonderful stor^ of Ancient Rome and 
Modern*Italy. 

3. If you will look on the map attached to this vol- 
ume, you will perceive that Italy is a long, narrow 
peninsula, lying between the Mediterranean sea on the 
west, and the Gulf of Venice and Adri&tic sea on the 
eastr It is about seven hundred miles in length, and 
about three hundred and fifty miles in width at the 
northern part. In the middle, it is about one hundred 
and forty miles wide. This peninsula lies in a direction 
nearly northwest and southeast, and in shape is im- 
agined to resemble a boot, of which the kingdom of 
Naples forms the foot and ankle, and several other 
divisions the leg, 

4. The northern boundary of Italy is formed by a 
lofly range of mountains, called the Alps, whose tops 
are covered with everlasting snow. These separate it 
from France, on the northwest; Switzerland and 
Germany, on the north, and Austria, pn the east. 

6. The Adriatic sea separates Italy from Turkey and 
Greece, fe the south, lies the Mediterranean' sea, 

3. What is the shape of Italy ? Where is it situated ? Len^rtfa? 
Width of the northern part ? Southern part ? In what direction 
does it lie ? What does it resemble in shape ? 4. What of the Alps f 



AND MODERN ITALY. 11 

and beyond, the shore of Africa. A part of the Medi- 
terranean sea hes between Italy and Spain. Italy lies 
in a direction almost exactly east of Boston, New York^ 
.or Philadelphia, and is about southeast from England. 
It is nearly four thousand miles from the United States, 
but London is not more than seven or eight hundred 
miles from Rome. 

6. Before we proceed farther, I request the reader to 
study the map, so that he may be able to answer the 
following questions. I believe the book will be found 
more interesting to the pupil, after he has made himself 
acquainted with the shape of the country, and the situ- 
ation of the mountains, rivers and towns. 

» 
5. Where is the Adriatic sea ? What direction from Italy is the 

Mediterranean sea? Direction of Italy from Boston, New York or 

Philadelphia ? From England ? Distance from the United States ? 

From London ? 



Qiuationt tm the Map. 

Where is the Adriatic sea ? Where is the Tuscan sea ? The Medi* 
terranean sea ? Gulf of Venice ? Gulf of Genoa ? Gulf of 
Taranto ? Gulf of Naples ? Gulf of Salerno ? Gulf of Policastro ? 
Gulf of Trieste ? Gulf of Squillace ? Gulf of Cagliari ? Gulf of 
Parma? Gulf of Oristagni? Gulf of St. Fiorenzo? Gulf of 
Valine© ? Gulf di-Porto ? Gulf of Ajaccio? Where are the straits 
of Messina ? Where are the straits of Bocifacio ? What range of 
mountains in the north of Italy ? What part of Italy is bordered by 
one comer of France ? What part of Italy is bordered by Switzer- 
land ? Where is Italy bounded by a part of Germany ? What part 
of Italy is bounded by a portion of Austria ? Where is the island of 
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8ieily? Oorrioa? Sardinia? Where are the Lipari ialaiids? 
Where la Malta? Elba? How is Naples bounded? Statesoftiw 
Churehl Tuscany? Modena^ Parma? Lombardyaad Venice? 
Kingdom of Sardinia ? 

Tell which way the following rivers flow, and where they emp^ ? 
Tiber, Po, Arno, Voltumo, Bradimd, Basiento, Ofanto, Bifemo, 
Oaagas, Paaeara, Adige, Piaya, Adda, Ame, Ombrone, Tasi, Mamuiy 
Platina. 

Where are the Appenines? Through what- divisions of Italy 
do they extend ? 

Where is Mt. Etna ? Mt. Vesuvius ? 

Where are the following lakes ? Perugia, Garda, Gomo, Maggiorty 
Ceiano. 

Where is C. di Luea ? C. Spartivento ? C. Rinuto ? C. Pao- 
saro? C. Hero? C. (xargano? C. Tentado? C. Carbonara? 
C. Corso? 

Where is Rome ? In what direction from Rome and in what 
division of Italy are the following towns ? Milan, Florence, Naples, 
Messina, Parma, Modena, Tiirin, Venice, Verona, Lucca, Pisa, 
Taranto, St. Marino, Cagliari, Bastia, Palermo, Syracuse, Bonifacio, 
Ajaccio, Porto Vecchio, Pavia, Bologna, Ancona, Tivoli, Salerno, 
Oroieto, Manfredonia, Catania, Ravenna, Piacenza, Leghorn, Ponte 
Corvo, Alessandria, Salazzo, Vicenza, Genoa, Padua, Pescara, 
Aquila, Otranto, Benevento, Corte, Como, Savona. 



CHAPTER II. 

JGngdom of Naples. Sicily. Appeninet. Mi. VenvmuM. 

1. The kingdom of Naples lies at the southern ex*- 
tremity of Italy, and consists of two parts; 1st. that 

1. Where js the kingdom of 'Naples? Division? Government? 
King? 
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Vfhich lies upon the ixeninsula, and ^n4. th^ large lalmA 
pf Sicily. This kingdom is under ^h^ ggY^mment «f 
one monarch, who is sometimes styled, ^e king of tbff 
tvo Sicilies. 

2. The continental part of this kingdom is two hun- 
ted and eighty miles in length if measured froni tbo 
heel, and three hundred and sixty miles if measured 
from the toe. It is in extent about equal to the state of 
Pennsylvania. 

3. Sicily is two hundred and fifteen miles in length, 
and little more extensive than the state of Vermont. 
T%e population of the whole kingdom is about seven 
n^llion; about two million of which belong to Sicily. 

4. The Appenine chain of mountains extends through 
the whole of Naples, including the island of Sicily, 
These are not as elevated as the Alps, but one of the 
peaks near the northern boundary of the kingdom, is 
eight thousand seven hundred and ninety feet high. 
This is about one hundred and fifty feet higher than Mt. 
Washington in New Hampshire. 

5. Many of the Appenipes are covered with trees to 
the very top; others are cultivated, and some are 
entirely divested of forest. There are several road^ 

2. Length of the continental part measured from the heel? 
Measured from the toe? Extent? 3. Length of Sicily ? I]jctent? 
Population of Sicily ? 4. What of the Appenines ? Height of one 
of the peaks ? How much higher is it than Mt. Washington ? 
5- What of the Appenines ? Roads over them ? 
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over these mountains, and many towns and villages are 
situated upon their slopes, or in the vallejs between 
them. 

6. There are four volcanoes in this kingdom which 
deserve particular notice. Mt. Vesuvius is situated at 
the distance of about six miles from Naples, in a south- 
easterly direction. It lifts its summit above the horizon 
in such a manner, that the inhabitants of that place look 
across the beautiful bay, and see its smoke ascending to 
the clouds, or its fires lighting up the sky. 

7. The lower part of this celebrated mountain is 
covered with villages and country seats, fields of maize, 
groves of trees, and other luxuriant productions. There 
are vineyards bending with grapes; fig trees and orange 
trees, stooping with their burden of fruit; beside olive 
trees and many others which only grow in a warm and 
beautiful climate. 

8. As you ascend the mountain to the distance of two 
or three miles, the prospect changes. The cultivated 
regions cease, and all appears bleak and desolate. In 
some places^ the ground is covered with lava, which in 
former ages has run~ down the sides of the mountain in 
a red, burning torrent. But these streams are now cold, 
and appear only like rough masses of blackish ston.e. 

9. At length, you reach the top of. the mountain. 
This is a kind of plain, in the centre of which is a wide 
crater, through which the smoke, flame, and ashes- 

6. Yolcanoes? YeBuyiua? 



AND MODERN ITALT. 15 

aBcend into the air, and from which the lava is poured 
out upon the sides of the mountain. 

10. Vesuvius is three thousand seven hundred and 
ninety one feet above the level of the sea. It continues 
at all times to send fbrth smoke from its top, as- if there 
were a vast manufactory, perpetually at work in the 
bowels of the earth, and this were the chimney by which 
the smoke escapes. But at certain intervals of time, 
ashes are thrown from the crater, in such prodigious 
quantities as to fill the sky like a cloud, and descend in 
showers upon all the neighboring country for miles 
around. 

1 1 . Sometimes, too, terrible rumblings are heard in the 
mountain, Jike the rapid discharge of artillery, or the 
deep bellowing of distant thunder. Sometimes, a 

.blazing column of fire shoots up to the very sky, shed- 
ding on every object around, a red and frightful glare. 

12. At night, the scene is terrible. The-mountain and 
Talley, _the sea and city seem on fire. The sky, too, 
is lighted up, and a heavy cloud of black smoke, that 
sails away in the distance, seems like mingled light and 
darkness. But suddenly the vast pillar of flame ceases, 
and appears to drop down into the crater. 

13. The most complete darkness folhnvs for a time, but 
soon an intense light is seen on the top of the mountain; 
the lava begins now to gUsh out, and large rocks, heated 
to redness, are hurled high into the air, then descending 
ia bending lines to the earth. 

14. The lava now comes down the sides of the 
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Qdountain like a flood, overturning every thing that resista 
its progress; it rapidly descends, covering the cultivated 
fields, blasting the orchards and spreading desolation 
ground. Sometimes it reaches the villages, and over* 
whelms them with the burning mass. 

15. Such is an eruption of Vesuvius, which occasion- 
ally happens. One of the most dreadful occurred in 
1794. The lava, at that time, covered and totally de- 
stroyed five thousand acres of rich viueyards and culti- 
vated land, and drove the inhabitants of Torre del Greco 
from the town; most of the houses being either burned, 
or so injured as to be uninhabitable. The damage done 
in the neighboring vineyards by the ashes, was immense. 

16. Man/ other terrible eruptions of this volcano are 
recorded in history. In the year 79, about one thousand 
seven hundred and fifly years ago, two towns, then 
belonging to the Roman empire, called Herculaneum 
and Pompeii, were buried by the stones, ashes, and 
other substances thrown from the crater of Vesuvius. 

17. These places were situated .at the foot of the 
mountain, and appear to have been so suddenly over- 
whelmed, as to give the inhabitants no opportunity of 
escape. Within a few years, a large number of work- 
men have been employed to clear away the ashes and 
other rubbish which covered these places. 

18. About one fourth part of Pompeii has been 

16. Describe the eruption of 79. 17. What of Herculaneam 
SQd Pompeii? 18. Describe the present appearance of Pompeii. 
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cleared ; it has narrow paved streets, with stone buildings 
of one or two stories high. It ^eems to resemble a 
modern Italian town; and as it was built more than 
one thousand seven hundred and fifly years ago, it ap- 
pears, that the style of building in ancient times, was 
similar to that of the present day. 

CHAPTER III. 

LipaH islands. Volcanoes, Stromholi, Etna, Towns 
and villages around. Ascent to the top. View ofMaltOy 
Italy, and other surrounding objects. The craier, 

1 . The Lipari islands are about ten in number, and 
lie near the northern coast of Sicily. They contain a 
population of fifteen thousand persons. The two most 
remarkable islands are Stromholi and Volcano, each of 
which contains a volcanic mountain. That of the latter 
is about half a mile in height, and never ceases to send 
forth smoke and flame from its top. 

S. Stromholi consists chiefly of a volcanic mountain, 
in constant activity from time immemorial, having two 
summits, one of them about three thousand feet in height. 
The eruptions last but a few moments at a time, but 
recur again at short intervals; the flames, seen by night 
at a great distance being of great service to navigators, 

1. What of the Lipari islands ? What of the island of Volcano ? 
2. Describe Stromholi. What is it called by navigators ? 

2 



MiuoCwlMdnl. 
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have procured for this island tlie name of the great 
lighthouse of th^ Mediterranean. 

3. But the most remarkable volcano of Italy and per- 
haps the most famous in the world is that of Etna in the 
island of Sicily. Its top is nearly eleven thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, and in a clear day, it may be 
distinctly seen at the distance of one hundred and iifly 
miles. No less than' thirty two eruptions of this moun- 
tain are recorded in history, and it is said that immense 
rocks have been thrown from the crater to the height of 
seven thousand feet, and have fallen at the distance of 
thirty miles from the top of the mountain. 

4. At the time of an eruption, nothing can exceed the 
awful sounds which fill the bowels of the mountain ^d 
shake the whole island. The lava overflows, and like a 
river descends, spreading desolation on every side. 
Daring an eruption which happened in the year 1669, 
the streams of lava, which issued from the crater, de- 
stroyed no less 4han twenty-seven thousand persons. 

5. The smoke is always issuing from the top of Mt. 
£tna, but the eruptions only^take place at long intervals. 
It is therefore perfectly safe for people to ascend the 
mountain and look into the crater. 

6. In going from the foot of the mountain to the top, 
a person must travel about thirty miles. The lower parts 



3. What is the height of Mt. Etna ? What is said of it ? 4. De* 
scribe an eruption. What of the eruption in 1669 ? 6. Describe 
the lowest portion of Mt. Etna. 
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are thickly inhabited, there being upon them no less 
than seyenty-seven towns and villages, besides numerous 
monasteries. These include a population of one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand persons. . The fields are 
covered with green pastures, cornfields, vineyards, and 
fruit trees of every description. Nothing can exceed 
the luxuriance and beauty of nature in this portion of 
the mountain, which covers an extent of about fifteen 
miles from its base. 

7. After this fertile region is past, you come to an 
uncultivated, but rugged belt of land, extending around 
the mountain. This is covered with trees, and the air 
which in the lower parts is exceedingly hot, is here cool 
and refreshing. You will here find a chestnut tree which 
IS very celebrated for its bulk, the trunk being one hun- 
dred and ninety-six feet in circuit. 

8. Beyond this second zone or belt, is a third, which 
is totally destitute of vegetation, and presents a dreary 
and almost terrific aspect. The ascent is steep, rugged 
and difficult, and when you arrive at tb^ top, you find 
the peaks covered with broad patches of snow and ice. 

9. The air is exceedingly cold, but you scarcely heed 
it, for before you, is the horrid crater of the most famous 
volcano in the world, and around you, is one of the most 
extensive and sublime prospects which can be presented. 

10. To the south, at the distance of one hundred and 

7. What of the uncultivated or woody district ? 8. What of Urn 
third reirion ? 9. What is before you in this region ? 
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fifly miles, you may have a faint view of Malta. To 
the northeast, is the southern extremity of Italy with the 
range of the Appenines, passing through its centre. 
Ail around you is the distant sea, and helow, lies the 
beautiful island of Sicily, unrolled like a map, and streak- 
ed by rivers, studded with mountains, and dotted with 
multitudes of towns, villages, and cities. 

1 1 . If these views are beautiful, the yawning crater 
of the volcano is terrific in an equal degree. It is 
about one third of a mile across, and the smoke issuing 
from various cavities, points out the channels, by which 
the bubbling lava has gushed forth to desolate and des- 
troy. Such is Etna, and no person can visit it but with 
feelings of awe. 

■ 

CHAPTER IV. 

Rivers of Naples, Cliinale, Vegetation. Sheep. Silk. 
Wine. Fruity Vessels. Travelling in Sicily. Inhabit 
tants. Dwellings. Coral Fisheries. Palermo. Mes- 
sina. Syracuse. Cave of Dionysius. 

\. There aile no large rivers in the kingdom of 
Naples; but small streams are perhaps more beautiful 
than large ones and there are many of these in the con- 

10. What can you see from the top of Mt. Etna? 11. Describe 
die crater. 
1. What of the rivers of Naples? 
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tinenta] part of the country, as well as in the island of 
Sicily, They descend from the steep mountains, leaping 
and sparkling like the rivulets of N«w Hampshire knd 
Vermont. Many of them present charming cascades, 
and others flow gently through the cultivated valleys, 
and amidst hills whose elopes are covered with vineyards 
and groves of lemon and orange trees. 

2. The climate of the low countries is like that of 
Georgia, or Alabama. Snow never blla, except among 
the mountains. The days are often excessively hot, hut 
the nights are refreshed by sea breezes. Sometimes 
the air is very chilly at night, ^d the inhabitants are 
obliged to be provided with thick cloaks. 

3. There is an indescribable richness of vegetation 
throughout the kingdom. Although the inhabitants are 



I. Vegetation^ ProductionaP What af the Olive 
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'indolent, and cultivate the land poorly, still the country 
abounds in delicious and useful productions. A great 
deal of maize and wheat are produced upon the continent; 
upon the former the common people almost entirely sub- 
sist, while the latter is sent abroad for sale. Olive trees 
abound; and from the fruit, a great deal of olive oil is 
made, and is exported to various places. 

4. The inhabitants of the continent have large flocks 
of sheep, which are chiefly kept upon the mountains. 
They pay great attention also to the raising of silk- 
worms, which produce large quantities of silk. Much 
of this is sold in France, and then manufactured into 
cloth. 

5. A great deal of wine is made in diflerent parts of 
the kingdom, and particularly in Sicily, Oranges, lem- 
ons, figs, and almonds are raised in the latter for export- 
ation. Honey is produced in abundance, and that of 
Hybla near Melelli, has been celebrated for hundreds 
of years. 

6. Nothing can be more delightful than a visit to the 
beautiful and fruitful island of Sicily. I have myself 
been there and tasted the delicious grapes and s^eet 
oranges which grow on every hand. Many vessels go 
from the United States to the towns of Messina, Paler- 
mo and Syracuse, for the purpose of getting wines, oil, 

4. What of sheep? Silkworms? 5. What of wine? Fruit? 
Homy? 6. Why do vessels go to Sicily ? What will delight a 
traveller in Sicily ' 
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and various fruits. Perhaps my reader may chance to 
go in one of these vessels, to Sicily, and see the country 
I have been describing. 

7. On his arrival, he will be delighted with Uie warm, 
clear weather, and the charming aspect of the hills and 
valleys. He will look with wonder and admiration upon 
the smoking top of Mt. Etna, and if he rides, or ram- 
bles into the country, he will look with great pleasure 
upon some of the beautiful little villages and fine country 
seats and dashing rivers. 

8. He will not, however, look with equal pleasure 
upon the inhabitants. They have, black eyes, black 
hair, and an olive complexion. They would be good 
looking, were it not that they are so meanly clad. They 
are generally very ignorant, for there are no schools 
for the common people. There are some who live in 
great luxury^ but the greater part are miserably poor. 

9. Their, dwellings are wretched in the extreme; the 
people generally sleep on the ground, and a family 
possessing the luxury of a bed, are thought rich. 
Their food is also very miserable, and they have seldom 
enough of it. 

10. Before you leave Sicily, you should pay a visit to 
the coral fisheries. These are extensive and valuable. 
The coral grows in the sea at a considerable depth, and 
the fishermen have machines for breaking it off, and 

«B^»^.^»^^— ^b— I m^ m^ 11 ■ M l ■* I I — 1^^— ^^i^^i— I— ^1 I ■^^— — — ^»i— ■■■ M^— ^^^^»^ I I ■.■■■■ n il — — ^i^^ 

8. Describe the people of Sicily; 9. Their dwellingai Food ? 
10. What of coral fisheries ? Coral ? 
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bringing it up. It is of three kinds, white, red and 
black. The red is the most used, but the black is the 
most rare and costly. The coral obtained on the coast 
of Sicily, is sent to England and France, and large 
sums of money are obtained for it. 

11. The largest city in this island is Palermo. It is 
nearly equal to the city of New York in population, 
and is remarkable for the number and magnificence of 
its churches. Some of the streets are handsome, but the 
others are nafrow, winding and dirty. On entering 
Palermo, you will be struck by the amazing crowds of 
people in the streets. The city swarms with beggars 
of the most wretched appearance, and poverty seems 
common to all ranks. 

12. Messina is the second town in Sicily. It has a 
fine harbor, and high hills rising behind it. The city 
presents a very reiparkable appearance when approached 
from the sea. Its commerce is extensive, and it has a 
population of eighty thousand. 

13. Messina has been remarkable for its misfortunes. 
It was visited in 1743, by the plague, a dreadful disease 
which occasionally prevails in the towns around the 
Mediterranean, and thirty-five thousand of the inhabitants 
became its victims. Forty years afler, one half of the 
whole city was shaken to the ground by an earthquake, 
and no less than eight hundred of the inhabitants perished. 

■ ■ ■* I ■ ■ ■ ■ - i» ■ ■ ^. ■■■■■. ■■^- ■■ ■!. ■» ■ » ■■»^ ^m, 

11. What of Palermo ? 12. What of Messina ? 13. What of ito 
mufortones ? 
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14. Syracuse was anciently a large and flourishing^ 
city, but it is now reduced to fifleen thousand inhabi- 
tants. It has a beautiful harbor, and exports wine, oil, 
hemp, wheat and other things. In this city, are many 
interesting remains of former ages, among which are 
numerous tombs and chambers beneath the ground^ 
where the dead were buried. 

15. There is also a cave, one hundred and seventy 
feet long, and sixty feet high, called the speaking grotto. 
Near the entrance, is a small chamber, where the 
slightest whisper in the cavern may be beard. It is 
said that an ancient ruler, whose name was Dionysius, 
and who was called the tyrant of Syracuse, used to 
confine his prisoners in this cavern. It is also said that 
he was accustomed to place himself in the little chamber^ 
so that he might hear whatever they said. For this 
reason, the cavern was called the Ear of Dionysius. 

CHAPTER V. 

People of the continent of Naples, Robbers. Commerce. 
Government, Pirates. State of the country, ^c^ 
pies. Beggars. Lazaroni. Population. Commerce, 
Exports. Streets. Edifices. Other towns. 

1. We will now leave the beautiful island of Sicily, 
end take a closer survey of the continental part of the 

^■^^— 1-^ ■ - I ■ ri I II ■ - - I —\^m ■ ■ ■ iM — ^m 

14. What of Syracuse ? 15. Describe the cave of Dionysiiis. 
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kingdom of Naples. We shall find the people, excepts 
ing those who reside in the large towns, almost entirely 
occupied in the pursuits of agriculture. Some till the 
land, and raise wheat and Indian com, and we shall 
probably see in the fields, the husbands holding the 
plough, while their wives are employed instead of horses 
or oxen, to drag it through the ground. Some of the 
people are taking care of their silkworms, some, of 
their bees, and some, of their olive trees. 

2^ If we have occasion to travel over the mountains, 
we must be well guarded, for fierce robbers live there, 
called banditti, who are armed with dirks and pistols, 
and oflen beset the unprotected traveller. If we visit 
the sea coast, we shall see many fine bays and harbors, 
which seem to invite the inhabitants to become a com- 
mercial people; jet we shall find them inattentive to 
these gifts of nature. The commerce of the country is 
given up to foreigners, while the Neapolitans live in 
indolence and poverty. 

3. This conduct arises, however, chiefly from the 
weakness of the government. The king, who rules 
over the country, considers the people as his subjects, 
and he manages the affairs of the country with a view to 
his own gratification, rather than the good of the peo- 
ple. While he and his court are devoted to luxury, 

] . What of the people on the continental part of Naples ? 
2- What of Robbers? What of the people of the sea coast? 
3. What of the government? 
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the robbers are left to infest the mountains, and pirates 
are permitted to roam freely over the seas. 

4. In small, but swift vessels, they hover along the 
coast, and make a prey of whatever they can find. 
Thus every thing being insecure, the people have few 
inducements to become enterprising, and as is natural, 
they neglect their opportunities, and sink into a state of 
weakness and want. 

5. Such is the character and condition of the people 
of this country. They have a miserable government, 
and therefore, they are themselves miserable. In this 
sad condition, they will doubtless remain, until they 
themselves destroy the government, and construct 
another, designed and fitted to secure the happiness of 
the nation. 

6. There is, perhaps, no part of the world which ex- 
cites in the bosom of a stranger so many opposite feel- 
ings as Italy. If he looks at the inhabitants, he every- 
where sees a display of the most degrading* poverty and 
vice; if he contemplates the natural objects around him, 
he is filled with admiration. 

7. £very thing but man seems divine ; the hills, and 
valleys, and rivers, and bays, every thing upon the 
land and the sea, is beautiful; the air itself is balmy 
and full of fragrance, and the sky is as blue as that 

4. Pirates ? 5. Condition of the people ? 6. What contrasts are 
exhibited to the stranger in Italy ? 7. How does the country appear ? 
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which is spread over our own country in the brightest 
dajs of summer. 

8. These remarks are particularly illustrated by the 
city of Naples. The bay which spreads out before it, 
is probably the- most beautiful in the world. On the 
east, is .Vesuvius; while the whole shore is lined with 
swelling hills of every form and magnitude. Many of 
these are occupied by the town ; while others exhibit a 
multitude of villas, surrounded by bending vines and 
luxuriant orchards of oranges, lemons, olives and figs. 
It is not possible to conceive of anything more beautiful 
m scenery than all this. 

9. But, when the stranger enters the town, he will 
find himself in a city, which absolutely swarms with 
beggars. He will even meet with a class of persons, 
called Lazaroni, who live from generation to generation, 
without houses, without homes, without occupation; a 
race who get their food by charity and chance, go almost 
naked, and sleep at night on the steps of the churches, 
or under the public porticoes. There are thousands 
who never taste of meat, and enough of macaroni 
which is a kind of bread, drawn into long tubes, is quite 
beyond their expectations or their hopes. 

10. The population of the city of Naples is about 

4hree hundred and fifly thousand, which is nearly twice 

- ■ ■ •■ « - ■ . 

8. What of the city of Naples ? Describe the country around it 
9. What of the beg^rs in Naples ? Lazaroni ? 10. Population of 
Naples? Conunerce? Exports? *:^ 
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equal to that of any city in America. Many foreigners ' 
visit the place for the purposes of commerce, and there 
being very little money ia the country, a single dollar 
will buy more articles than in most other parts of the 
world. The exports consist of silks, wool, cotton, oil, 
wine, fruit and wheat. In the city, there are several 
manufactories of silk. 

11. Muiy of the streets and buildings in Naples are 
very handsome. One of the former called the street 
of Toledo, e;ctends half the length of the city ; it is 
broad, well paved, and bordered with elegant buildings 
This is regarded as one of the finest streets in Europe. 
Many of the churches are very magnificent, and there 
are a multitude of edifices, distinguished for the richness 
of their paintings, and the costly splendor of their deco- 
rations. 

12. Besides the city of Naples, there are no othe:' 
very large towns in the kingdom. There are many 
places indeed, which are both interesting and celebrated ; 
one, for instance, is famous for its history; another, for 
its wine; and another for its macaroni. But it is not 
necessary to describe all these towns and villages. It 
is sufficient to say, that all parts of the country are 
worthy of attention, and the traveller will everywhere 
meet with objects of interest. 



11. What of the streets and buildings:* Street of Toledo? 
Churches ? Edifices ? 12. What of other towns ? 
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CHAPTER VI. 

About the kingdom of Sardima, Savoy, Mountains, 
People, Piedmont, Turin, Provinces of Nice and 
Genoa, City of Genoa, Island <f Corsica, Sardinia, 
Jhhimals, Population, 

1 . I MUST now direct the attention of my young 
reader to the northwestern portion of Italy. He will 
there find by looking on the map, a mountainous region, ' 
bordered on the west by France; on the north by Swit- 
zerland; on the east by other Italian states; and on the 
south by the Mediterranean. This territory, with the 
large island of Sardinia, lying south of it, constitutes 
the kingdom of Sardinia. 

2. The continental part of this kingdom may be 
divided into four portions; the northwestern corner is 
called Savoy, and is almost entirely covered with the 
mountain ranges of the Alps. Some of these rise up to 
the clouds, and are covered with perpetual snow. 
Others are formed by bleak rocks, upon whose peaks no 
trees are seen. Between these rugged and desolate 
mountains, there are many little narrow valleys, where 
the Savoyards live. They are a swarthy, but simple and 
honest race. 

1. Where is the kingdom of Sardinia? S. How may it be divided? 
What of the Alps? Where do the Savoyards live? What of 
them? 
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3. In the lower parts of the valleys, thej raise some 
wheat, oats, barley, rye and hemp. The sides of the 
hills are coyered with green pastures, where the people 
have herds of cattle, and flocks of sheep and goats. 
On the mountains which slope towards the sun, they 
have a few vineyards. 

4. Thus the people of Savoy have many comforts, 
but they are obliged to be very industrious, for their 
country is barren They are however very much 
attached to it, and would not exchange their mountains 
with their snowy peaks, and their deep valleys, over- 
shadowed by rocks and precipices, for the warm, and 
sunny regions of Sicily. 

5. They have indeed many amusements, and are far 
happier than the indolent and wretched inhabitants of 
the more favored regions in the South of Italy. Thus it 
appears that a people who dwell in a bleak and barren 
country, and are at the same time industrious, enjoy life 
better, than those who inhabit a land of sunshine and 
summer, and are yet indolent. 

6. Happiness, indeed, in all countries and all ages, 
depends more on the conduct of men, than on their 
situation. Industry will create gardens, filled with 
fruits and flowers, in the very midst of a cold and deso- 
late country; while indolence will permit thorns and 

3. Predactions of Savoy ? 4. Why are the people industrious ? Do 
they love their country ? 5. Are they happy ? 6. What reflections 
are suggested to us by contemolatine the life of the Savoyards ? 
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brambles to spring up, and cover the richest, and most 
fertile fields. 

7. Though Savoy is attached to the kingdom of 
Sardinia, it naturally belongs more to Switzerland than 
Italy. Piedmont, wliich lies farther south, has all the 
characteristics of an Italian country. It consists of an 
extensive and beautiful valley, surrounded on all sides 
by mountains. It is watered by the Po, and several 
smaller rivers. 

8. The soil is fertile, and yields grain in abundance. 
The hills are spotted with cattle, and vineyards are seen 
on the southern slopes of the mountains. Silk is raised 
in great quantities and sent to France to be manufac- 
tured. Olives, almonds, chestnuts, oranges, figs, and 
lemons are produced in abundance. 

9. Turin is the capital of Piedmont, and here the 
king of Sardinia resides. It stands on the west side 
of the Po, at the foot of a range of charming hills. 
To the northward, is a vast plain, bounded in the dis- 
tance by the Alps. These rise suddenly like a battle- 
ment or wall, their glittering tops towering above the 
clouds. 

10. Turin has one hundred and ten churches, and 
many.splendfd pubhc and private edifices, where marble 
of every vein and color is lavished in profusion. The 
streets are broad, clean and straight. The king's 

7. What of Piedmont? 8. Soil? Productions? 9. Describe 
Turin? 3 
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palace is spacious, and surrounded with delightful 
gardens. This city has one hundred and twelve thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

1 1 . The other divisions of the kingdom of Sardinia are 
Nice and Genoa. The former is a mountainous country 
with a fine climate. It is fertile, and covered with fruits 
and flowers during the summer. Nice is the principal 
town, with nineteen thousand inhabitants. The winter 
here, is very delightful, and people in delicate health 
oflen resort to the place to enjoy the fine air. 

12. The province of Genoa is separated by the Appe- 
nines from the rest of Italy. The climate is very mild, 
and all the fruits of Sicily flourish here. The city of 
Genoa is very ancient and very remarkable. It is built 
upon the edge of the sea, and spreads over a vast extent 
of crags, rocks, and declivities. The buildings are 
white, and rise one above the other, presenting a spec- 
tacle of the greatest magnificence. There are only 
two streets, through which carriages can pass; the rest 
are all extremely narrow. The number of inhabitants 
is seventy-six thousand. Many of them are engaged in 
manufacturing silks, and a kind of velvet, which is very 
celebrated for its richness and beauty. 

13. Proceeding from Genoa to the island of Sardinia, 
we shall pass the island of Corsica. This is one hun- 
dred and ten miles in length, and seems by its situation 

11. What ef Nice? City of Nice? 12. Province of Genoa? 
City of Genoa ? Buildings ? 13. Describe the island of Corsica. 
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to belong to Italy. It is however under the government 
of France. It is covered with mountains, and has one 
hundred and seventy-four thousand inhabitants. It is 
remarkable as being the birthplace of Napoleon Bona- 
parte. 

14. Sardinia is the largest island in the Mediterranean 
sea; it is one hundred and sixty-two miles long, seventy 
miles wide, and equals Massachusetts and Connectic^it 
in extent. More than one third of the island consists 
of large sandy and stony districts; a considerable extent 
is composed of forests and pastures; the remainder is 
laid out in cornfields, vineyards, olive-grounds, orchard^s 
and gardens for the support of the people. 

15. The country abounds in animals, both tame and 
wild. The herds of cattle and horses are very numerous; 
wild horses abound in the mountains, and wild boars 
which are fierce and terrible, are frequently met with. 
There are also great quantities of sheep and goats. 

16. Cagliari i& the capital of this island, and has 
twenty-six thousand inhabitants. It is well built, and 
contains, some splendid palaces and churches. 

17. Thus I have given you some account of the 
kingdom^ of Sardinia. It contains four million two 

hundred thol^sand inhabitants^ four hundred thousand 

« 
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14. Length, width, and extent of Sardinia ? Face of the country 
in Sardinia? 15. What of anhnals? 16. What of Cagliari? 
17. What is the population of the kingdom of Sardinia ? Popula^ 
lion of the island of Sardinia.^ What of the inhahitauta? 
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of which belong to the island of Sardinia. The inhabi- 
tants in the different districts vary considerably. The 
common people are in general ignorant and poor, but 
they are more industrious than the Neapolitans. 



CHAPTER VII. 

MotU Lainhardy and Venice, Appearance of the country. 
Milan. Venice. Other toicns. Inhabitants. 

1. LoMBARDY and Venice, i||^ich are situated in the 
northeastern part of Italy, are distinct states, but they 
-are both under the government o^ Austria. They 
occupy a level plain, nearly encircled by mountains. It 
is probably one of the most fertile spots on the face of 
the earth, and has often been called the Garden of Italy. 
Towns and villages are numerous, thtj population is im- 
mense, the atmosphere cloudless, and the beauty of the 
country in general, all that fertility and cultivation can 
give. Much care is bestowed upon the culture of vines, 
and many people pay great attention to the raising of 
bees. The rivers and lakes abound in fish. 

^. Milan is the capital of Lombardy, qpd is a great 
and splendid city^ The private buildings are not re- 
markably elegant; but the public edifices are very 



I. Where are Lombardy and Venice? What of the country r 
U. What of Milan > The cathedral ? 
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superb. The cathedral is of white marble, and is the 
richest specimen of Gothic architecture in existence. 
It was begun several hundred years ago, and is yet, not 
quite completed. It is adorned with four thousand 
statues, sculptured in white marble. 

3. The city of Venice is the (capital of the Venetian 
part of Austrian Italy. It is one of the most famous 
cities in Europe, as well on account of its singular situ- 
ation as its remarkable history. It is built upon about 
seventy small islands, in the Gulf of Venice. When 
seen from a distance, it appears like an immense eoUec* 
tion of domes, spires, churches, palaces, and public 
buildings, floating on the surface of the water. 

4. There are a multitude of canals through the city, 
but no roads or passages for streets or carriages. It is 
probably one of the stillest cities in the world, for there 
is no sound of horses, or vehicles of any kind. The 
people glide about on the canals in boats^ which are 
called gondolas. 

5. Many of these are fitted up in- an elegant manner, 
and the Venetians have as much pride in their splendid 
gondolas, as the inhabitants of other cities have in their 
splendid coaches. The gondoliers row these boats with 
great skill and swiflness, and the inhabitants spend 
much of their time in sailing from one place to another. 

1 

3. For what is Venice famous ? How is it built ? How does it 
appear from a distance ? 4. What of canals ? Why ifi the city so 
•till f 5. What of the gondolas ? 
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6. In no part of the world are the eyenings more 
beautiful than in Venice. The air is soil and warm, 
and the moon and stars shine down from skies without a 
cloud. At i^uch times, all the inhabitants are abroad, 
and the multitude of gondoliers gliding upon the waters, 
seem like a flock of swans. The young and the old, 
the gay and the grave are all seeking for amusement. 
There is no rattling sound of carts and coaches, and 
nothing comes upon the ear but sofl music, and the glad 
voices of the people who are abroad. 

7. Yet, though such is the enchanting aspect of 
Venice, there is no city, where more cruelty and crime 
have been committed. There are still remaining deep 
and dismal prisons, where men have been confined till 
they have died from suffering ; and in the very heart of 
the city, there is a bridge called the bridge of sighs, 
because .the prisoners were accustomed to pass across it 
from their dungeons to the place of execution. 

8. Venice was once the richest and most commercial 
city in the world. Long before our own country was 
settled and while London and Paris were yet in their 
infancy, this great city flourished with a degree of 
magnificence that has scarcely been surpassed. But her 
power has declined, her conmierce is reduced, and the 

6. Describe the evenings at Venice. 7. What of cruelty and 
crime ? Prisons ? Why is the bridge called the bridge of sighs ? 
8. What was Venice formerly ? What is it at present ? \Vhat is 
the population .' 



whole province is subject to a. foreign yoke. The popu- 
lation of the city is one hundred and twenty thousand. 



9. There are several other towns of importance within 
the limiia of Austrian Italy. Verona has sixty thousand 
inhabitants and possesses many fine churches, palaces, 
and public buildings; Pajlua has forty thousand inhabi- 
tEints, and is the birthplace of many celebrated men. 

10. Thus I have given you some account of Lombardy 
and Venice. They constitute perhaps, the finest part 

-of Italy: the inhabitants are many of them very poor 
and indolent, yet they are a handsome race, with black 
hair, black eyes, and good features. 

Q. What of Verona.' Paiaa.! 10. Inhabitants of X^mbardjr and 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MovJt Modena, Parma, Lucca, Other States. Rome, 
ArUiquUies. Coliseum, Public Baths, 

1. To the south of Lombardy and Venice lies the 
small state of Modena. It is eighty-four miles in length, 
and twenty-five miles in breadth. The surface is waving 
with hills and valleys and the productions are wheat, 
wine, oil and hemp. The climate is delightful, and th^ 
inhabitants, were they more industrious, might all enjoy 
an abundance of the best gifts of nature. The city of 

, Modena is the capital, and has twenty thousand inhabi-^ 
tants. 

2. To the northwest of Modena is the state of Parma. 
This is about half as extensive as the state of Connecti- 
cut, and contains four hundred thousand inhabitants. 
The coun^ is not as fertile as some other parts of 
Italy. Tto city of Parma is the capital, and has twen- 
ty-eight thousand five hundred inhabitants.- 

3. Lucca is a small state lying south of Modena. It 
is not more than one third as extensive as the little state 
of Rhode Island; yet the population is one hundred and 
forty thousand. Two thirds of the country are covered 

1. Where is Modena? What is its length ? Breadth? Climate? 
What is said of its capital? 2. Parma? 3. Lucca' Its population? 
Face of the country ? 



with mountains and deep ravines; the rfst conaiata of a 
beautiful plain, in which the city of Lucca is situued. 
The fields are very fertile, and every plain and valley 
ia covered with grain and fruits. The very slopes of 
the mountains are under cultivation almost to the (ops, 
and on every hand olives, vines, chestnut and mulberry 
trees display their burdeu of fruit. The city of Lucca 
has a population of eighteen thousand inhabitants. 

4. Tuscany is a very fine portion of Italy and con- 
tains one million eight hundred thousand inhabitants. 



Florence is a charming city, and at Pisa, there is ave^ 
4, Tmcany? Florence? Pisa? 
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lofty tower of etone, which leans over in a remarkable 
manner. \Vlien a peraon stands upon the top, and looks 
down, he is rendered giddy hy the fearful view. Leghorn 
is a place of considerable commerce, and it is oflen 
visited by American vessels. 

5. The states of the Church occupy the centre of 
Italy, and contain two million eight hundred thousand 
inhabitants. They are governed by the pope, who lives 
in the city of Rome, and whose authority ia acknowledged 



by all catholics in every part of the world. He c 
pies a celebrated palace, called the Vatican, 
5. Stales of tbe church .' Rome? 
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6. The most remarkable edifice in Rome is the church 
of St. Peters. Thig is thirty times aS large fts any 
church in New England. This structure cost an ixn- 
mense sum of money, and was more (haa a hundred 
years in building. 

7. Rome has many costly churches and palaces, but 
it is a gloomy city. On every hand, are the remuQS 
of ancient buildings in every state of decay. There are 
temples which seem to defv the crumbling hand of time. 



ttiiA others which are reduced to mere heaps of stones.. 
There are amphitheatres, walls, aqueducts, baths and 

6. St. Peters? 7. What is mM oF Ihp bnildinga of Rome ' 



-rillas, Bome of them slill standing, and remarkable for 
their beauty or magnificence, while others are broken, 
crushed, or tottering to their fall. 

8. Among the moat remarkable antiquities in Rome is 
the Coliseum. This is of immense extent, and was for- 



Interiar oF IJig CoIlKuin. 

merly'used for exhibiting combats between wild beasts 
and men called Gladiators. The ancient Romans were 
exceedingly fond of these exhibitions, and many thou- 
. ganda were ollen assembled at this amphitheatre to 
vitness the spectacle. 

6. What IB said of the Coliseum I 
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9. The ancient Ronttma were aocustomed to bathe 
thenuelTea frequently, and public baths were on the 
most extensive scale. The people resorted to these 



every day, and spent much time in them. Some of these 
baths still remain in a tolerably perfect state, and are 
remarkable displays of ttie taste and luxury of ^hose 
who built them. 

10. These are some of the remnants of antiquity sliQ 
visible in Rome. There are muHitudes of others, and no 
person can visit them but with feelings of wonder and 
admiration. 

9. What is Bud of the Baths ^ 
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1 1 . Thus I have given you an account of Italy as it 
now is. I have told you of its picturesque mountains, 
its beautiful rivers, soft climate and its sunny skjf s. It 
was in this country of vineyards and olive groves, that 
Rome the- most renowned city of antiquity rose, flour- 
ished and decayed; of this I shall now proceed to tell 
you the story. 

CHAPTER IX. 

JFoundation of Rome. Death of Remus, Romulus made 
king. Division of the people. Rape of the Sabinea 
Death of Romulus, 

1 . I MUST ask the reader to go back in imagination to 
a period when Italy, instead of being covered with cities 
and cultivated fields, was overshadowed by interminable 
forests. It was at this time, when the country was new, 
aiid like our own western wilds only inhabited by wolves, 
bears, deer, and tribes of savage men, that Romulus laid 
the foundation of this celebrated city. 

2. Who Romulus was, we cannot now determine. 
The ancient poets have left us many stories about him, 
but they are probably all fabulous. He was doubtless 
a man of superior intelligence, and gained great influ- 
ence over the rude people among whom he lived. 

1. What was the state of Italy when Rome was founded? 
2. What is said of Romulus ? 
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' 3. In the year 752 before Christ, Romulus laid the 
foundation of Rome. In this he was assisted by his 
brothe)|^ Remus. Arriving on the banks of the Tiber, 
they disputed for some time about the place whqre they 
should plant their new city. Other differences arose 
between them, and it was at length determined that they 
should decide the dispute by observing the flight of birds. 

4. They determined that he who made the most favor- 
able observation, should have the entire control, and 
direct the other in all respects. In compliance with this, 
each took his station upon a different hill. Twelve vul- 
tures appeared to Romulus, and six to tiis brother; but 
Remus saw the birds first. Each claimed the victory. 
A quarrel arose, and when Remus, to show his contempt, 
leaped over the walls of the city, he was struck dead by 
his brother's hand. 

6. Romulus was now eighteen years of age, and sole 
ruler. A few mud-built cottages, in irregular streets, 
formed the whole bf the little settlement that was one 
day to be the reigning city of the world. Even the 
palace of the chief was merely a rude hovel. The com- 
mencement of the city was made upon ]\lount Palatine, 
and it was called Rome in honor of its founder. 

6. The first measure taken by Romulus, to promote 
the increase of his city, was a very singular one. He 

3. In what year was Rome founded ? 4. What is said of Remus ? 
5. The appearance of the new settlement ? 6. First step of Romulas ? 
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made it a place of refuge for thieves, runaway slaves, 
and men who had been driven from their native places 
for some crime. . . 

7. The city was hardly raised above its (bundation, 
when the people began to form a government. Romulus 
was chosen king by universal consent. He was clothed 
in a robe of distinction, and allowed the privilege of a 
guard to attend his person. Twelve lictors were also 
appointed to precede him, each of whom was armed with^ 
an axe tied up in a bundle of rods. 

8. Romulus divided the inhabitants into three tribes. 
£ach tribe was again divided into ten curiae, or compa- 
nies of an hundred men. The senate, a body intended 
to advise and consult with the king, was composed of 
one hundred of the principal citizens, distinguished for 
their valor, wisdom or age. 

9. The religion of the colony was the earliest care of 
the new monarch. It is not at present known, what 
"were the particular, forms of the religion of that periods 
It principally consisted in a blind confidence in the opin- 
ions of certain priests, or soothsayers, who pretended to 
derive a knowledge of the future from the examination 
of the flight of birds and the entrails of beasts. 

10. By the advice of the senate, Romulus now sent 
depijtties to the Sabines, a neighboring nation, to request 

* " ■ ■ I I I Mil !■ I I I , , 111 ■■ 

7. Government ? King ? 8. Divisions of the people ? 9. Reli- 
gion ? 10. Deputies to the Sabines ?^ 

4 • " 
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their friendship and alliance. The object of this proposal 
was to procure wives for his subjects, and thus secure 
the duration of the city. His embassy was treated with 
contempt and insult; for the Stibines were warlike and 
powerful, and were unwilling to form an alliance with a 
colony of reformed criminals. 

11. In consequence of this rejection, Romulus pro- 
claimed, through all the adjacent villages, a great feast in 
honor of the god Neptune, These entertainments were 
usually attended with sacrifices, and exhibitions of 
wrestlers, gladiators and chaiiot races. He presumed 
that the Sabines would joiii in these sports, and bring 
their wives and children to see the spectacle. 

12. His hopes were not unfounded. The feast-daj 
arrived, and the Sabines were among the foremost to 
share its pleasures. On a given signal, a number of 
Roman youths with drawn swords rushed in among the 
strangers, and seized the most beautiful of their women, 
and carried them ofT in triumph. 

13. A sanguinary war followed this outrage. It was 
terminated by the -conduct of the 6id>ine women, who 
had now become the wives of the Romans. In the last 
battle that was fought, they rushed in between the com- 
batants, and implored their husbands and fathers to 
desist from their anger, and enter into a treaty of peace 
and friendship. 

Ih Greek f^a^t ? ISl. Rape ef the 9«biaMi ? 13h Wac ? 
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14. As if by mutual consent, the warriorei upon both 
sides threw down their weaptma. A treaty was soan 
concluded, by which it was agreed that Tatiua king of 
the Sabinea, and Romulus, ahould be joint kings of 
Rome. Sometime after, Tatius was murdered by the 
I^viniana, and Bomulua again became sole monarch. 



CinyLng off- tht SaUna woiiim. 

15. 1^0 senate now began to be diapleased at the 
lyrMinical conduct of their king. They detemtu^ed to 
rid themselves of his prcaeoce. On some public occa- 
Bton he suddenly disappeared. The people were told 
thai be had been mysteriously taken up to heaven, and 

U. Coocluaien of the v»i? ^[Uim> 15. Qeathof Bomulnaf 
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were taught to worship him as a God. He was probably 
murdered by the senators. 



CHAPTER X. ^ 

Auma Pompiliud king. His character and conduct. 
Talltu Hostilius, Story of the HoraHi and CuriatU. 
Ancus Marcius, Tarquinitis Priscus. His conquests. 
The Augurs. Anecdote. Assassination of Tarquin, 
Sertius 7\i//ti». Horrid conduct of his daughter. 

1. On the death of Romulus, many difficulties occur* 
red in the choice of a successor to the throne. The 
Sabines and the Romans were both desirous to elect one 
from their own numbers. Numa Pompilius, a Sabine, 
was at length chosen by the senate, with the general 
consent of the people. 

2. This king was of a very peaceful and pious disposi- 
tion. He built many new temples, appointed sacred feasts 
and offices, and by his example promoted a respect for 
religion, and all the virtues. To encourage agricul- 
ture, he divided among the poorer part of his subjects the 
lands which Romulus had gained in war. He also abol- 
ished all distinctions between the Romans and Sabines. 
Having reigned forty-three years in peace, he died at 

1. Who was the saeeessor of Romulas ? 2. What was his char- 
acter ? At what age did he die, and after how long a {eign ? 
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the age of eighty. He gave orders that his remains 
should he enclosed in a stone coiBn and huried. It 
was customary at the time to hum the bodies of the 
dead. 

3. Tullus Hostilius succeeded to Numa. He was 
devoted to the love of arms and enterprise, and sought 
an early occasion to lead his forces into the field. His 
first war was with the Albans. The two armies met 
about five miles from Rome, and were both anxiously 
waiting for the signal of battle. Just at this time, an 
unexpected proposal was made by the Alban general. 

4. Advancing between the armies, he offered the 
Homans a choice of deciding the dispute by single com- 
bat. There happened to be at this time in each army 
three brothers of one birth ; those of the Romans were 
called Horatii, those of the Albans Curiatii. It was 
determined to leave to them the fate of the two armies. 
The champions met. Two. of the Horatii were slain in 
the combat, but the survivor avenged the death of his 
brothers, and decided the victory for the Romans. 

5. On returning home, the young conqueror was met 
by his sister, whom he beheld bathed in tears, and 
lamenting the loss of the Curiatii. To one of them she 
was engaged to be married, and she upbraided her 
brother for his death. Forgetting all the ties of nature, 

■ I -■—■■■ » ■_■--.., ^^ .n. ■■_■--.,,■ ■ « .1 I ■ ■■■■- ■.■■■■■— M^ 

3, Wbut is said of Tullus Hostilius ? 4. Relate the story of the 
Horatii and Curiatii ? 5. The murder of the sister ? 
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and provoked by the grief of his sister, he plunged his 
sword into her bosom. For this crime he was condemn^ 
^ to die by the senate, but he obtained a pardon by 
appealing to the people. 

6. Hostilius died after a reign of thirty-two years. 
His death was said to have been by lightning, but he 
more probably fell by treason. His successor was 
Ancus Martins. This monarch achieved many victo- 
ries, and greatly enlarged and beautified the city, and 
added to the wealth of his subjects. He left his sons 
under the guardianship of Tarquinius Prisons, a native 
of Corinth, and a man of wealth, who had been persuad- 
ed by his wife to '<6ome and settle at Rome. On his first 
entry into the city, it is said that an eagle stooped from 
the air) took off his hat, and flying for some time about 
his ehariot replaced it upoorhis head. This, his wife 
Considered as a presage that he should wear a crown. 

7. Tarquin used all his arts to set aside the children 
of the late monarch, and to have himself placed upon the 
throne in their stead. He was successful, and the peo- 
ple unanimously elected him king. The early part of 
his reign was just and peaceful, but it was soon disturbed 
by the inroads of neighboring nations. Having defeated 
the Latins and forced them to beg a peace, he turned 
his arms against the Sabines, who had again risen and 

6. What is said of Hostilius? Ancua Martiua? Tarquiniaa 
Priscus ? 7. What is said of Tarquia ? The early part . of his 
reign ? 
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m 
passed the. Tiber. He attaoked their army with much 
vigor, and completely routed them. 

8. Having thus subdued his enemies, Tarquin turned 
his thoughts to public works, for the convenience and 
pmament of the city. During his reign, the augum 
advanced much in the good opinion of the people, and 
nothing was undertaken without their advice and appro- 
bation. The wife of the king pretended to this art, but 
she was much excelled by Accius Nsevius, the most 
celebrated augur ever known in Rome. 

9. On one occasion the king was desirous to try his 
skill, and asked him whether that, which he was then 
thinking about, could be done. Having examined his 
auguries, he boldly replied that it could. ** Why then," 
said Tarquin with a smile, " I had thoughts of cutting 
this whetstone with a razor." "Cut boldly," replied 
the augur, and the king cut it through accordingly. This 
was probably a trick, planned between the king and the 
augur, in order to deceive the people, and lead them to 
give confidence to the answers of the augur. 

" 10. The sons of Ancus at length conspired against 
Tarquin, and procured his assassination. Two rutfians 
were hired, who, on pretence of seeking justice of the 
king, asked to speak with him in his palace, and struck 
him dead with the blow of an axe. They were put to 
death, but the sons of Ancus found safety in flight. 

8. His enemies ? The au vurs ? 9. What anecdote is related of 
Accius NsBvius ? 10. Assassination of the king ? 
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• 

11. Servius Tullius, the son of a slave, was now 
appointed king by the senate. In the beginning of his 
reign, he gave his two daughters in marriage to the 
grandsons of Tarquin. One of these, named TuUia, 
united with Lucius her sister's husband to secure the 
throne for themselves. The old king was murdered, 
and the daughter drove her chariot over his mangled 
body, as it was lying in the highway. Thus perished 
this monarch, who was just, prosperous and moderate. 

CHAPTER XL 

Tarquin the Proud, Visit of the Sihyl. Fate of her 

books. War with the Rutvdi, Story of Lucretia, Her 

fate, Brutus, Expulsion of the Tarquins. Judgment 

of Brutus, The Veientes, Death of Brutus, Porsenna,_ 

Horatius Codes. Clelia, Porsenna raises the siege. 

1. Lucius Tarquinius, afterwards called the Proud^ 
having thus raised himself to the throne by violence and 
murder, resolved to support himself there by the same 
means. His chief aim was to keep the people always 
occupied, ^ in wars or in public works, that they might 
have no time to reflect upon his manner of gaining the 
crown, or to plot his overthrow. 

' ' ' '.' ' ■■ .111 I ^ 

11. Servius TuUius? His death? His daughter ? 

1. What is said of Tarquin? 
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2. During the reign of this king, a strange woman 
called the Sihyl appeared at Rome, offering to sell nine 
books, which she said were of her own composing. 
Tarquin refused to buy them, and the stranger departed. 
Afler burning three of the volumes she returned and 
demanded the same price for the remaining six. Being 
again refused, she went away and having burnt three 
more returned with the rest. These she offered for the 
same price, that she had before asked for the nine. 

3. Tarquin was much surprised, at what seemed the 
singular impudence of the' woman, and consulted the 
augurs. They blamed him much for not having pur* 
chased the nine, and commanded him to spare no expense 
to procure the remaining three. Tradition states that 
the strange woman, after delivering the volumes, and 
giving a special charge that their contents should be 
strictly attended to, vanished, and was never again seen. 
The books were accordingly deposited in a stone chest, 
and proper officers were appointed to take care of them. 

4. In the reign of the preceding monarch, the foun- 
dation of the capitol had been laid; and the completion 
of this building had, for some years in the reign of 
Tarquin, occupied the attention of the people. When 
this, however, was finished, they began to grow eager 
for some new employment. To gratify their desire, 

2. The Sibyl ? Her strange conduct ? 3. Advice of the augurs ? 
What became of the books? 4. The capitol?. War with the 
RutoU? 
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Tarquio, on some frivolous pretence, declared war 
against the Rutuli, and invested Ardea their capital city, 
with his troops. 

5. While the army was encamped before the place, 
Sextusthe son of the king, and GoUatinus, were sitting 
with some friends in a tent drinking wine. The conver- 
sation happened to turh upon the beauty and virtue of 
their wives, each one boasting of his own. At length, 
it was proposed, in order to decide the dispute, to depart 
immediately for the city, and ascertain in what manner 
each of them was at that time engaged. Having 
mounted their horses, though it was quite late in the 
evening, they galloped off to Rome. 

6. There they found Lucretia, the wife of Collatinus, 
in the midst of her hand-maids, spinning, and directing 
their labors. In this she was unlike other ladies of her 
rank, who passed their time in luxury and indolence. 
The kind and easy reception, which she gave her hus- 
band and his friends, notwithstanding the suddenness 
of their visit, so charmed and delighted them, that they 
at once decided the dispute in her favor. 

7. Sextus was only excited with impure passion, at 
the sight of so much beauty and innocence. Determin- 
ed to gratify his desires at every hazard, he privately 
left the camp and visited the house of Lucretia. Here 



5. Scene before the city of Ardea ? Foolish proposal ? 6. The 
result of the visit ? 7. Conduct of Sextus ? 
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he was hospitably received, because he was the friend of 
her husband; but he 'repaid his kind reception by the 
most cruel and dishonourable conduct. 

8. Lucretia could not survive the disgrace, which had 
been thus cast upon her. On t-he next morning, she 
sent for her husband and her father, and told them of 
the insult which had been offered to them by Sextus. 
** For me," she said, ** there is nothing now worth living 
for. I cannot and will not live dishonored, but if you 
have the hearts of men you will avenge my cause. Let 
posterity know, that she who has lost her virtue, has no 
consolation but in death." 

9. As she finished these words, she drew a dagger 
from beneath her robe, and stabbed herself to the heart. 
All remained fixed in sorrow and indignation ; the father 
and the husband burst into tears. Junius Brutus, who 
had always been thought an idiot, and who chanced to be 
present, drew the poniard from the wound of Lucretia, 
and swore he would be the avenger of her wrongs. 
** From this moment," he cried, ** I will pursue Tar<juin 
and his house with a deadly enmity, and devote my life 
to win and protect the freedom of my country." 

10. The spectators were astonished, to hear such lan- 
guage from one whom they had always looked upon as a 
fool. But Brutus had only been playing an assumed 

8. Conduct of Lucretia ? 9. Death of Lucretia ? Conduct of 
Brutus ? 10. Astonishment of the spectators f Harangue in the 
forum ? Ejcpulsion of the Tarquins ? 
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part, and had seized a favorable moment to appear in his 
real character, as the lover of liberty and the friend of 
justice. Ordering the dead body to be carried into the 
forum, he there harangued the people with great fervor 
and eloquence. By a decree of the senate, Tarquin and 
his family were forever banished from Rome, and it was 
mad^ a capital crime to assist in their restoration. 

11. The kingly power having been thus overthrown, 
Brutus, and CoUatinus the husband of Lucretia, were 
appointed the first consuls. The new government thus 
formed was called a republic, but it was threatened with 
destruction at its. very commencement. Some young 
men of the principal families of the state, who had been 
educated in all the pleasures and luxuries of the court, 
formed a party to restore Tarquin to power. 

12. This party increased slowly and secretly; and 
even the sons of Brutus were induced to join them. 
The plot was accidentally discovered by a slave; and 
the fa1;^er was called to sit in judgment upon his 
children. Nothing in nature could be more severe and 
heart-rending. The accused said nothing in their de- 
fence, but waited in silent despair, for the sentence 
which the law pronounced upon their crime. Of all the 
judges, Brutus alone seemed to have lost the softer 
feelings of humanity. 

11. The first consuls ? Party to restore Tarqain ? 12. The sons 
^ Brutos? Their trial ? Conduct of the father ? 
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13. With a stern and unyielding countenance, he de- 
manded of his sons what they had to say in their defence. 
This question he repeated three times, when he turned 
to the executioner and said: *' My duty is now discharg- 
ed: it is for you to perform the rest." Nothing could 
induce him to alter his decree; neither the prayers of 
the people, nor the complaints of the young men, nor 
his own fatherly affection. The unfortunate youths were 
fitripped, whipped with rods, and beheaded in the pres- 
ence of an awe-struck multitude. 

14. All Tarquin's )iope now depended on foreign 
assistance. He prevailed upon the Veientes to assist 
him with a considerable army, and advanced at their 
head towards Rome. The consuls went forth to meet 
them. A battle ensued, in which Brutus and Aruns 
the son of Tarquin, in a furious attack upon each other, 
were both slain. Great numbers fell on both sides, but 
the Veientes were driven from the field. 

15. Though conquered, Tarquin still retained hope. 
He applied for assistance to Porsenna king of Etruria, 
and succeeded in obtaining it. A large army was raised, 
and marched to the neighborhood of Rome. Great 
terror was excited in the city. The consuls marched 
out to give battle, and were carried off from the field 
covered with wounds. The Romans gave way, were 

■ I ' ■ " ■ ■ * ■ ■■ ' .■, I ■ ■ ■ 

13. The sentence? 14. The Veientes? Batfle? Death of Brutus ? 
1.5. Application of Tarquin to Porsenna ? The battle and its issot ? 
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driven back, and pursued to the bridge which led into 
the city. Ail now seemed lost, and all would have been 
lost but for the valor of a single man. 

16. This man was a soldier named Horatius Codes. 
He had been placed as a sentinel to defend the bridge, 
and opposed himself with great courage to the torrent of 
enemies. For some minutes he sustained the whole 
fury of the assault, till the bridge was cut down behind 
him, when he leapt into the river, and swam back to his 
fellow soldiers in safety. 

17. Porsenna was determined to persevere in the 
siege, and, if necessary, reduce the city by famine. 
The distress of the Romans soon became almost insuper- 
able, and was only relieved by another instance of great 
courage and energy. A youth named Mutius resolved 
to take the life of the Etrurian king. Dressed in the 
garb of a peasant, he entered the camp of the enemy and 
proceeded to the royal tent. Here he found the mon- 
arch, with a secretary by his side, reviewing and paying 
his troops. 

1 8. Mistaking the latter for the king, he stabbed him 
to the heart, and was instantly ^seized. Cki Porsenna 's 
demanding the cause of this action, Mutius informed 
him without disguise Of his motive, at the same time 



16. Story of Horatiiu Codes? 17. Siege, and dntress of the 
Romans? Mutkta? 18. I|ia attack oil Poisemm ? £iunungoffais 
right hand ? 
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thrusting his right hand into the fire which was burning 
on an altar before him. •* Behold," said he, "how 
easily I scorn your vengeance. The Roman can suffer 
patiently, as well as dare bravely. Three hundred 
Romans are now in your camp, sworn to do that in 
which I have failed." 

19. Porsenna was struck with admiration at the 
generous courage of the youth, and gave him a safe 
conduct to Rome. He then offered the citizens liberal 
conditions of peace, which were at once accepted. 
Hostages were given for its proper observance. Clelia, 
one of the hostages, took advantage of the negligence 
of her guard, and swam across the Tiber on horseback, 
followed by her companions, amid a shower of darts 
from the enemy. 

20. They presented themselves before the consul, and 
by him were sent back to Porsenna. The king, not to 
be outdone in generosity, restc»red them to 'their country^ 
Sensible of the honor of his enemies, and the baseness 
of the Tarquins whose cause he had espoused^ he re- 
jected their alliance, and took up his march from the 
city. 

19. Admiratioti of Porsenna? Story of Clelia? 90. CoiB?8e 
poTBued by the gobsuI ^ By Porsenna ? 
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CHAPTER XJf.. 

Coriolanus. The Volsci loithdraw. Dissensions avkong 
the ^people, Cincinnatus, The JEqui and Volsci, 
Dangerous sitttation of the Rpman army. Victory of 
Cincinnatus. Enemy pass under the yoke. Discontents, 
Speech of Derdalus, Tyranny of the decemviri, De- 
feai of the Romans, Death of Dentatus, Story of 
Virginius, 

1. The next great name in the history of Rome is 
that of Coriolanus, who was so proud and selfish as to 
prefer his own revenge to the safety of his country. 
He left Rome and went to her enemy the Volsci, and 
with an hostile army sat down before the gates of his 
native city. By the entreaties of his wife and mother, 
he was induced to withdraw his troops, and he was soon 
after slain in a tumult of the people. 

2. There was great joy at Rome when the Volsci 
withdrew. In the following year, troubles arose between 
the people and the Senate, and Quintus Cincinnatus was 
appointed dictator. The deputies of the senate found 
him at his plough, dressed like an humble husbandman. 
He seemed reluctant to leave his retirement, and bid- 
ding a farewell to his wife^ he only said, "I fear, 

1; What is said of Coriolanus? The Volsci? 2. How did the 
ambassadors find Cincinnatus ? 
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lay Attilia, that for this yeai, our little field must remain 
unaown." He regretted that hia services were needed, 
but felt bound to yield to the call a[ hie country. 



Clniinuahu at hli plaufD. 

3. His conduct in office was as honest and successful, 
as could have been hoped from the manner in which be 
received the office. He only attended to the true 
iDteresIa of his country, and disregarded the clamor and 
the flattery of both the contending parties. When by 

.this means he had restored the city to tranqaJlUty, he 
again sought the quiet and the retirement of his farm. 

4, This however he was not long allowed to enjoy, 
3. What ii wud of bie conductP Retiiement ? 4. The £qui 
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The JEqui and the Volsci, though defeated and driven 
back, were able to renew the war, and again advanced 
towards the city. The . consul sent to give them battle 
was too cautious and timid, and his a^my was al length 
driven into a defile between two mountains. No means 
of escape was left to them, except by fighting a way 
through their enemies. 

5. The -Slqui were resolved not to lose an opportunity 
like this, and strictly guarded every outlet. The Ro- 
mans were completely hemmed in, and no lot seemed 
left for them but to be cut in pieces or perish of hunger. 
In this dilemma, some knights succeeded in passing 
through the enemy's camp, without being discovered, 
and carried news to Rome of the situation of the army. 
Nothing could exceed the general terror which this 
produced. The senate saw no means of relief, except 
in again calling forth the services of Cincinnatus. 
' 6. The messengers of the senate found him as before 
•in the field. He was astonished at the authority which 
was given him, and still more when he saw the whole 
senate leaving the city to meet him. His love of sim* 
plicity and humble honesty still was untouched, and 
when called upon to select his master of ho£]|e, he fixed 
his choice upgn a poor neighbor named Tarquilius, a 
sentinel in the army. 



T" 



5. Situation of the Roma|i army ? ConsternatioB at Rome ? 
Bleax^s of relief? 6. Cincinnatus ? 
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7. On entering the city, the dictator gave orders that 
all capable of bearing arms should assemble before 
sunset in the Campus Martius, with arms and provisions. 
Commencing his march immediately, he came within 
view of the enemy before daylight. On approaching, 
he commanded his soldiers to raise, a loud shout, that the 
troops in the defile might learn that relief was at hand. 

8. The -Slqui were quite astonished, to find thetn- 
selves the besieged instead of besiegers. .But being now 
attacked on both sides, tbey threw down their arms and 
begged for peace. Cincinnatus refused to grant peace, 
except on con^itioa that the whole army should pass 
under the yoke. 

9. lliis yoke was formed of two spears set upright, 
with' another crossing them on the top. Under this the 
conquered army was compelled to march^ in token of 
their submission. Their camp was plundered by the 
JRomans of all that was valuable, and their leaders and 
generals were retained prisoners, to grace the triumph 
of the conquerors^ Cincinnatus then returned to Rome, 
and resigned his office afler having held it but fourteen 
days. He refused to share in any of the spoils of vic- 
tory, and once more retired to the simple life- of the 
husbandman. 



7. Assembling of the troops ? Their march ? 8. Conditiom of 
peace to the iEqui.' 9. Fassixig imdefthe yoke? Resiifnation of 
Cincinnatafl ? 
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10. Discontents again followed the restoration of 
peace. Tumults arose among the people, who claimed 
certain privileges which the senate refused to grant. 
The plebeians complained that they did not receive their 
rights, and an old soldier named Dentatus was among 
the most eager to excite them to a contest. 

11. ** For forty years," said he^ with an openness of 
self-praise, .only to be excused by his age and his ser- 
vices, '* I have served my country in the wars. I have 
fought one hundred and twenty battles, in which, by my 
single arm, I have not only slain many enemies, but have 
saved many friends. Three and twenty crowns have 
been placed, by my countrymen, on a head which has 
grown gray in their service; and I have w6n trophies of \ 
spears, trappings, bracelets and chains. 

12. **My body bears forty wounds, in front, each i 
telling of my patriotism. These are my honors; what | 
other have been my rewards? The land, which I I 
have won from the enemy, has been distributed to enrich ' 
those who were already wealthy. My lot has been 
poverty and contempt." 

13. The words of Dentatus Excited much sympathy 
among the people. They cried aloud for the passage of 
a law, which should reward such services as they de- 
served. A tumult ensued. The young patricians ruah- 

10 Discontents of the people? Dentatus? 11. 1^. Hi»84dre8s? 
13. Tumults ? Conduct of the young patricians ? 
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ed into the crowd, broke the balloting boxes, and 
dispersed the multitude. For this they were afterwards 
fined by the tribunes, but the passage of the desired 
law was prevented. 

14. The city had now been erected about three hun- 
dred years, and had seen kings and consuls passing 
away, and lasting contentions still remaining between 
the senate and the people. Magistrates were overbearing 
and arbitrary; subjects were proud and factious. It 
was at length agreed, that ambassadors should be sent 
to Athens and other cities, to collect and bring home a 
body of laws, that should be adapted to the wants of the 
Roman people. 

15. On the return of this embassy, the laws they had 
collected were put into the hands of ten men called 
decemvirs, appointed to select and arrange them. The 
power of these men was made equal to that of the kings 
and consuls. For a year they attended industriously to 
business, and, having completed their work, they were 
expected to retire from office. Artfully retaining their 
power for a short time longer, they finally determined to 
establish themselves in an absolute tyranny. 

16. The. citizens were now in a state of complete and 
abject slavery. Their masters ruled them with despotic 

14. To what year of the city has our history arrived? What in 
said of the magistrates ? The people ? Embassies to foreign cities ? 
15. The Decemviri? Their tyranny? 16. The condition of tha 
people ? Enemies ? 
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authority. While in this miserable situation, their old 
enemies advanced to within ten miles of the city. The 
RoQian army was divided into three parts: one remained 
in the city, and the other two marched out to give battle. 

17. The news of the defeat of the army was received 
at Rome with much rejoicing. It gave an opportunity 
to- the people, to exclaim against the ill conduct of their 
decemvirs. They cried out for a general to lead them 
to conquest, and demanded the appointment of a dicta- 
tor. Among others, old Dentatus spoke with his usual 
freedom and roughness. 

18. This openness exposed him to the hatred of the 
decemvirs, and they determined to be revenged. On 
some idle pretence, Dentatus was despatched to the 
camp, where he was soon cruelly and basely murdered. 
He was assassinated by a. party of soldiers, who had 
J)een hired by his enemies. When attacked, he defend- 
ed himself with great valor, and killed no less than 
fifteen, and wounded thirty of them, with his own hand. 

19. Another act of still greater baseness and coward- 
ice was soon after committed in the city. Appius, one 
of the decemvirs, when sitting on his tribunal to dispense 
justice, saw a beautiful young female passing to school, 
with her nurse. Her charms attracted his attention, and 
he resolved to become master of her person. 

20. Her name was Virginia. She was the daughter 

17. News of the defeat? Dentatus? 18. His death? 19. Appius? 
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of Virginiiis, a centurion then absent' with the army in 
the field. She was engaged in marriage to Icilius, for- 
merly a tribune of the people, and their nuptials were 
to have been celebrated at the close of the campaign. 
It was al first the intention of Appius, to break off this 
alliance, and to marry the girl himself The laws of the 
twelve tables, however, forbade a patrician to marry 
with a plebeian, and Appius was unwilling to violate a 
law, of which he had been one of the framers. 

21. A miserable favorite of Appius consented to claim 
Virginia as his slave. He seized upon her when in 
school, and carried her before the tribunal of Appius, 
where he supported his pretended claim by the most 
palpable falsehoods. The corrupt decemvir adjiidged her 
to be the property .of his favorite. Reproaches and 
clamors from the people followed this unjust sentence, 
and all things indicated an open insurrection. Icilius 
boldly opposed the decr.ce, and the friends of the insulted 
girl sent to Virginius in the camp, an account of the 
threatened dishonor of his child. 

22. Virginius returned to the city, burning with his 
wrongs and purposes of revenge. On the next day he 
appeared before the tribunal of Appius, leading his 
daughter by the hand. The accuser was also there, and 
repeated his charge. Virginius exposed his falsehood, 
and claimed the rights of a parent and the protection of his 



20—23. Story of Virginia? 
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country. AH was in vain. The tyrant refused to listen 
to him, and ordered the pretended master to take posses- 
sion of his slave. 

23. The throng, which surrounded the tribunal of 
Appius, were soon dispersed, and Virginia was seized 
by the rude hands of the lictors. Seeing that all was 
lost, the father entreated Appius to allow him to take a 
last farewell, of one whom he had so long loved and 
regarded as a child. With this request, the decemvir 
could not but comply. Virginius took his breathless 
daughter in his arms, and for a few moments gazed in 
agony upon her beautiful face. 

24. Then suddenly snatching at a knife, which lay in 
a stall by the forum, he exclaimed, **My dearest, my 
lost child, this only can preserve thine innocence.'* 
With these words he plunged the weapon into her bosom, 
and, raising it in the air, swore to devote Appius to 
death. 

25. With the bloody knife in his hand, he rushed 
wildly through the streets of the <?ity, calling upon the 
people to strike for liberty, and to destroy their tyrants. 
Thence, he pursued his way to the camp, calling upon 
his fellow soldiers to rise and recover the freedom, of 
which the decemvirs had robbed them. 

26. The army received his proposal with shouts of 
Q|>probation. They deserted their generals, and repair- 
ed again to the moutitain to which they had retired 
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about forty years before. The senate immediately des- 
patched messengers, to offer them the restoration of 
their old /orm of government. To this they joyfully 
acceded, and returned in peace to the camp and the oity. 
Of the decemvirs eight went into voluntary exile, and 
Appius died in prison by his own hands. This event 
happeaed in the year 449 B. C. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

^qui and Volsci. Demands of the people. Military tri- 
bunes. Censors, Plot of Spurius Mfxliiis, Siege of 
Veil, Anecdote, Camillus. Descent of the Gauls, 
Their overthrow. Manlius, 

1. Disputes still continued between the senate and 
the people; and though the iEqui and Volsci, old ene- 
mies of the city, approached to its very walls, the tribunes 
would not permit the levy of troops. They were after- 
wards induced to take the field, and the hostile armies 
were completely routed. 

2. The people now demanded that the plebeians 
should be admitted to the consulship, as well as the patri- 
cians. They also called for the abolition of the law, 
which forbade the intermarriage of these two classes. 

m ■ ■ I ■ 

1. What is said of the enemies of the city ? 2. Demands of the 
|»eople7 Military tribunes ? The Censor ? 
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This affair was settled, by allowing the plebeians to elect 
from their number military tribunes; certain officers 
invested with consular power. Yet this privilege they 
were fickle enough to abandon in the following year. 
Two officers called censors were first appointed at this 
time, 437 B. C. It was their duty to number the people, 
and to keep account of the military strength of the com- 
munity. . 

3. The quiet, that followed the creation of this new 
office, was of short duration. A famine pressed hard 
upon the poor, and they renewed their usual complaints 
against the senate and the consuls. Spurius Maelius at 
this time aspired to the sovereign power, and endeavored 
to acquire influence in the state, by daily distributions of 
corn among the people. At length, his house became a 
complete asylum for the lazy and the profligate. 

4. Having in this manner procured a large number of 
obedient and dependent followers, he purchased great 
quantities of arms, and had them carried by night into 
his ^house. The plot was discovered. Cincinnatus, 
now gray with eighty winters, was once ifiore called 
upon to save his country. He summoned Maelius to 
appear before, him. The traitor refused to obey him, 
and was killed upon the spot. The tribunes were much 
enraged at the death of Maelius, and at the next election 
the senate were obliged to restore the military tribunes. 

3. FomlQe? ^puriw Marlins ? 4. His conspiracy ? Death? 
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' 5. The inhabitants of Veii had long been the rivals- 
and the enemies of Rome; and this rivalry was the 
occasion of their downfall. The siege of this powerful 
city occupied the Romans for ten years. In the summers 
of this period, they were vigorous and constant in their - 
attack; in winter they encamped around it, lying under 
tents made of the skins of bea3ts. After having bravely 
withstood the enemy for the space of ten years, the 
besieged were forced t5 surrender by Camillus. 

6. In a war with the Falisci, Camillus routed their 
army, and besieged their capital Falerii. During this 
sieg(B a schoolmaster, who had the care of the children 
of the principal inhabitants, secretly visited the Roman, 
camp, and offered to place these children in the power of 
Camillus. The consul nobly spurned the offer of this^ 
miserable creature, and ordered him to be bound and 
flogged into the city by his own scholars. This gener- 
ous conduct induced the magistrates to majke an iipmedi-. 
ate surrender. 

7. On his return to Rome, Camillus found himself an 
object of popular suspicion and hatred. He determined 
to remain no longer in a city, where his great services 
had received so poor a reward. Bidding farewell to his 
wife and children, he departed into exile; stopping at 
the gates, and turning a last glance towards the capitol, 
f 

5. Siege of Veii ? Its surrender ? 6. Anecdote of Camillus and 
the schoolmaster .' 7. £xile of Camillas ? 
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he entreated the gods to make his country repent the 
wrongs she had heaped upon him. He sought refuge in 
the little town of Ardea. 

8. Soon afler, a body of fierce and barbarous Gauls- 
made a descent upon the city. Their leader Brennus, 
having gained a splendid victory in a most bloody and 
destructive battle, marched directly with all his forces to 
the city. He found the gates open, and no signs of 
intended defence. Thinking this might be a stratagem 
to decoy them into a dangerous position, he advanced 
with great caution. 

9. Marching into the forum, he beheld all the ancient 
senators sitting in their places, silent, unmoved, and 
undaunted. The splendid habits and venerable appear- 
ance of these old men awed the enemy into reverence; 
until one of them put forth his hand to stroke the beard of 
Papirius. The noble Roman could not suffer this insult, 
and lifting his ivory sceptre struck the savage to the 
ground. This was the signal of a general slaughter. 
Papirius fell first, and all the rest shared his fate. ' 

10. The last hope of Rome now depended upon the 
strength of the capitol. Without the walls of that 
fortress, every thing was distress and misery. Brennus 
first summoned it to surrender, then resolved to besiege 
it with his army. The Romans impelled his assaults 

■ — ■ ■"■■ • ^ ..... ^. -_■■■- _,-, iM— ,n - - - I _, 

8. Descent of the Gauls ? Brennus ? 9. Scene in the forum ? 
10. The last hope of Rome ? Trick of the besieged ? 
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with the activity and courage of despair. Though 
actually in great want, they threw loaves of bread into 
the camp of the enemy, to convince them that they were 
well supplied with food, and that it was impossible to 
reduce them by famine. > 

1 1 . Brennus had begun to despair of this attempt, 
when one of his soldiers, by accident, discovered foot- 
steps leading up to the rock, ^y following these they 
thought the capitol might be surprised. A chosen body 
of men was ordered upon this service, and at midnight 
they endeavored to accomplish it. They had' nearly 
reached the wall, and the sentinel was asleep on his 
post. Not a sound was heard. The garrison was saved 
only by the gabbling of a flock of geese, which were 
kept for sacred purposes in the temple of Juno. 

12. This roused the sleeping soldiers, and Manlius, a 
brave patrician, rushed forward to the rampart, and 
threw two of the enemy from its height. Others came 
to his assistance, and the walls were soon cleared of the 
enemy. 

13. The hopes of the Gauls now began to decline, 
and Brennus was desirous of an honorable chance to 
withdraw from the siege. Proposals of peace were 
made on both sides, and finally the Gauls agreed to 

*■ , 

11. Attempt to surprise the capitol ? How prevented ? 12. The 
issue of this attack? 13. Hopes of the Gauls? Anecdote of 
Brennus ? 
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receive a thousand pounds weight of gold, and retire 
from the city. To this the Romans acceded. In weigh- 
ing the gold, however, they complained of an attempt to 
defraud them. On this Brennus, with an insulting air, 
threw his helt and sword into the scale, exclaiming that 
it was the only lot of the conquered to obey and suffer. 

14. Just at this moment, Camillus appeared on the 
spot, at the head of a large army. He ordered the gold 
to be carried back to the capitol. ** It is our custom," 
said he, ''to ransom, not with gold, but with iron. I 
am dictator of Rome, and will purchase peace by my 
sword." The Romans were animated at once by a new 
spirit ; a battle was fought, and the Gauls were entirely 
overthrown. 

15. For his service in saving the capitol, Manlius was 
loaded with the gratitude of the people ; they built him 
a house near the scene of his valor, and granted him a 
public fund for his support. He was not contented with 
the honors thus bestowed upon him, but with the selfish- 
ness of a little mind aspired to the sovereign power. 
Surrounded by a band of profligate followers, he fille'd 
the city with clamors and sedition; till at length his 
conduct assumed a most treasonable aspect, and he was 
summoned to appear and answer for his life. 

16. The place appointed for his trial was in the neigh- 



14. Camillus? 15. ManlioB? His seditious condact? 16. Triol 
and condemnation f 
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borhood of the capitol. When he wa^ accused of treason 
and g^editipn, he pointed to the citadel he had preserved, 
and exclaimed, ** Behold the monument of my love of 
country!" The multitude refused to condemn him, 
while in sight of the capitol ; but when he was removed 
to the Peteline grove, he was sentenced to be thrown 
froni the JTarpeian rock. 

17. Shortly after this event, an occurrence is said to 
have taken place, which shows how superstitious or 
credulous mankind may sometimes become. A frightful 
gulf opened in the forum. The augurs were consulted, 
and declared that it would never close, till Rome had cast 
into it her most precious possession. On hearing this, 
Marcus Curtius, a noble youth, declaring that there was 
nothing more precious than valor and patriotism, armed 
himself, mounted his horse, and leaped boldly into the 
midst of the gulf. Historians of Rome say that the 
gulf immediately closed, and that Curtius was never 
afterwards seen. - 

17. Gulf in the forum ? Fate of Curtius ? 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The Samnites. WartoiththeLcUins, Execution of TUus 
Manlius, St}f'$acrijice of Dedus, Defeat of the 
Latins, Stratagem of Pontiiis, Fabitu Maximus, 
King Pyrrhus, Great battle, Fabricius, Pyrrhus 
leaves Italy, 

1. Having conquered most of the neighboring coun- 
tries, the Romans began to think of extending the power 
of their arms. In the year 343 B. C. they sent an 
army against the Samnites, a tribe about an hundred 
miles distant, descended from the ancient Sabines, and 
inhabiting that part of Italy, whiph is now comprised in 
the modern kingdom of Naples. 

2. The Samnites were a very brave people, and they 
tried the courage even of the war-worn soldiei's of 
Rome. Great resolution and valor were displayed upon 
both sides; at length the Samnites wera obliged to yield. 
Thirty thousand of them are said to have been slain on 
the field of battle. These numbers, however, are prob- 
ably much exaggerated. Tradition mistakes and de- 
ceives, and the mists of time, like the mists of nature^ 
seem to magnify the objects which they surround. 

1. When was an army sent against the Samnites ? What part of 
Italy did they inhabit P 2. What is said of the Samnites ? Theii 
defeat? Tradition.^ J 
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3. A war with the Latins rapidly succeeded; indeed, 
the whole of Roman history is stained with blood. In 
their arras, costume and language, the two contending 
nations so much resembled each other, that it was neeea- 
sary to resort to the most exact discipline. Orders were 
given by the consul Manlius, that no soldier should, on 
any account leave the ranks, on pain of death. These 
orders being given, both armies were drawn out in order 

, of battle, When one of the enemy advanced from the 
ranks, and challenged any Roman to single combat. 

4. For awhile all was silent. At length Titus Man* 
lius, son of the consul, and a brave, high-spirited youth, 
dared to disobey the commands of his father, and stepped 
jforth to accept the challenge. The combat which fol- 
lowed was a severe one; but victory at length declared 
itself for the Roman. Taking the armor from the dead 
body of his adversary, the youth returned in triumph to 
the camp. There he was met with the shouts and 

^ cheers of his fellow soldiers. But the father sternly 
ordered him to be led forth before the army, and thus 
addressed him with tears in his eyes. 

5. ''Titus Manlius, you have violated the command 
of the consul, and have broken the discipline of the 
camp. I cannot hesitate between love for Rome, and 

affection for my child. And you, my son, will not refuse 

t 
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. 4. Who aooepted the challenge ? What was the issue of the 
eombat ^ 5. The address of the consul ? 
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to die, when your death is to be of service to tout comi-' 
try. Lictor, bind him, and let his death be a warning 
to Romans, not to violate the command of their consul." 

6. The whole army was struck with terror. The old 
soldiers, who had looked with admiration on the exploit 
of their champion, shed tears at the harsh and unnatural 
conduct of the father. Youth, who had seen His valor 
with delight and emulation, burned with anger at what 
seemed the cruelty of a fiend, rather than the discipline 
of a soldier. All was confusion and sorrow and indig- 
nation. And when the axe fell on the head of the 
devoted boy, an involuntary shudder went through the 
crowd, and mingled groans and curses bore dark testi- 
mony against the consul. The body of the dead was 
buried with the honors of war.* 

7. Meanwhile the battle was begun with great fury, 
and the forces were so equally matched, that it was for 
a long time doubtful which would win the victory. 
Superstition this day called for another sacriifice. The 
augurs declared that the commander of that part of the 
Roman army, which should fall into disorder, must 
devote himself to death for his country. 

8. The left wing of the Roman army faltered and 
gave way. Its commander, Decius, resolved to offer 
himself as a sacrifice, in compliance with the answer of 

6. What is said of this cruel sentence ? 7. The battle ? Saper 
■tilion? Augoriefi^? 8. The saciifice of DeeivB?- 
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the augurs. Clothing himself in a long robe, covering 
his head, and with his arms stretched forward, standing 
upon a javelin, he devoted himself to the gods for the 
safety of Rome. 

9. Then mounting his horse he galloped furiously into 
the very middle of the enemy, scattering death wherever 
he passed. Afler performing prodigies of valor, and 
carrying dismay to the very heart of the foe, he fell 
gloriously, covered with wounds. A total rout ensued. 
The Latins were forced to beg peace on very hard con- 
ditions, and two years afterwards were brought into com- 
plete submission to the Roman power. This was in the 
year 340 B. C. • 

IQ. Eight years afterwards, tlie Rt>man arms met with 
a signal disgrace. The senate had refused to grant 
peace to the Saranites, and Pontius the general of this 
people had determined to gain it by stratagem. He led 
his army into a defile called Claudium, and took posses- 
sion of all the roads which led to it. Then he sent 
forward ten of his men in the dress of shepherds, with 
directions to throw, themselves in the way of the Romans. 

11. The Roman consul met them, and supposing them 

really to be what they appeared, inquired concerning the 

route, of the Samnite army. The shepherds told him, 

with seeming innocence, that they did not know much 

9. His death ? Route of the Latins ? In what year did this take 
place? 10. Pontius? Defile of Claudium ? Stratagem of Pontius? 
11. The meeting of. the. shepherds with the consul? 
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about it, but believed they had gone to besiege Luceriai 
a town in Apulia. Suspecting no trick, the Roman 
consul hurried forward with his army to relieve the 
besieged city; passing by the shortest road, which lay: 
through the mountain defiles. 

12. The first notice of his danger was a shout from 
the enemy. He then found his army completely sur-» 
rounded, and in the power of the Samnites. Pontius 
ordered the prisoners to be stripped of their garments, 
and made to pass under the yoke. It was then agreed 
that the Romans should leave the territory of the Sam- 
nites altogether, and observe for the future the terms of 
their ancient confederacy. 

13. The Romans were covered with shame and anguish 
by this ignominious defeat, and returned home, disarmed, 
almost naked, and burning with a desire for revenge. 
The whole city went into mourning, and grief and 
resentment glowed in every heart. 

14. This defeat however was of no permanent impor- 
tance. The war was carried on as usual for many years; 
the power of the Romans gathering new increase every 
day, while that of their enemies declined. They obtain- 
ed repeated triumphs under Papirius Cursor, and Fabius 
Maximus reaped glory in conquering the Samnites. 

15. Being at length driven to extremities, they deter* 

- 13. Shame of the Romans.? 14. Importance of this defeat? 
15. Fyrrhus? Number of his army ? Tempests? 
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mined to apply for assistance to Pyrrhus, a successor of 
Alexander the Great in the kingdom of Epirus. He 
was a man of great courage, power and ambition, and 
embarked with much zeal in the enterprise. Sending 
before him an army of about three thousand men, he 
soon put to sea himself, with three thousand horse, 
twenty thousand foot and twenty elephants. But a small 
part of this force arrived with him in Italy. Many of 
his ships were dispersed by tempests, and some of them 
were entirely destroyed. 

16. On reaching Tarentum, he commenced an imme- 
diate reform, in the manners of the people he had come 
to succor. He changed the amusements of peace and 
luxury, into stern preparations for war. The Romans 
sent a powerful force to oppose his progress. Pyrrhus 
advanced to meet them, and both armies pitched their 
tents in sight of each other, on opposite banks of the 
river Lyris. 

17. Pyrrhus was a good soldier, skilful in selecting 
the position of his own camp, and in observing that of 
his enemy. When walking along the banks of the river, 
he was much struck with the Roman method of encamp- 
ment, and observed that 'Uhese barbarians were by no 
means barbarous." The consul Laevinus was a man of 



16. His first measure on reaching Tarentum ? Meeting of the 
two armies? 17. What is said of Pyrrhus and the Roman encamp- 
ment ? 
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rash and impetadas disposition, and resolved to give 
instant battle. 

18. His forces were accordingly marched to a part 
of the river which could be forded, and conunenced its 
passage. Pyrrhus was soon on the spot, and hoped t6 
cut off their cavalry before they could be reinforced by 
the foot. The Roman legions, however, having effect- 
ed their passage with much difficulty, the engagement 
l>ecame general. Victory was for a long time doubtfuL 

19. Pyrrhus turned the fate of the battle by sending 
forward his elephants. The Romans had never before 
seen animals of such strength and magnitude. They 
were struck with dismay at the sight of such immense 
creatures, raging through their ranks, trampling on their 
horses and riders, and at the sight of the castles on their 
back filled with armed men. This movement decided 
the fortunes of the day. A dreadful slaughter ensued. 
Pyrrhus obtained a great victory, but with the loss of an 
immense number of his own soldiers. 

20. Pyrrhus was not disposed to use harsh measures 
with the conquered, but desired to treat with them upon 
honorable terms. He sent his friend Cineas, a celebrat- 
ed orator, to arrange a peace with them. Cineas was a 
man of much cunning and persuasion, but he found the 
Romans were not to be moved either by his artifice or 

18. Commencement of the battle ? 19. The issue ? 20. Measures 
pursued by Pyrrhus .' Cineas .' His opinion of the Romans ? 
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eloquence. To him the senate appeared an assembly of 
demi-gods, and the city a temple for their residence. 

21. Ambassadors were soon afler sent ^om Rome/ to 
treat concerning the exchange of prisoners. At thd 
head of this embassy was Fabrieius^ an aged senator^ 
venerable for his contentment in poverty, and his unsul- 
lied integrity. Pyrrhus received him with great kind-* 
ness, and to try how far he was deserving* of his fame, 
tried to corrupt his honesty by presents and promisesv 
All his efforts were vain. The old man was not to be 
bribed or intimidated, and the king nobly released all 
the prisoners, on the word of Fabricius that they should 
be restored, if the senate continued the war. 

22. About the year 280 B. C. the war against Pyrrhus 
was renewed, in the consulship of Sulpicius and Decius. 
The terror, which was at first excited by the elephants, 
had begun to subside, and the two armies met on more 
equal terms. The Grecians were again the conquerors. 
Pressed upon all sides, trampled under foot by the 
elephants, the Roman army gave way, and were entirely 
routed with the loss of six thousand men. The enemy 
lost about four thousand, and Pyrrhus the conqueror 
exclaimed that one more such victory would be his ruin. 

23. This battle closed the campaign, and both armies 



21. Ambassadors from Rome? Fabricius? Prisoners? 22. In 
what year was the war with Pyrrhas renewed? Issue of the battle? 
Loss of the Romans ? Of Pyrrhus ? 23. Anecdote of Fi^ridiu ? ' 
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mtired into winter quarters. In the following spring 
they again took the field. As the two armies approached 
each other, the physician of the king sent a letter to 
Fabricius, in which for a certain reward he offered to 
remove his master by poison, and thus put an end to the 
war. The noble Roman rejected the proposal with dis* 
dain, and despatched a messenger to Pyrrhus to inform 
bim that there was a traitor in his camp, and lay open the 
offer that had been made to him. 

S4. Pyrrhus received the message with astonishment 
and indignation. '* Admirable Fabricius," he exclaini- 
ed, " it would be as easy to turn the sun from his path, 
as to turn thee from thine integrity.*' -After making 
inquiry among his servants, he became convinced of his 
physician's treachery, and ordered him to be executed. 
To make a return for Roman generosity, he at once 
released all his prisoners. 

25. Two years afterwards, having increased the num** 
ber of his soldiers, Pyrrhus separated his force into 
two divisions, and marched at the head of one of them 
to attack the enemy. A severe engagement followed. 
The Romans had learned to turn the elephants to the 
destruction of thidir masters. They made large balls 
composed of flax and iron, and setting fire to them sent 

24. Exclamation of Pyrrhus ? His return of Roman generoaily ? 
25. Describe the battle in which Pyrrhus was defeated with great 
loss. 
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them among these animals as they approached th^r 
ranks. Made furious by the flames, the elephants turn- 
ed back, raging through their own army, crushing the 
soldiers in their path, and spreading terror and destruc- 
tion on every side. 

26. The loss of the Grecians was immense ; and their 
king resolved to leave a country where he found only 
faithless friends and desperate enemies. He embarked 
with the shattered remnants -of his army, and returned 
to his native kingdom. A small garrison was left in 
Tarentum, to save the appearance of an entire defeat. 

S7. Rome had now become a very large, powerful 
and famous city. In her previous history, which com- 
prises the period of her stern and simple virtues, we 
have seen numerous instances of heroic, though savage 
daring, and of noble though misguided self-sacrifice. 
We are now coming to an era of great interest in her 
history; the First Punic War. At the period 264 B. C. 
when this war commenced, the population of Rome was 
about two hundred and ninety thousand. In the year 
SIQ6 B. C. silver money was first coined at Rome. 

26. His departuie from Italy ? 27. What is said of the previous 
history of Rome ? Her population ? Coining of silver money ? 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Troublea in Sicily. Carthage. Firtt Punie War. 
Regtdus. TViumph of the Romans. RegfduB in Jjfrica. 
Xantippus. Fate of Regulus. End of the war. 

i. Haying subdued all the neighboring nations, the 
Romans began to think of foreign conquest. At that 
period, the Carthaginians were in possession of the 
greatest part of Sicily, and were waiting for a favorable 
moment to become masters of the whole island. Hiero, 
king of Syracuse, one of the unsubdued Sicilian states, 
called upon the Carthaginians for assistance against the 
Mamertines. This tribe in turn sought aid from the 
Romans; and from this incident sprung the first war 
l^tween Carthage and Rome. This, which is called the 
First Punic War, commenced in the year 264 B. C. 

2. Carthage was a city on the coast of Africa, founded 
by a colony of Phoenicians, about one hundred and 
thirty-seven years before the foundation of Rome. It 
was at this time a city of extensive commerce and great 
wealth. Her fleet was large and very powerful. She 
was mistress of the sea, while Rome had nothing that 
deserved the name of a naval force. * 

1. What is said of foreign conqaest? Hiero' When did the 
first war Gommenoe between Carthage and Rome? 2. What is 
said of Carthage ? Her fleet ? 
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^, The Romans resolved to be on equal terms with 
their enemy, and at once applied themselves to build and 
fit out a fleet. They foUnd a inodel for their ships in a 
Carthaginian vessel, that happened to be cast ashore in 
a tempest. The consul Duilius put to sea with this 
newly constructed fleet, and by his skill and valor gained 
the first naval victory. He destroyed fiily ships of the 
enemy, and thus deprived them of their before undispu« 
ted sovereignty of the sea. 

4. To conquer Sicily, however, it was necessary to 
carry the war into Africa, and a fleet of three hundred 
ships was despatched for that purpose, Under the com- 
mand of Regulus and Manlius. Regulus was of a 
stern, severe and frugal disposition, a brave soldier, well 
skilled and experienced in the arts of war. AH his 
private aflections and passions were blended with an 
inextuiguishable love of country. 

5. The combined fleet of the two generals was the 
largest, that had ever sailed from an Italian port. Their 
forces amounted to one hundred and forty thousand men. 
The fleet of the enemy was equally large, and was 
manned by better sailors. While they fought at a dis- 
tance, the Carthaginians seemed successful, but when 
the ships grappled, and the soldiers met foot to foot, and 

3. Building of the Roman fleet? Their victory? 4. Fleet? 
Character of Regulus ? 5. Roman fleet and forces ? Issue of the 
engagement ? 
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arm to arm, Roman ralor and energy triumphed. The 
victory was complete. 

6. This battle was followed by an immediate degcent 
upon the coast of Africa, when Manliua was recalled, 
and Regulus was ordered to remain and prosecute the 



war. Anolher victory waa soon won by the Romans, 
and eighty of the enemy's towns submitted to their arms. 
In this extremity, the Carthaginians determined to have 
recourse to foreign assistance. They sent to Lacedse- 
mon, a famous town of Greece, and ofiered the command 

6. De»eent upon Afiiea.' Coone of the Cuthaginians.' XA< 
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of their army to Xantippus, afi experienced and veteran 
general. He accepted the officei requiring readjr 
obedience to his orders, and promising them a speedy 
victory. 

7. The city soon began to recover its former spirits, 
and confidence. Xantippus took the field with an army 
secure of victory, and eager for revenge. The battle 
was skilfully planned, and bravely won. A large part 
of the Roman army was slain, and Regulus himself was 
taken prisoner. Other misfortunes soon followed? The 
principal town in Sicily was taken by the Carthaginian 
general Carthalo. The Roman fleet perished in a 
storm, and a new one was built only to share the same 
fate. 

8. The Carthaginians now entertained the hope of 
arranging a peace, on terms more favorable than those 
offered by Regulus. They thought that the imprisoned 
general would himself advise a peace, which was to 
shorten the term of his captivity^ He was accordingly 
sent with the embassy to Rome, on his promise to return, 
in case of a failure in the object of their mission. 

9. When the ambassadors approached Rome, and it 
was known they were attended by the old general, 
crowds went forth from the city to meet them. Regulus 
received their shouts of joy and welcome in a stern 
■■■ " ■ " ■ ■ ' ' 'i. y .^ 

« 

% Spirit of the city? Battle? What followed? 8. What i»\ 
said of peace ? Regulus ? 9^ Conduct of Regulus ? 
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sadness. He refused to enter the gates, sajing that he 
was now the slave of Carthage, and unfit to tread the 
soil of freedom, much less to partake of the honors 
which his countrymen wished Co hestow on him. 

10. The senate, as usual, gave audience to the em- 
bassy without the walls of the city. They were weary 
of a war, which had already been protracted through 
eight years, and were willing to concede to any reason* 
able terms. Regulus laid open the objects of the mis- 
sion, and the proposals of the Carthaginians. The 
senate discussed them, and gave their opinions on them. 
It only remained for Regulus to speak, and he spoke 
freely and eloquently, in favor of continuing the war. 

11. Imprisonment had done nothing to break his 
heroic character, or to blunt the delicacy of that spirit 
which would scorn to council the dishonor of his country. 
He felt that his own existence was but 'as a shadow, 
when compared with the glory of Rome ; he spurned the 
proposal which would sully her dignity, though it was 
to relieve him from the pains of imprisonment, or the 
horrors of a violent death. 

1% The senate admired the patriotism and self-devo- 
tion of their old general, and refused to consent to a 
measure which would end in his ruin. It was in 
vain, however, that they interfered with entreaties and 

. I !■ I I .. n il ■ 11. . , 

10, Views of the senate ?; Regulus ? 11. What is said of Re|pk- 
lus? 13. liis lesolution ? 
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prayers. He determined to return to his bonds, and 
refused to see his wHe and children, lest the natural 
affection of a husband and a father, should turn hin^ 
from his fixed resolution. Taking leave of the senate 
and his friends, he departed with the ambassadors for 
Carthage. 

13. There a most cruel fate awaited him. 'Jhe 
Carthaginians were enraged beyond measure, when they 
heard of the counsel which Regulus had given to his 
countrymen. He was put tcfdeath amid the most severe 
and lingering agonies; racked with all the instruments 
of torture, which the malice and ingeni^ity of his enemies 
90uld invent. 

14. Arms were again taken up on both sides, with 
more than former animosity. The obstinate courage of 
the Romans at length triumphed. They won a scries of 
victories, and after a continued war of four and twenty 
years, reduced Carthage to accept the terms they saw 
fit to dictate. Thus ended the First Punic War, in the 
year 240 B. C. * 

13. His death ? 14. End of the war .^ 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Peace and it» arts. War toUh lllyria. The Gauls, 
Second Punic War, Siege of Saguntum, Character 
of Hannibal, He crosses the Mps. Defeat of Scipio^ 
Battles, Fabius Maximus, His successors. Battle of 
Cannae, Capua, Syracuse. Marcellus. Sciptocat^ 
ries the war into Africa, Hannibal is recalkd, JBis 
defeat. Peace. ^ 

1. A PERIOD of profound quiet followed, and the 
Romans turned their attention to the arts of peace. 
They now began to cultivate a fondness for poetry, 
which in all nations is the first art that rises and the first 
that decays. But they did not neglect preparations for 
war; improving all intervals of repose, only to gather 
fresh vigor for action. 

S. After a long continuance of peace, they first tried 
their martial strength on the Illyrians, and afterwards on 
the Gauls. But they soon found a more formidable 
enemy in the Carthaginians, who had been again roused 
to contend with them in arms. The leader of their 
army was Hannibal, who when very young had been 
brought before the altar by his father, and commanded 
to swear perpetual enmity to the Romans. The boj 

1. What is said of the peace which followed ? 2. War with the 
Gauls and Illyrians ? The Carthaginians ? Hannibal ? 
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laid his hand upon the altar^ and kneeling, took an oath 
which he never forgot. 

3. It was at the siege of Saguntum, that Hannibal first 
opposed his military skill to the Romans. The valor of 
both besiegers and besieged partupk of that lofly char- 
acter, which might be supposed to exist only in the battles 
of Romance and fable. IjEannibal had offered terms to 
the Saguntines, but these were of such a nature, that^ 
rather than comply with them, many of the citizens 
gathered their goods together, and, having set them on 
£re, cast themselves into the flames. 

4. At this moment it happened that a tower, which 
had been much battered and shaken, fe]l to the ground. 
A body of Carthaginians entered valiantly at the breach, 
and Hannibal immediately gave orders for a general 
assault. The place was taken without difficulty. The 
Saguntines, however, continued to fight with the courage 
of despair, and many collected their families, and burnt 
their houses over their heads. Notwithstanding the 
great destruction of property, the weakh of the con- 
quered city was sufficient to enrich the victors. 

5. The capture of Saguntum was rather the signal for 
w^r between the Romans and Carthaginians, than the 
actual commencement of it. But afler the sacking of 
this city, the former made vigorous preparations to take 

3. Siege of Saguntum ? 4. Spoils of the city ? 5. Commence- 
znent of the war ? Passage of the Rhone ? 
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the field, and Hannibal began to conduct his army into 
the heart of the Roman dominions. Having arrived on 
the banks of the Rhone, he found that the passage of this 
river would be very bravely disputed, by the Gauls on 
the east side, who assembled in multitudes to defend their 
bank. He, therefore, despatched an officer, with a good 
part of the army, by night, giving them orders to go to a 
considerable distance up the river, then cross it, and 
endeavor to get behind the enemy. 

6. Hannibal received notice of their motions, and 
when he perceived that they had accomplished their 
object, he began to pass the river with the remainder of 
his army. The Gauls, on perceiving their approach, set 
up dreadful bowlings; but when they heard the shouts 
of the army behind them, and saw their tents on fire, 
afler a short resistance they fled to their villages. 

7. In his celebrated passage over the Alps, Hannibal 
met with much resistance from the barbarous mountain- 
eers. He had to pass through confined openings in the 
mountains, over which were placed troops of barbarians, 
who showered down upon his army masses of rock, 
which crushed vast numbers. His road wound also by 
a fearful precipice, down which the elephants, which had 
become unruly, fell, carrying with them everything that 
stood in their way. 

8. But the resolution of Hannibal overcame all these 

6. The Gauls ? 7. Passage of the Alps ? 8. Conduct of the bar* 
barians ? 
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difficulties; and his vigorous measures, with respect to 
the barbarians, terrified them into submission. After a 
defeat of one party of these savage inhabitants, another 
body of them, having contrived a stratagem to entrap 
him, came to receive him with olive branches and gar- 
lands, the usual signs of peace. Hannibal suspected 
the sincerity of their professions, but fearing, if he 
rejected their offers, that he should immediately have 
them for open enemies, he received them kindly. Upon 
this, they brought him hostages and cattle, and appeared 
to place entire confidence in the Carthaginians. 

9. Hannibal was so far imposed upon by these faith- 
less allies, that he made them his guides, and for two 
days they marched at the head of his army. But when 
they had got into a hollow way, overlooked by steep and 
craggy rocks, the traitors gave the signal to their com- 
panions in ambush, who fell< upon his soldiers in front, 
flank, and rear. At the same time troops of the moun- 
taineers had possessed themselves, as before, of the 
crags which overhung the precipices, and showered 
down from thence huge stones upon the Carthaginians. 

10. Afler nine days' march, Hannibal gained the 
sijmmit of the Alps. Here he remained awhile, to re- 
cruit the strength of his wearied army, and to give time 
to the ' sick and wounded, to rejoin the main body. 
Hannibal pointed out to his soldiers the pleasant country 

9. Their treachery ? 10. Descent of the mountains ? 
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lying round the foot of the Alps, and assured them that 
from this time they might reckon on the capture of the 
mighty city. The day. following he biegan to descend 
the mountains; but the difficulties of the descent were 
fi>und to be more formidable than those of attaining the 
summit. He was obliged with incredible labor to cut a 
road for his army through the solid rock ; yet with such 
expedition was this mighty task accomplished, that in 
four days from the commencement of his descent, he 
found himself in the plains of Italy. 
. 11. The astonishment of the Romans was at its height^ 
when they heard that Hannibal had successfully crossed 
the Alps, and arrived in the Roman dominions. Here 
again he pitched his camp, and stayed to refresh his 
men; then marching onwards, he received intelligence 
that Scipio was on his way to meet him. This general 
advanced with all his forces to the Ticin, a small river 
on the north of the Po. The two ai'mies approached 
nearer and nearer to each other, till, on the third day, 
word was brought in to each army by its scouts, that the 
enemy was in view. A battle quickly ensued, in which 
Scipio was obliged to retreat. Another battle took 
place at Trebia, with no better success to the Romans; 
after which, Hannibal crossed the Alps into Etruria. 

12. Hannibal was pursuing his march towards Rome, 

. 1. , 

. 11. Battle with Scipio? 12. Battle of lake Thrasymenus ? 
Stratagem of Hannibal ? 
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when he was overtaken by the Romans near th^ lake 
Tbrasjmenus. In the battle which followed, fifteen 
thousand Romans were slain, amongst whom was the 
consul Flaminius. Rome was in despair, on receiving 
news of this defeat ; and after many debates in the sen- 
ate, it was at length agreed to appoint Fabius Maximus 
pro-dictator. The caution and prudence of this com- 
mander baffled the schemes of his enemy. He even 
found means to enclose the Carthaginian within moun- 
tains; and it was only by a stratagem, that Hannibal 
was able to save his army. He collected together a 
great number of oxen, and having fastened torches to 
their horns, commanded them to be driven furiously 
down an eminence, in the direction of the Roman camp. 
The Romans were in consternation at this unusual sight; 
and, during their confusion, Hannibal found means to 
march through a mountain pass into the open country. 

13. The next great battle between the two armies was 
at Cannae, where the Romans again suffered a sad 
defeat, and ^milius, the consul, was slain. The slaugh- 
ter was terrible on both sides, but that of the Romans 
was overwhelming. The voice of lamentation and 
mourning was heard in every part of Rome, after the 
liews of the total overthrow of the army; yet the senate 
refused to redeem the prisoners which JIannibal had 
taken. 

13. Canns.' 
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14. The Carthaginians retired into winter quarters at 
Capua. Hannibal despatched his brother Mago to 
Carthage, with an account of his success. The senate 
expressed great approbation of his conduct, and at once 
granted him the supplies of men, elephants, and fhoney, 
for which he had sent. But Hanno, a senator, who from 
the beginning had been averse to an open war with the 
Romans, advised that the present time of victory should 
be employed in negotiating an honorable peace. His 
advice, however, was neglected, and the supplies were 
sent. It is said, tl^at Hannibal, on this occasion, sent 
to Carthage three bushels of rings and other ornaments, 
taken from the Roman knights slain in battle. 

15. Victory now began to turn to the side of the 
Romans% Hanno, a general under Hannibal, was de- 
feated with great loss, and the latter was himself over- 
powered by Marcellus, and retreated to Tarentum. 
Sicily having been converted to the Carthaginian inter- 
est, Marcellus laid siege to Syracuse with a powerful 
army; and it was forced to surrender to the Roman 
arms. This fine city was a sea-port of Sicily, and a 
flourishing republic. It was the most opulent and the 
most powerful of all the Grecian cities, and by its own 
strength alone was able, at different times, to contend 
vith all the power of Carthage and Rome. 



T 



14. Embassy to C&rthage? 15. Cbange of yiotorj? Siege of 
Syracuse ? 
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16. Syracuse ts said to have been often besieged bj 
powerful armaments, without success; and to have con- 
tained within its walls fleets and armies, that were the 
terror of the world. It was first governed by kings; but, 
for the space of two hundred years, considerable obscu- 
rity involves its history, till we discover it to have been 
conquered by the Romans, and added to their empire. 
The city did not, however, long remain under the Roman 
yoke. It was erected into a republic, with a popular 
government ; after which it was again under the guidance 
of kings, till the time that Marcelius sat down with a 
Roman army before its walls. 

17. The Romans were for a long time baffled in their 
attacks upon* this place, by the wonderful machines and 
fires of Archimedes. Marcelius obtained possession of 
it, during a public festival, while the soldiers and citizens 
were indulging in wine. He was admitted through one 
of the gates by Sosis, a brazier, and deputies were 
shortly after sent to him, tendering submission, and en- 
treating favorable terms. Marcelius granted life and 
liberty to all of free condition, but gave up the city to 
be plundered. He commanded the soldiers to spare the 
citizens; but the ungovernable army committed many 
cruelties whilst searching for plunder. To the great 
sorrow of the conqueror, Archimedes himself fell a 
vi<4im to the anger of a lawless soldier. 



16. History of this city ? 17. Archimedes ? Capture of Syracute ? 
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18* The Romans now brought over Syphax, aNumidi^ 
an king, to aid them against the Carthaginians; but 
Massinissa^ a young warrior in alliance with Hannibal, 
overthrew him in a great battle, and slew thirty thousand 
men. By treachery and stratagem, Hannibal made him- 
self master of Tarentum. But when the Capuans im- 
plored his assistance against the Romans, who were 
besieging their city, he hastened thither, and, being 
unable to induce the enemy to join battle, he lefl his 
camp silently, and hastened to the walls of Rome. The 
Romans were much surprised to behold Hannibal ad- 
vancing to the capital, but they opposed him with so 
much valor, that he despaired of being able to effect his 
purpose. Meanwhile Capua was lefl without relief, and 
fell into the hands of the Romans. 

19. Three general battles were fought betweein Mar- 
cellus and Hannibal, in the space of three days. In the 
first engagement victory was doubtful; in the second, 
t|^ Carthaginians had the advantage; and, in the third, 
the Romans were conquerors. But the consuls were 
unable to keep the field; whilst Hannibal ravaged the 
countries of Italy, and took a considerable body of 
'Romans prisoners. The city of Tarentum, however, in 
which he had lefl a garrison, was ientered by Fabius, 
and all the inhabitants were put to the sword. Shortly 

18. Scipio ? Hannibars march to Rome ? 19. Battles with Mar- 
cellus ? Tarentum ? Asdrubal ? 
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after this, Marcellus was slain in an ambush bj the 
Numidians, and his colleague was mortally wounded; 
Asdrubal, the brother of Hannibal, left Spain, crossed 
the Alps with a powerful army, and descended upon Italy, 
for the purpose of joining forces with his brother. This 
Union threw the Romans into the greatest consternation. 

20. Having concluded the war in Spain, Scipio re- 
turned to Rome, and^ was elected consul. Sicily was 
assigned him for his province, but, being desirous to go 
with an army into Africa, the senate gave him permission 
to sail with a body of forces into that country, if he 
thought it would be for the interest of the republic. A 
dreadful plague broke out in the Roman and Carthaginian 
armies ; but the latter had to bear the miseries of famine 
as well as pestilence. Scipio's generals committed the 
most cold-blooded cruelties, in thexities and countries to 
which they were sent, and the enormities of these officers 
were afterwards urged against Scipio himself. The 
Romans, at4his time fiill of superstitious fears, sent ^ 
Phrygia, in obedience to an oracle, to bring the goddess 
Cybele to Rome. This deity was nothing more than a 
shapeless stone; when it arrived, it was placed with 
great ceremony in the temple of Victory. 

21. Hannibal was at length recalled by the Gartha* 
ginian senate to Africa. On leaving the scene of his 

■ ;: i 

20. Where was Scipio sent ? What is said of a plague ? Scipio*! 
generals? 21. Hannibal's recall ? Omen? 
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Splendid victories, he could not refrain from tears. As he 
approached the African coast, he commanded the man 
at the mast-head to tell what he saw; who answered — 
''The ruins of a tomh on an eminence." This omen 
appeared unfavorable; continuing his voyage, Hannibal 
at length landed between Susa and Adrumetum. 

02, A conference took place between the Roman and 
Carthaginian generals near Zama, in which it was in 
vain attempted to arrange terms of peace. A dreadful 
engagement ensued, and the Carthaginians were de- 
feated with great slaughter. Afler this the CQcmy was 
obliged to sue for peace on any terms ; and, the war 
being terminated, Scipio returned to Rome in triumph, 
and was honored with the surname of Africanus. Thus 
closed the Second Punic War. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

lyar with Macedon, War against *Antiochu8. Its issue. 
DeaJth of Hannibal, Third Punic War. Siege of 
Carthage. Ms destruction, 

1, During the contest with Carthage, the Romans 
carried on a vigorous war against Philip, king of Mace- 
don. This monarch was frequently defeated by the 

22. Conference wih Scipio ? Battle ? Close of the war ? 
1. What is said of the war with Philip ? Its issue ? 



110 TALES OF ROME 

consul Galba, and was forced to withdraw from the siege 
of Athens. He was aflerwards driven into Thessalj, 
and obliged to beg for peace. This was granted to him, 
on condition of his paying a very large sum of money ; 
and liberty was thus restored to Greece. , 

2. The next expedition of thte Romans was against 
Antiochus, the king of Syria. He attempted to obtain 
peace, by an offer to quit all his possessions in Europe, 
and such in Asia *as were in alliance with Rome. But 
his o^er was made at too late a season. Scipio had 
perceived his own superiority, and was resolved to reap 
the benefit of it. The Syrian monarch took the field at 
the head of eighty thousand men; his enemies were 
much inferior in numbers, but of better discipline and 
firmer courage. 

3. Antiochus was entirely routed, his own chariots^ 
armed with scythes, being driven back upon his men, 
and bearing death in their path. He was compelled to 
accept peace, on such terms as the Romans offered. 
One of the conditions of this peace was, that he should 
deliver up Hannibal, who in his age and exile had sought 
refuge at the court of this prince. 

4. Aware that he could no longer expect protectioq, 
Hannibal secretly departed, and, after leading awhile 
the life of a wanderer, he visited the court of Prusias, 

2. Antiochas ? The number of his forces ? 3. What was the 
fortune of the battle ? 4. What is said of Hannibal ? 
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king of Bithynia. To this, the last place of his refuge, 
Roman resentment pursued him, and the hase Prusias 
promised to deliver his* guest into the hands of his 
enemies. 

5. The old general had been ungratefully driven from 
his native country, and had found ^on every side nothing 
but treachery and baseness. He resolved never to be 
taken by the Romans, and carried as a show and spec- 
tacle to the city, at whose gates he had appeared as a 
conqueror. In a ring on his finger, he always concealed 
a dose of poison. To this he was at last compelled to 
have recourse, to prevent his being taken prisoner. 
Thus perished the greatest general of his age. 

6. About fifly years afler the close of the second 
Punic war, the Romans sought a pretence to renew 
hostilities. During the long interval of peace, Carth«ge 
had so increased in wealth and power, as both to be an 
object of alarm to Rome, and to hold out to her avarice 
a prospect of plunder. The consuls set out with an 
army, to effect the entire destruction of the rival city. 

7. The Carthaginians vainly endeavored to avert the 
ruin, which was gathering over their heads. They made 
an absolute surrender of themselves, by their ambassa^ 
dors, and requested to kiiow what was the will of Rome. 
They were answered, that they must send three hundred 

5. His death? 6.. Carthage? March of the Roman armyf 
7. Conduct of the Carthaginians ? Order of the consuls ? 
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of their noblest youth, as hostages, to the consuls at 
LilybaBum; and hear their farther pleasure when they 
arrived at Utica. Thither the consuls repaired with a 
powerful army; and ordered their unfortunate enemies 
to deliver up all their arms. 

8. This humiliating command was, at length, complied 
with, and the consuls informed the deputies, that their 
countrymen must leave the city, as it was the will of 
Rome to raze it to the ground. It was then that this 
wretched people gathered courage from despair. The 
ambassadors returned home; and when they had told 
the full extent of their misfortunes, the people loudly 
reproached such of the senate as had consented to the 
delivery of hostages, and the surrender of arms. 

9. The noise of military preparations resounded on all 
sides. The citizens were engaged day and night in 
manufacturing weapons, and the women cut off their 
long hair to make strings for the bows. The Romans, 
apprehending no resistance from a disarmed people, 
made no haste towards Carthage; and they at last came 
before the city, to find a terrible enemy, completely 
armed; to oppose them. 

10. Several battles were fought before the walls, in 
which the Romans were defeated. They «at: length 
called in the aid of treachery, and the fate of Carthage 

8. Was this complied with ? 9. Preparations for resistance ? 
10. Progress of the siege ? Fate of the citj ? 
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was sealed. One by one, the fortresses of the city were 
taken, and the enemy advanced into its very heart. 
The temple only remained. This was the last refuge of 
deserters from the Roman camp, and of such Cartha- 
ginians as were the foremost to- undertake the war. 
Aware that resistance was vain, and sure that they 
should receive no mercy, they at length set fire to the 
building, and perished in the flames. Such was the end 
of Carthage. 

11. Other states soon met with a similar fate. Cor- 
inth, one of the noblest cities of Greece, was levelled to 
the ground by a Roman army. Numantia, the strongest 
city in Spain, was besieged by Scipio, and was fired by . 
its desperate inhabitants. Not one of them escaped 
death. Spain thenceforth became a Roman province. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

GroiDtr^ extravagance, Tiheriu8 Gracchus, His char* 
acter and fate, Cains Gracchus, He obtains the 
Iribuneship, Disturbances in the city, A party retire to 
Mount Aventine, Battle, Heath of Gracchus, • 

1. Rome was now lefl the mistress of the world, and 
without a rival in wealth or power. The spoils of Asia 

% 

11. Other Roman conquests ? 

1. What is said of the spoils of Asia ? Two men of the people? 

8 
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corrupted the public simplicity, and led to a spirit of 
idle extravagance, and grasping a^varice. Among the 
people were two men, who perceived tliis growing cor- 
ruption, and resolved, if possible, to repress it. These 
were Tiberius and Caius Gracchus. 

2. As a first step to this, Tiberius Gracchus obtained 
the renewal of a law, which enacted that no person in 
the state should possess over five hundred acres of land* 
This law greatly disgusted the wealthy, and they endeav- 
ored to persuade the people, that the only object of its 
passage was to breed disorder and confusion in the state. 

3. But their efforts were in vain« Tiberius was very 
eloquent, and possessed great influence. This he em- 
ployed in advancing the interests of the poor, at th0 
expense of the rich; till at length he fell a victim to his 
zeal, and was murdered in a tumult of the senators. 

4. Gaius Gracchus was but twenty-one years of age, 
at the death of his brother. He lived in solitude, and 
passed his time in the cultivation of eloquence. Hia. 
first office was the quscstorship of the wnoof in Sardinia. 
Here he obtained great respect and favor ; and when the 
king of Numidia sent a present of corn to the Romans, 
he ordered his ambassadors to say that it was a tribute 
to the virtues of Caius Gracchus. 



2. Of what kw did they obtaia the renewal ? 3. Fateof Tibenar 
Gracchus ? 4. What is said of Caiiu Gracchus ? His first offiM? 
Ambassadors from Numidia ? 
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5. This message the senate treated with scorn, and 
dismiflsed the ambassadors as ignorant barbarians. The 
insult so enraged young Gracchus, that he left the army 
at once, and offered himself to the people as a candidate 
for the tribuneship. He was declared tribune, in spite of 
the warmest opposition from the senate, and soon became 
very popular and powerful in the state. 

6. Gracchus, however, found the favor of the populace 
but an unstable support, and when he stood a third time 
for the tribuneship he failed in obtaining it. . This was 
the signal for his destruction. The consul Opimiua 
sorrounded his own person^with a powerful guard, and 
took every occasion to insult Gracchus, that he might kiU 
him in the quarrel that might thus follow. 

7. Gracchus avoided every meeting with the consul, 
and would not condescend even to wear arms in self 
defence. His friend Flaccus, however, a zealous tribune 
resolved to oppose party to party. One morning, when 
the consul was sacrificing, according to custom, at the 
capitol, the two parties attended there. At this time, one 
of the lictors dried out insultingly to Flaccus and his 
party, *^ Ye factious citizens, make way for honest men.'' 

8. This insult so provoked the party to whom it was 
addressed, that they^ instantly fell upon the lictor and 

5. Insult offered to them ? Coune of Gracchus ? 6. His farther 
fortanes ? 7. What is said of Gracchus ? The tribune ? Occur- 
fenee at the capitol ? 8. Gracchus and his party ? Proclamatioh 
of the consul? 
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killed him. Gracchus and his followers then retired to 
Moant Aventine. A proclamation was at once issaed by 
the consuls, declaring that whoever should bring them 
the head of Gracchus or of Flaccus, should receive its 
weight in gold. Pardon was also offered to all who 
would leave them, and return to their homes. 

9. This produced the desired effect. One by one, the 
mean, the avaricious, the timid and the fickle deserted, 
till but a very small number remained with their leaders. 
The consul Opimius led his soldiers to the mount, and a 
terrible conflict followed, in which about three thousand 
citizens were s]ain. Gracchus retired to the temple of 
Diana, where he was resolved to put an end to his own 
life. This was prevented by two of his friends, who had 
accompanied him, and who persuaded him to save him- 
self by flight. He was closely pursued, and his friends 
w'ere cut down by his side, as they were fighting bravely 
in his defence. At length, being surrounded and driven 
to despair, he prevailed upon his own slave to kill him. 

10. Thus died Gains Gracchus, about ten years after 
his brother Tiberius, and six years ailer he first busied 
himself in the affairs of the republic. He is blamed by 
historians as a factious and seditious man, seeking to 
bring about troubles in the state for his own elevation. 
If this be true, then he was indeed wicked and abandon- 
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9. Iti conseqaences ? Conflict? Death of Gracchus P 10. How 
18 Caiiu Gracchus considered by historians ? What further is here 
■aid of him f 
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ed. But if in his contests with the senate, he was moved 
by no other desire than. that of advancing the interests 
of the people, by just and necessary reform of existing 
abuses, then he is entitled to be numbered among the 
patriots who deserve the gratitude of mankind. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Vices cf the succeeding period. War toiih Juguriha. 
Fortunes of Caius Marius. Sylla. Conspiracy of 
Catiline. The first Triumvirate. Conquests and for-- 
tunes of Julius Caesar. 

1. The remaining period of Roman history is marked 
by vices, which we have not before been obliged to look 
upon. Luxury and corruption succeeded to the stern 
virtue of the earlier periods. The poorer classes were 
reduced to a slavish submission, and the wealthy ruled 
them with an absolute dominion. While in this miser- 
able state at home, however, the Romans still pursued 
their foreign conquests with success. 

S. Jugurtha was an ambitious Numidian, who usurped 
the throne, afler destroying one of the king's sons, and 
banishing another. The surviving brother fled to Rome, 
and laid his just complaints before the senate. This 



' 1. What is said of the remaining period of Roman history? 
3. Jngnrtha? The senate? 
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assembly had reached such a degree of corruption, thai 
the gold of Jugurtha was able to bribe most of" its mem* 
bers, and the suppliant monarch perished in the mare 
of his enemy. 

3. A continuance of his cruel and despotic conduct, i^ 
length, brought upon him the vengeance of the Roman 
people. In the consulship of Marius, this monarch was 
delivered into their hands, and sent to Rome to adorn 
the triumph of his conqueror. He died in prison 
B. C. 106. 

4. The disputes of the rival consuls, Sylla and Caius 
Marius, now began to create confusion in the republic. 
Marius, who had been the pride of the republic, was at 
last driven into banishment, and the distresses of his 
exile were very severe. After a series of adventures, 
he arrived in Africa, and went on shore near Carthage. 
He had scarcely landed, when the Roman prsetor sent 
him word, that he must leave the coast immediately. 

5. Struck with wonder and indignation, Marius for 
awhile remained in silence, his eyes cast upon the 
ground. The messenger demanded what answer he 
should return to the praetor. " Tell him/' replied the 
fallen general, *' that you have seen Caius Marius sitting 
on the ruins of Carthage.'' By this he pointed out, 
most forcibly, the instability of human power, and the 

3. Fate of Jugurtha? 4. The rival consuls? Exile of Marius? 
5. Marius at Carthage ? 
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greatness of his own misfortanes. He ' returned to his 
ship, and spent the greater part of the winter on the se«. 

6. Marius afterwards returned to Italy, and joining 
bis forces with those of Cinna, his most zealous partisau, 
lie laid siege to Rome. Having entered the city, he 
committed the most cruel outrages, and murdered many 
of the senators and principal men. His cruelties were 
only terminated by his deatji, a few days aflerwards. 

7. After a successful campaign in Asia, Sylla return- 
ed to Italy, defeated his enemies, and became master of 
Rome. No man ever made a more cruel use of victory 
than Sylla. Having committed enormities of the most 
gross and bloody character, he caused himself to be 
elected dictator, and of his own accord resigned his 
office, and went into retirement. Soon after his resig- 
nation he died. 

8. On the death of Sylla, the city was doomed to be 
distracted by the dissensions of Pompey and Crassus; 
one the richest man in Rome, the other the most beloved 
general. Pompey added very much to his military , 
glory, by clearing the Mediterranean of pirates. But 
while he was thus pursuing his conquests abroad, Rome 
was nearly ruined by the conspiracy of Catiline. 

9. This was a conspiracy of many of the ambitious 



6. His subsequent fortunes and cruelties ? His death ? 7. Sylla? 
8. New dissensions in the city? 9. Conspiracy of Catiline? 
Cicero ? Death of Catiline ? 
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and aspiring men of the state, to elevate themselves on 
the ruins of their country. They were led by Sergiua 
Catiline, a man who had wasted his fortune and his 
character by an ill-spent life, and whose only hope was 
in some desperate resource like the present. The con- 
spiracy was discoveired in season to be checked. The 
celebrated orator Oicero, at that time consul, distin- 
guished himself by his energy and activity in quelling it. 
Many of the traitors were at once executed. Catiline 
fell in battle, fighting with the courage of despair, and 
performing prodigies of valor. 

10. At this time, Pompey was just returning from the 
East in triumph, and Julius Caesar had left his prsBtor- 
ship in Spain, rich and covered with glory. These two 
generals then formed a connexion with Crassus, and it 
was resolved that nothing should for the future be done 
in the state, without the consent of all of them. The 
union of these three men was called the First Triumvi- 
rate. 

11. The first step of Cd^sar at this time was to obtain 
the consulship, and begin his plans of empire. In order 
to gain popularity, he obtained the passage of a law, for 
dividing certain lands among the poor citizens. He then 
consulted with his confederates, about sharing the foreign 
provinces between them. The partition was sooii made. 

10. The Fiprt Trinmvirate ? 11. Ce^sw ? Division of the prov- 
iacee ? 
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Syns. was <is8igned to Crassus, Spain to Pompey, and 
Gaul to CsBsar. 

12. Csesar now assumes a most important part in the 
history of the republic. Gaul was composed of many 
.fierce and powerful nations. The expedition of Csesar, 
into this country and Britain, continued eight years. 
During this period he fought very numerous ^battles, and 
subdued many barbarous tribes. But his attention was 
then withdrawn to the condition of Rome itself, where a 
contest was raging, which was a matter of personal in* 
terest; and. which resulted in a war that changed the 
Roman repubhc into a despotic monarchy. 

13. Pompey, who remained in Rome during Csesar's 
absence, had acquired the good-wilhof the senate, and 
was disposed to contend with him for the palm of great- 
ness. The jealousies between these two great men ran 
so high, that at length there remained no mode of ending 
their disputes but recourse to arms. Caesar, by a de-^ 
cree of the senate, was ordered to disband his forces 
within a limited time, and unless he complied with thils 
demand, he was to be treated as an enemy of the repub- 
lic. He refused to obey, unless Pompey would also 
disband his forces, and declared that he would march 
into Italy, and avenge the injuries done to himself and 
the coihmonwealth. 

12. What 18 said of QtMlf The etpedition 6f Cmtm i 13. Pom* 
pey ? Jealousies between Pompey and Ciefla^ i 
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14. Rome was now to be iRVolved once more in tJie 
horrors of a civil war« Ceesar immediately colle<^ed 
his forces, an4 sent them, under the command of Mark 
Antony, to seize Aretium, while he himself remained wA, 
Ariminum. It is related that when Csesar received the 
news, which rendered it necessary for him either to act 
with vigor, or to surrender himself to the senate, he sat 
down to tahle with his friends as usual, and, after sun- 
set, set out with all possible secrecy and a smidl retinue. 
-His li^t going out, he missed his way, and wandered 

about for some time till he found his guide, who brought 
him into the road again. At break of day, he came up 
with his troops on the banks of the Rubicon, a little 
river which formed the boundary of his province. He 
hesitated, whether or not to cross the limits of his 
•government. At length, spurring his horse into the 
water, he exclaimed aloud to his soldiers, " Let us go, 
•my friends, where the gods, and the injustice of our 
enemies call us." Then, drawing his sword, he passed 
over the river, and was followed by his whole army. 

15. Caesar, having passed the Rubicon, and thus in- 
vaded the territories of the republic, had no other course 
left than to prosecute the war which he had begun. 
His forces were composed of veteran troops, valiant, 
hardened by the fatigues of war, and strongly attached 

14. Civil wax ? Coune of Ciesar ? Passage of the Rubicon ? 
15. Cesar's army ? . His success ? 
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to their general. In six months after he had crossed the 
Rubicon, Gsesar had made huosBelf mitster of all Italy. 

16. Fompey was obliged to leave Italy at the mercy 
of his rival, and CsBsar went back to Rome, to take 
possession of the public treasures. Having provided 
for the continuance of the war, he again left the city, to 
subdue the lieutenants of Pompey, who had long been 
at the head of a veteran and victorious army, in Spain. 

17. While thus employed in the conquest of Spain, 
his rival was equally active in making preparations to 
oppose him. All the kings of the East had espoused 
the cause of Pompey, and sent him very liberal supplies. 
He attacked the lieutenants of Csesar, in that part of the 
empire, with great success; and crowds of nobles and 
citizens, from Rome, thronged daily to join him. 

18. Coesar's affairs had begun to look darkly, when 
he was at length brought to a general battle at Pharsalia. 
Pompey had become confident by sgccess; and his camp 
presented to the- victors all the magnificence of an enter- 
tainment, rather than the necessary and usual accom- 
modations of the field. This battle ended in the total 
overthrow of Pompey 's forces, and he was himself 
obliged to escape by flight. 

19. He first sailed to Amphipolis, and endeavored to 
collect fre^ forces, but Cesar's activity obliged him to 

16. War in Spain ? 17. War in the East ? 18. Pharsalia ? 
19. Death of Pompey ? 
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depart from theace to Mitylene, where he had left his 
wife Cornelia. Here he was detained two dajs by the 
badness of the weather; and having increased his fleet 
with a few galleys, he sailed to Cilicia, and thence to 
Cyprus. He then resolved to go to Egypt, and b^ 
the assistance of Ptolemy. From this king he received 
favorable promises, but was basely murdered bj his 
order. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Ccesar saih for Egypt War between Cleopatra 'and 
Ptolemy, CoRsar^s return to Rome. Honors bestowed 
on him. Conspiracy. Death, Second Triumvirate. 
Battle of Philippi, Expedition to Egypt. TVoubles. 
Death of Jhitony and Cleopatra. 

1. Having now obtained a complete victory, his suc- 
cess only inspired C.sesar to new activity. He set sail 
for Egypt in pursuit of his fugitive enemy, and arrived 
at Alexandria. Here he received news of his death, 
and ordered a magnificent tomb to be erected to his 
memory. 

2. The government of Egypt was at this time in dis- 
pute, between Cleopatra and her brother Ptolemy. 
Csesar claimed the right of deciding the contest, and 

1. What was the coarse of Caesar ? 2. What is said of the 
goyernment of Egypt ? 
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gave a decree in favor of the lady, by whose charms he 
had been captivated. A war was the consequence, in 
which Ptolemy was killed, and Egypt subdued by the 
Romans. 

3, It is not necessary to follow Cassar, through his 
many victorious expeditions. The course, that is to be 
tracked only through blood, we can derive little pleasure 
or profit from pursuing. Cato was the last surviving 
general of Pompey's army, and on his death in the city 
of Utica, Csesar returned in triumph to Rome. 

4. This triumph was of the most splendid kind. His 
conduct too was highly honorable, for his clemency to 
the partisans of Pompey. The people were blinded by 
his great success. They heaped every honor on him. 
He was called the emperor and father of his country; 
and his person was declared to be sacred. 

6. Having restored prosperity to the, city, and framed 
wise laws for its future good; Csesar was again obliged 
to go to Spain. The friends of Pompey had resolved to 
protract the war in that quarter, and had brought a large 
army into the field. Caesar advanced upon them with 
almost incredible despatch, completely routed them, and 
by this last victory subdued all his open enemies. 

6. The senate conferred new honors upon Caesar, and 
when he ha4 been appointed dictator, it was rumored 

3. Of Cesar's expedition ? 4. His reception at Rome ? His popu- 
larity? 5. War in Spain? 6. Jealousies amon^ the people? 
Conspiracy ? Its leaders ? 
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that he intended to make himself king. Jealousies 
sprang up among the people. A conspiracy was formed 
against him, in which no less than sixtj senators were 
engaged. At the head of it were Brutus, whose Mfe 
Csesar had spared at Pharsalia, and Cassius who had 
been pardoned soon after. Thej were both prstors for 
the present year. The former prided himself on being 
descended from the Brutus who first gave Rome freedom. 
It is to be regretted that the second Brutus could not 
have done justice to his country, without treachery to 
his friend. 

7. The ides of March had been selected by the con- 
spirators, for the execution of their design. Many prod- 
igies are said to have foretold the death of Caesar. 
Among these were umiatural appearances in the animals 
prepared for sacrifice, astonishing, omens from the flight 
of birds, and dreams of alarming import. 

8. All these Caesar disregarded; and though his wife 
Calpurnia, the night before his assassination, dreamed 
that he was stabbed in her arms, he resolved to go, on 
the following morning, to the senate-house. On his way 
thither, he met with Spurina, an augur, who had caution- 
ed him to beware the ides of March. " Well, Spurina," 
said he, ''the ides of March are come." "Come, 

Caesar, but not past," was the reply. 

»■ 1 1 - ■ ^ ..I .. I I III . II ».— ^— — — — ^1— »»^.»^»w.» 

7. Time of the conspiracy ? Prodigries? 8. Dream of Calpomia ? 
Meeting with Spurina ? 
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9. Having arrived |it the senate-house, the conspira* 
tors surrounded the curule-chair, and Cinaber^ one of 
the party, began to supplicate Caesar, till, in the earnest- 
ness of his suit, he grasped the extremity of his robe, 
as if to prevent him from rising. This was the appoint- 
ed signal. Casca, who was behind, now stabbed him 
lightly in bis shoulder. Ceesar instantly turned, and 
with the steel of his tablet wounded him in the arm. 

10. The other conspirators now rushed forward, but 
Cffisar continued to defend himself with great intrepidity, 
till he perceived Brutus among the number of his assas- 
sins. From that moment he resigned himself to his fate. 
'* J3nd thou, too. Oh Brutus!*' he exclaimed, as the latter 
plunged his dagger into his bosom. Then, covering his 
head with his robe, he sank down at the base of Pon»- 
pey's statue, afler having received three-and-twenty 
wounds. 

11. As soon as the conspirators had despatched 
Csesar, they retired to the capitol, and guarded the ap- 
proaches to it by a body of gladiators. The people were 
struck with horror and astonishment. Mark Antony and 
Lepidus resolved to make the deed pave the way to their 
own elevation. They harangued the multitude, and 
inflamed them with such indignation, that they would 
have killed the murderers on the spot. 

9. 10. Describe the scene of Caosax's assassination ? 11. What 
was the course of the conspirators ? Antony and Lepidas ? 
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12. At this moment Augustus the grand-nephew of 
Csesar arrived at Rome, and jbined his interests with 
those of Lepidus and Antony. Thus was formed the 
second triumvirate. They divided the provinces among 
themselves, and each consented to the sacrifice of his 
hest friends to the caprice or vengeance of his colleagues. 
In this horrible proscription, three hundred senators and 
three thousand knights were slain. 

13. Brutus and Cassius fled to Greece, and persuaded 
the Roman students at Athens to declare with them in 
the cause of freedom. In Syria, in Macedonia and the 
neighboring countries, they soon raised a formidable 
army, and placed themselves at its head. Their first 
intention was to march against Cleopatra, who had made 
great exertions to assist their opponents. From this 
however they were diverted. Their enemy marched 
into Macedonia to meet them. A battle was fought at 
Philippi, in which Cassius was entirely defeated and 
threw himself upon his sword. In a second battle that 
followed shortly after at the same place, the troops of 
Brutus were also routed. i 

14. The unfortunate Roman with a small number 
of friends passed over a rivulet, and night approaching^ 
sat down under a rock which concealed him from the 
enemy. Perceiving that all was lost, "Oh, unhappy 

12. Second triamvirate? Froecription? 13. Brutas and Cassius? 
Their army ? BatUe of Philippi ? 14. ^ate of Brutus ? The other 
conspirators ? 
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Virtue," he exclaimed, " I have worshipped thee as a 
divinity, but thou art only a name." He also fell on his 
own sword, and of all the conspirators against Caesar, 
not one died a natural death. 

15. The triumvirs made a new division of the provin- 
ces, by which all the power and wealth of the empire 
were placed in the hands of Antony and Octavius. The 
former of these visited Greece, and other states under 
his dominion, to receive their flattery and homage. 
Cleopatra, the celebrated queen of Egypt, was summon- 
ed to appear before him. Conscious that her beauty 
would enable her to deal with tlie Roman as she pleased, 
she resolved to visit his court in obedience to his command. 

16. Being arrived at the mouth of the Cyxlnus, she 
embarked in a vessel, whose ^ern was of gold, the sails 
of purple silk, and Jwhose oars,, covered with plates of 
silver, gently kept time to the sounds of flutes and 
cymbals. The queen lay under a canopy of rich cloth 
of -gold, adorned like Venus rising out of the sea, 
surrounded with children, like Cupids, fanning her. 
Her women, beautifully dressed as Naiads and Graces, 
were leaning negligently on the sides and shrouds of the 
vessel. The sweets of the burning perfumes reached 
the bc^ks of the river, which were thronged by multi- 
tudes of people. 

15. New division of the empire ? Antony ? Cleopatra ? 16. De- 
scribe her sail down the Cydnus. 

9 
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17. Antony was at once captivated by her beauty, and 
sacrificed every thing to its possession. He followed 
the queen into Egypt, and remained there buried in 
luxury and dissipation. Meanwhile Augustus led back 
his veteran army into Italy, and deprived husbandmen 
and shepherds of their lands, to settle them as bounties 
on his troops. 

16. This occasioned the most severe distress, and it 
was soon followed by another civil war, between Augustus 
and the consul Lucius, brother of Antony. Lucius was 
entirely overthrown; and the colleagues met at Brundus- 
ium, and arranged their differences. To make their union 
more binding, a marriage was concluded between Anto- 
ny and Octavia the sister of Augustus. 

19. Lepidus having been banished, Augustus now re- 
solved to set aside Antony, and thus be the sole master 
of Rome. Antony's conduct was such as to give him 
ample opportunities, for the performance of this design. 
Negligent of all business, he was the servant and slave 
to the pleasures of Cleopatra, thus giving offence to the 
Roman people, and heapiilg the most bitter insults upon 
his wife Octavia. 

20. Augustus now made open war, and the two armies 
took the field ; one mustering all the forces of the east, 
the other of the west. A great naval battle was fought 

17. Antony's visit to Egypt ? Return of Augustus ? 18. Civil 
war.^ 19. Conduct of Antony ? 
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near Actium, a city of Epiras. The fortune of the day 
was decided by the conduct of Cleopatra, who. fled from 
the engagement attended by sixty sail. Antony was 
shameless enough to follow her, and abandon his soldiers 
to their fate. 

SI. The victor pursued the unhappy fugitives to 
Egypt, where they both soon afler died. Antony stabbed 
himself on hearing h report of the queen's death, and 
Cleopatra perished by the bite of an asp, which was oon*^ 
veyed to her in a basket of figs. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

JhigusUu Boie monarch. His reign, Anecdotes, •Sppoint- 
meni of a successor. •Auguries, Death of •Augustus. 
Tiberius. His successors. DecUne and fait of Ike 
Empire. 

1. AiTQrrsTtrd was now lefl sole master of the Roman 
empire. He soon returned to Rome in triumph, and 
began to efiace the memory of hts former cruelty, by 
magnificent shows, and splendid entertainments. Hav** 
ing waded through blood to the throne, he determined to 
establish it in the affection of the people, by clemency 
and justice. 

12. He did mmch to improve the laws and manners «f 

1. Whatissaidof AujoruBfiui? g. Bifl lipp iawww il ef the hwsf 
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the city 9 and at every step of his progress was loaded 
with additional honors. A laurel was ordered to be 
planted at his gate. His house wad called the palace. 
He was called the father of his country, and indeed h* 
did every thing in his power to reform the rough eharae* 
ter of the Romans. 

SL Though, he could condemn or acquit when he 
thought proper, he gave the laws their proper course, 
and would sometimes plead in person for those he desired 
to protect. An old soldier one day claimed his assist-* 
ance in a certain cause, but Augustus desired him to 
apply to an advocate. *' Ah," replied the soldier, " I 
did not bid you find another soldier, to fight for you at the 
battle of Actium." The reply so pleased Augustus, that 
he pleaded his cause in person and won it for him. 

4. Cornelius Cinna, a grandson of Pompey, had 
entered into a conspiracy against him, but the plot was 
discovered before its execution. Augustus resolved to 
mortify Cinna by the greatness of his generosity, and 
thus addressed him; — '* I have twice given you your 
life, first as an open enemy, now as a secret conspirator; 
I now give the consulship, and let me see if your fidelity 
will not surpass my confidence." 

5. In his old age, . Augustus appointed his son-in-law 
Tiberius, for his successor, and associated him with him- 

3. Anecdote? 4. What ia related of Cornelius Ciniia.^ 5. Ap- 
pointment of successor to Augustus ? Omen ? 
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self in the goveriiment of the Empire. Ahout this time 
he solemnized the census, by which the population of the 
citj was found to be four million one hundred and thirty^* 
seven thousand; which shows that Rome was equal to 
four of the greatest cities of modern times. While this 
was performing, by a mighty assemblage in the Campus 
Martins, it is said that an eagle flew several times about 
the head of the emperor, then directing its flight to a 
neighboring temple perched over the name of Agrippa. 
This was interpreted by the augurs as an omen of the 
death of Augustus, and shortly after he died. 

6. Under Augustus, the Roman empire became the 
fourth great empire of the world. Its dominions, at the 
time of his death extended on the west to the Atlantic 
ocean, on the north to the Rhine and the Danube, on the 
east to the Euphrates, and on the south to the sandy 
deserts of Arabia and Africa. Such, indeed, was the 
glorious state of Rome in the time of Augustus, that, to 
this day, when speaking of the most flourishing period 
in the history of any country, we call it the Augustan 
age. In this reign the saviour of the world was born 
at Bethlehem in Judaea. 

7. Of the period that followed the death of Augustus, 
we may form some idea, from the fact that the seven 
succeeding emperors perished by a violent death. Hieir 

6. Extent of the Roman empire ? Birth of the Saviour ? 7. What 
if said of the Buccessors of Augostos ? 
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reigns were short, turbulent and bloody; and they all 
died by poison or by the sword. Vespasian was the 
first emperor afler Augustus who died in his l^ed. 

8. Titus, the son of Vespasian, first became known 
by his valor at the siege of Jerusalem. He was made 
emperor A. D. 79, and died two years afterwards deeply 
lamented. His successor Domitian was the last of the 
twelve Caesars. The early part of his reign was tran- 
quil, but he afterwards degraded himself by his vices, 
and perished by the dagger of an assassin. 

9. From the death of Domitian A. D. 96, to the reign 
of Constantine, Roman history possesses very little 
interest. It is a tissue of luxury and crime. The 
soldiers elevated their favorite to the throne, as often 
as it was made vacant, by Ihe dagger of the assassin, or 
the self-destroying profligacy of its occupant. 

10. Constantine the Great removed the seat of the 
court from Rome, to the place where old Byzantium 
formerly stood, and called it from his own name Con- 
stantinopolis. From that time the two cities looked on 
each other with jealousy, and soon after the age of 
Constantine a separation was made of the empire. 
Rome was called the capital of the western, and Cofl- 
stantinople the capital of the eastern dominions of Rome. 



8. Titus? Domitian? 9. Roman history from the death of 
Domitian to the reign of Constantine? 10. Constantine? His 
reign and death ? 
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Constantine died A. D. 337, afler a reign of tbirty«(»e 
years of great glory and prosperity. His empire wi^ 
divided among his three sons. 

1 1 . From the death of this great emperoir, the coodi* 
tion of the Roman dominions became very desperate. 
The people were luxurious, corrupt and factious. In 
this situation, they presented an easy spoil to the bardj 
and ferocious nations of the north; who poured ^wq 
upon the sunny plains of Italy, with a force as terrific 
and as inevitable, as that of the avalanche, which tuHkr 
bles from the cloud-hidden summits of the Alps, and 
sweeps away whole villages in its frightful descent. 

12. The great city, that had so long been the terroT 
of the world, was compelled to send ambassadoirs tp 
its besiegers to beg for terms of peace, or to request tQ 
fight with them in the open fi^ld. To this message the 
Gothic monarch replied with laughter, that '* thick grass 
was mote easily cut than thin;" implying that their 
troops, when cooped up in a city, would offer a mor^ 
easy and speedy conquest, than when drawn out in order 
of battle. 

13. The fate of Rome was fixed. The barbarians were 
this time prevailed on to depart by an immense tribute^ 
but they soon returned. Conscious of their own strength, 
they ravaged the city, destroying its monuments, sparing 

<Mi— ^ I ■— ■ ■ ■ I ■■! ■■ I ■ ■■ ■—■ ■.■■■■■■ ■■ .1 ■ ■ ■ I I I ■,■■ — ■■■■■■» . wi ^ i n_ >i mm 

11. Condition of the Roman people? 12. The Goths? Their 
answer to the Roman ambassadors ? 13. Fate of Rome ? 



neitiier private dwetlinga, nor public edifices, neither 
aex, nor age, nor religion. 

14. Such wss the end of the western empire of Rome. 
Its final diaaolution was occasioned by an irruption of 
the northern tribea under Odoacer A. D. 476. The , 
eastern empire continued an independent sovereignty 
from the 'A. D. 395 till the time of Constantine Falceo- 
loguB A. D. 1453. 

15. Of the emperors of the eastern empire, Justinian 



was among the moat celebrated. His reign chiefly 
owed its splendor to Beliaarius, one of the greatest 

14. End of the westeia empire^ Eastern-' 15. JuBtiniiui? 
BeliULriiu ? Uia hialor; ! 
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generals of his age, who gained many victories over the 
Goths, and led their king in triumph through the streets 
of Constantinople. He conquered Italy, and refused 
the crown that was offered him. He died in the year 
565. His history has been much colored by the poets, 
and among other fictions it has been stated that in his 
old age his eyes were put out, and he was compelled to 
beg his bread in the streets of Constantinople. 

16. In the year 1453, Mahomet II., emperor of the 
Turks besieged and took Constantinople, and thus put a 
final period to the Roman name. When Mahomet was 
surveying the splendid and desolate palaces of Constan- 
tino, *' a melancholy reflection on the vicissitudes of 
human greatness forced itself upon his mind, and he re- 
peated this distich of Arabian poetry: ' The spider hath 
wove his web in the imperial palace, and the owl hath 
fiung her watch-song on the towers of Afrasiab.' " 

CHAPTER XXII. 

Manners and customs. Ranks, Religion, Atigurs, 
Many Deities, Christianity, Temples, Funeral rites. 
Maniage ceremonies, 

1. I AM now going to give you an account of the man- 
ners and customs, of the great people whose history you 

16. Mahomet II. ? Arabian poetry ? 
1. What is the subject now commenced? 
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have just, read. I Bhall tell you about tfaeir domeatic 
habits, and about their public observances; about their 
state of society, agriculture, shows, dresses, religion, 
marriage ceremonies, funeral rites, military institutions, 
and public edifices. 

3. The people of Rome, as you know, were at first 
divided into two classes, the patricians and plebeians. 
It was to the struggles for power between these ranks, 
^at most of the difficulties in the slate were owing. To 
these ranks a third^was afterwards added, called Equites, 



or knights; and the custom of making slaves, of the sub- 
jects of conquered nations, introduced a fourth division 
, 2. What ]b Kud of diviaiom of tbe people.' 
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5. You have seen that the goTerninent of RtWM w«a 
subject to very Dumeroua changes. At one time it waa 
uader a king, at another under consuls, decemviri, die- 
latora, or emperors. The other officers of the ettdo 
were numerous, and invested with very difierent d^re«3 
of power. 

4. The ministers of religion among the Romans did 
ivA form a distinct order of citizens, but were cbosen 
flrom the most virtuous and honorable men of the atate. 
The superstitioni of the time gave rise to the esltttjisb' 
ment of a college ofaugurs, whose business it waa to 
explain dreams, oracles and prodigies, and to foretell 
future events. They drew their auguries or presages 



concerning futurity from the appearance of the heavens, 
and inspe<^on of the entrails of birds and beasts. 

3. GovernnieQl ! i. 



AND MODERN ITALY. 141 

5. Of course they could no more divine the future, 
than the old women, you may sometimes meet with in 
our villages, who pretend to "tell your. fortune," by 
examining the grounds of coffee cups. The weakest 
and most ignorant are now too well informed to give 
credit to these pretences. From this fact you can form ' 
some opinion as to the general intelligence of the 
Romans, compared with that of our own countrymen. 

6. The augurs at Rome interpreted the will of the 
gods in the affairs of making war and peace, and none 
dared to dispute t*aeir authority. No business of impor- 
iance could be proceeded in, without first consulting 
them; and their advice, whateyer it might be, was, by a 
decree of the senate, to be religiously observed. 

7. The office of an augur was important and honor- 
able, and was sought after by many of the principal 
persons in the Roman senate. Gato, the censor, was a 
member of their college, and also Cicero ; though they 
both appear to have been fully sensible of the extrava- 
gance and folly of the art they practised. A remark is 
attributed to Cato, that he wondered how one augur 
could look in the face of another without laughing. 

8. The religion of the Romans was a religion of many 
deities. Every virtue and vice of the human heart, 
every faculty of the fniad and body, every property of 
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5. What is fttid df the«e BUpenlitions ? 6. The augurs ? 7. Great 
men among the augurs ? Remark of Cato? 8. Religion? 
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the real and imaginary world, was presided over by its 
peculiar god. Every grove and mountain and stream, 
had its nymph or naiad, and every hero and sage of the 
country was elevated to the rank of a divinity » 

9. Every religious sect was tolerated at Rome^ except 
the Jews and the Christians. They were persecuted 
with unrelenting cruelty, until the mild precepts of the 
true religion triumphed over superstition and ignorance. 
Christianity at length prevailed over conflicting religious 
opinions, and was adopted as the religion of the state 
A. D. 311. 

10. The number of deities whom the Romans wor-^ 
shipped occasioned the erection of a great number of 
temples. Many of these were very splendid edifices, 
adorned with all the arts of sculpture, and filled with 
offerings and sacrifices. Those built to the inferior 
deities were of less magnificence and grandeur, and were 
merely styled sacred houses. In the dwelling oC every 
wealthy family, there was a private chapel, in which they 
worshipped their household gods. Ancient Rome is said 
to have contained four hundred and twenty temples. 

1 1 . Marriage*was very much favored by the laws of 
Rome, and severe penalties were inflicted on those who 
remained single. At one period, the censors obliged all 

9. Toleration? Christianity? 10. What 10 said of the Roman 
deities? Their temples ? Household gods? 11. Marriage? Pen- 
alties ? 
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the young bachelors to make oath, that they would mar- 
ry within a certain time. Augustus increased the penal- 
ties on bachelors, and bestowed rewards on those who 
were parents of a numerous ofispring. 

12. The parties were betrothed some time before the 
actual celebration of the marriage. This was attended 
with many ceremonies, at which the priests and augurs 
assisted. The contract of marriage was drawn up in 
the presence of witnesses, and confirmed by the breaking 
of a straw between the engaged pair. . The bridegroom 
then presented his bride with the wedding ring, and the 
father of the bride gave a great entertainment. 

IS. The wedding ring was worn on the third finger 
of the lefl hand, from a notion that a. nerve of that finger 
communicated directly with the heart. In dressing the 
bride, they never failed to divide her locks with the point 
of a spear, to signify that she was about to become the 
wife of a, warrior. They then crowned her with a 
chaplet of flowers, and put on her a veil proper for the 
occasion. 

14. Her toilet being completed, she was led in the 
evening towards the bridegroom's house, by three boys, 
whose parents were still alive. Five torches were car- 
ried before her, and also a distaff and spindle. Being 
come to the door, she herself bound' the ^ posts with 
wreaths of wool washed over with melted tallow, to keep 

12 — 15. Marriage ceremonies ' 
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I 

out witchcraft. In going into the hoase, she was by no 
means to touch the threshold, but was to be lifted over 
by main force. When she had entered, the bridegroom 
presented her with the keys, and with two vessels, con- 
taining fire and water. 

15. The bridegroom then gave a grand supper to all 
the company. The festival was accompanied with music 
and dancing, and the guests sang verses, in praise of the 
new-married couple. 

16. The funeral rites of the Romans present a very 
interesting subject. Burning the dead, though practised 
by the Greeks from very early times, was not adopted in 
Rome till the later ages of the republic. . It afterwards 
became universal, and was continued without interrtip- 
tion till the introduction of Chistianity. It then gradu- 
ally fell into disuse. 

17. Among the Romans, the bed of the sick was 
never abandoned to hired nurses and servants. It was 
attended by the relatives and intimates, who waited till 
the last hour, and bade a last farewell to their dying 
friend. The body of the dead was bathed in perfumes, 
dressed in rich garments, and laid out on a couch strew- 
ed with flowers. The outer door of the house was 
shaded with branches of cypress. According to the 
heathen mythology, Charon would not convey the de- 

I 16. What is said of burning the dead ? 17. The bed of the 
dying? Body? Heathen custom' 
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parted spirit across the Styx, ivithout payment of a fixed 
toll. A small coin was therefore placed in the mouth of 
the deceased to meet this demand. 

18. The funeral took place by torch light. The body 
was borne by near friends and relatives, on an open 
bier covered with the richest cloth. Lictors dressed in 
black regulated the procession. If the deceased had 
been a soldier, the badges of his rank were displayed, 
and the corps to which he belonged marched with their 
arms reversed. 

19. Before the corpse were carried images of the 
deceased and his ancestors. Then followed niusicians, 
and mourning women, who were hired to sing his praises, 
and dancers and buffoons, one of whom attempted to 
represent the character of the dead man, and imitate his 
manner when alive. The family of the deceased followed 
the bier in deep mourning, the sons with their heads 
covered, the daughters unveiled and with their hair 
dishevelled. . Magistrates and patricians attended without 
their badges or ornaments; and the procession was 
closed by his freed men, with, the cap of liberty on their 
heads. 

20. The funeral ceremonies of a man of rank were 
distinguished by an oration in his honor, pronounced 
over the body by a friend. The scene of this display 

18. The funeral ? 19. The procession ? 20. Oration ? Conclu- 
sion of the ceremonies ? 

10 
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was the forum, and in the later ages of the republic, it 
became very common. While the practice of burial 
prevailed, the body was either interred without a coffin, 
or placed in a kind of deep chest called a sarcophagus. 
On the termination of the rites, the sepulchre was 
strewed with flowers, and the mourners took a fare- 
well of the remains of their friend. The attendants 
were then sprinkled with water by the priests, and all 
were dismissed. 

21. When the custom of burning the body was intro^ 
duced; a funeral pile was raised in the form of an altar, 
and the bier was placed upon it. The procession then 
moved slowly about, to the sound of solemn music, when 
the nearest relative advanced from the train with a lighted 
torch, and set fire to the pile. Perfumes and spices 
were then thrown into the blaze^ and the embers were 
quenched with wine. The ashes were collected and 
placed in a costly urn, which was deposited in the family 
sepulchre. In the funeral solemnities of a soldier, his 
arms, and the spoils he had won from the enemy, were 
sometimes added to the funeral pile. 

22. It was a horrid belief of the heathen nations, that 
the spirits of the dead were pleased with blood. It was 
their custom to sacrifice, on the tomb of the deceased, 
those animals to which he was most attached during his 
life. In the more remote and barbarous ages, men were 



21. Ceremony of burning the body ? 
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oHen the victims, domestic slaves and captives taken in 
war; and sometimes friends have thus devoted them* 
selves from feelings of affection. 

23. No burial was allowed within the walls of the 
eitj, except to the vestal virgins, and some famihes of 
high distinction. The tombs of military men were 
usually raised in the field of Mars, and those of private 
citizens in the gardens of their villas, or by the side of 
the public roads. Many of these monuments are still 
standing. The sepulchres of the great and wealthy 
are engraven with long and pompous lists of their titles, 
honors and achievements. The tombs of the humble 
bear but a simple lesson to the reader, and some beauti- 
ful and touching expressions of sorrow or hope for the 
departed. 

24. How much more affecting and impressive, are 
the simple rites of Christian burial, than the pomp and 
splendor of the Roman ! There is nothing that speaks 
more strongly to the heart than a funeral ceremony in a 
New England village. £very thing is so still, and sim* 
pie and unaffected, that the mind rests only on the 
solemnity of death, without being distracted by display 
and splendor. 

25. Prayers are said with the family of the deceased, 
the friends and relalivea follow the body in silent proces-^^ 



23. What is said of the burial places ? Monuments ? 24. Chris- 
tian rites ? 
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Mon, and enter with it into the unadorned grave yard, 
where the generations of the family are sleeping. The 
hodj is consigned to the earth whence it came^ dust to 
dust. Prayers are again said, and the mourners are 
dismissed to their sad homes, cheered, however, with the 
blessed consolations which their religion promises. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Roman farms. Mode of ploughing. Farm houses. 
Grain, Cattle. Superstitions of the farmers. Gnr^ 
dens. Vines. Country houses. Description of Pliny's 
Villa, Aqueducts. 

1. I AM now going to tell you about the farms and 
gardens of the Romans. In the early and more virtuous 
ages of the state, the cultivation of the fields, and a few 
rude trades connected with it, were the only occupations. 
The man most valued and honored was the best husband- 
man, and many of the most ancient families received 
their names, from their success in the cultivation of 
plants, or the rearing of cattle. 

S. It is probable that at this period, the ground was 
broken up only by the spade. Afterwards, when the 
farms were enlarged, more expeditious means were dis- 

1. What were the early occupations of the Romans ? 2. What is 
■aid of their mode of ploughing ? 
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covered. Some of the Roman modes of ploughing are 
still in use. They always ploughed with oxen, a single 
pair, or sometimes three abreast yoked by the neck and 
horns. 

3. The farm houses were at first little huts, but they 
were soon enlarged, to suit the increasing possessions 
of the owners. . We read at a later period, of large 
store-houses and granaries, cellars for wine and oil, 
barns, together with separate buildings for the care and 
rearing of every species of domestic animal. 

4. The kinds of grain in common cultivation were the 
same as those now known in Europe, with the exception 
of maize or Indian corn, which was first found in this 
country. The ancient mode of converting grain into 
meal was by pounding it, with an instrument something 
like the pestle and mortar. Mills moved by cattle, and 
by water, are later inventions. 

5. Much care was paid by the Romans to the rearing 
of cattle. Sheep were secured under cover during the 
winter, notwithstanding the mildness of the Italian cli- 
mate. Shearing time was a season of general festivity. 
Goats were made as profitable to the farmer as sheep. 
Their hair was clipped every year, and woven into a 
kind of coarse stuff, and their milk was the chief supply 
of the dairy. 

3. Their farm houses ? Other buildings ? 4. What kinds of grain 
were cuUiv+ed ? 5. What is said of cattle ? 
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6. The Roman farmers were very superstitious. They 
refrained from all labor on the fifth day of the new moon; 
on the seventh and tenth they planted vines, and har* 
nessed young oxen to the yoke; on the ninth they com- 
menced a journey. The skeleton of an ass's head was 
hung up at the boundary of the farm, to enrich the soil 
and drive away the effects of blight. The same figure 
carved in brass, and crowned with vines, was affixed as 
an ornament to their couches. 

7. In the remote ages, the gardens of tlie Romany 
contained only a few of the most common pot-herbs, and 
orchard trees. The more delicious fruits, and more 
beautiful flowers, were introduced at a much later period 
from the Eastern countries. . The style of ornamental 
gardening was heavy and formal, producing a gloomy 
shade, rather than displaying beautiful scenery. It was 
the fashion to fill the gardens with dark walks, shaded 
with evergreens, loaded with statues, and bounded by 
high clipped hedges. 

8. It^is supposed that the Romans obtained a know* 
ledge of the cultivation of the grape, and of the art of 
making wine, from Greece. They took great care of 
their vineyards, and labored in cultivating the plants, 
with much art and industry. The mode of gathering 



6. Saperstitions of the farmers ? 7. Produce of the gardens ? 
Ornamental gardening ? 8. What is said of the grape ? Wine ? 
The Vmtage? 
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fuid pressing the grape was the same that is now prac- 
tised. The vintage was a time of festival, and the 
rustics made merry with the performance of a rude kind 
of comedy, and pouring out libations of new wine to 
Jupiter and Venus. 

9. The wine was kept in jars, formed like urns, some 
of which are said to have been so large, as to have 
formed when filled, a load for a yoke of oxen. They 
were commonly ranged in cellars, but were sometimes 
buried in the earth, or even bedded in solid masonry. 
The wine was usually kept to a great age. It was held 
in much less favor than the wine of Greece, and was 
much cheaper. 

10. I am now going to describe the Roman villas. 
Originally, they were, nothing more than very humble 
farm-houses ; but with the progress of wealth and luxury, 
they were made by degrees more extensive and costly. 
Some of them were surrounded with large parks, in 
which deer and various foreign wild animals were kept. 
Large fish-ponds were also not unfrequently attached to 
them, and were stocked at great expense. Generally, 
however, the villas were merely surrounded by gardens, 
and in size and appearance resembled those of modern 
Italy. 

11. The philosopher, Pliny the younger, was a nodle- 



9. Wine Jars? 10. The Roman villas ? 11. Pliny the Younger ? 
Situation of his villa ? 
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man and man of fortune, and tHe owner of four magnifi- 
cent villas. Of two of these he has lefl minute descrip- 
tions. One of them you may now read about. It was 
seated on a rising ground, facing the south, with the 
Appenioe mountains raising their tall cltfTs in the distant 
back ground. A porch fronted the house, with a ter- 
race before it, adorned with various figures, and bounded 
by a hedge of box. -Hence you passed by an easy 
descent into a lawn, surrounded by walks, and adorned 
with box cut into the shapes of various animals. 

12. Beyond this lawn, you entered a ground for 
exercise, laid out in the form of a circus, ornamented 
with well trimmed box and other shrubs, and fenced 
with a wall covered by box. On the outside of the wall 
was a meadow, and beyond were other meadows, fields, 
and thickets. 

13. Opposite the portico stood a square edifice, which 
encompassed a small area, shaded by four plane trees, 
with a fountain in the midst refreshing the surrounding 
verdure. This apartment consisted of a bed-chamber, 
and a dining room. A second portico looks out upon 
this little area. Another room, situated by the nearest 
plane tree, enjoyed constant greenness and shade. In 
the same building were dressing-rooms, porticoes, baths, 
and rooms for playing different games. The sides of 



12. Ground for exercise? 13. Edifice opposite the portico? 
Rooms of this buildinn ? 
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one room were encrusted half-way with carved marble; 
thence to the ceiling, branches of trees were painted, 
with birds intermixed with the foliage. 

14. In front of these buildings and porticoes, was a 
spacious circus, surrounded by plane trees, covered with 
ivy. Between these were planted box and bay trees, 
mingling their shade. The inward circular walks were 
perfumed with roses. A thousand difierent and fantastic 
shapes were given to the box, that bordered the straight 
and winding alleys that intersected the grounds. At the 

•fend of one of these walks was an alcove of white mar- 
ble,' shaded with vines and supported by four pillars. 

15. A fountain here emptied itself into a marble basin, 
contrived with so much art as to be always full without 
overflowing. Sometimes Pliny supped here with his 
friends, and then the basin served for a table, the larger 
vessels being placed about the margin, and the smaller 
ones swimming about in the form of little boats and 
water fowl. 

16. In front of the alcove, stood a summer house 
of exquisite marble, with projecting doors which opened 
into a green inclosure. Next to this was a private 
recess, furnished with a couch, and overshaded by a 
spreading vine which reached to the top. Here also, a 
fountain rose and instantly disappeared. In different 

14. Circus? 15. Fountain? Basin? 16. Summer house? 
Other ornaments ? 
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parts of the walks were several marble seats, and 
throughout the whole circus were small rills refreshing 
the verdure of the scene. 

IT. It was Dol till the year 441 after its fou&dalioii, 
that Rome obtained its supplies of water b^ meaas of 
aqueducts. They afterwards became so numerous, that 
it has been calculated tbey furnished the city about five 
haodred thousand hogsheads every day. They were 



Ronun Aquaducl. 

built of brick, and were sometimes thirty, forty or even 
sixty miles in length. The water was conveyed to 
] distributed through melal pipes 
QtuDtit; af w>ter curled dailj 



AND MODERN ITALY. 155 

orer the town in great abundance. Only three aqu^ 
ducts now remain for modern Rome; yet so pure are the 
sources from which they draw their supplies, that no 
city can boast of such clear and healthful water. 

18. Great attention was paid to ornament, in the 
erection of the aqueducts. One built by Agrippa, when 
cedile under Augustus, contained one hundred and thirty 
reservoirs, and five hundred fountains, adorned with 
statues and columns. Remains of many others at this 
day bear witness to their beauty and convenience. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Military affairs of the Romans, Division of the army, 
Tlu Imperial Eagle, Music. Anns, Dress. Mili^ 
tary rewards. Crowns, The Triumph, Jfaval affairs. 
The war galley. Commerce, 

1. You know that the Romans were continually en- 
gaged in wars. Their military affairs, therefore, occu- 
pied most of the attention of the most distinguished 
citizens. According to the Roman laws, every free-born 
citizen was a soldier, and bound to serve in the army at 
any period from the age of seventeen to that of forty-six. 

2. The Roman forces were divided into legions, each 

18. Aqueduct built by Agrippa? 

1. What is said of the military affairs ? 2. Divisions of the army ? 
The Eagle ? 
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of which consisted of three (housaod foot soldiers, &nd 
three hundred horsemen. The standard of the legion 
was the Imperial Eagle. It was made of gilt metal, 
was borne on a spear by an officer of rank, and was 
regarded by the soldiers with a reverence which ap- 
proached to devotion. The cavalry carried pennons, on 
which the iuiliala of the emperor or of the legion were 
embroidered in letters of gold. 

3. The only instrument of martial music, among the 
Romans, was the brazen trumpet. Some of the soldiers 



ilh light javelins, and others with a heavier 
similar description. All however carried 



3. IiulruDients of miutial ir 
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shields and short swords, which they wore on the right 
side. They were dressed in a metal cuirass, with an 
under covering of cloth, which was generally red, and 
hung loose to the knee. On the head they "Wore hrazen 
helmets, ornamented with flowing tufts of horse hair. 
The uniform of the generals was an open scarlet mantle. 

4. The cavalry wore a coat of mail, of brazen or steel 
scales, or of chain-work, sometimes plated with gold. 
Under this they wore a close garment which reached to 
their buskins. They rode without stirrups, and their 
saddles were merely cloths folded to suit the convenience 
of the rider. The discipline of the army was maintained 
with great strictness and severity. 

6. Rewards of various kinds were held out to those 
who distinguished themselves by an extraordinary ex- 
ploit. The mural crown was presented to him, who, in 
the assault, first scaled the ramparts of a town. A 
soldier who saved his comrade's life in battle, was en- 
titled to the civic crown, which was thought a distinction 
of the highest honor. The general who conquered in a 
battle was decorated with the triumphal laurel leaf. 

6. But the highest ambition of every Roman com- 
mander was to obtain a triumph. This was the gifl of 
the senate, and was only granted on occasions of splendid 
victory. When decreed, the general returned to Rome, 



4. Dress of the cavalry ? 5. Rewards of the army ? Crowns ? 
6 — 9, Describe the triumph of a victorious general. 
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and wag appointed to the supreme command of tbe city 
oil the day of his entry. A sculptured arch was erected, 
under which the procession was to pass, and soafibldings 
were raised for spectators in aU the public squares and 
streets. 

7. The procession moved at daylight from beyond the 
walls of the city. A band of cavalry, with military 
music, took the lead. They were followed by a train 
of priests in their sacred robes, with attendants leading 
to sacrifice a hecatomb of the whitest oxen. Next came 
chariots laden with spoils, the arms and standard of the 
conquered, followed by long trains of the captives con* 
ducted by lictors. 

8. Loud notes on the trumpet then announced the ap* 
proach of the victor, dressed in a robe of purple, crown- 
ed with laurels, and bearing a sceptre of ivory. He 
rode in a splendid car drawn by four horses, preceded 
by the Roman eagle, guarded by a troop of cavalry. 
The most distinguished officers of the army, in their 
richest dress and trappings, surrounded him; a band of 
children clothed in white followed, flinging clouds of 
perfumes and flowers on the air, and singing hymns of 
praise to the conqueror. 

9. Last of all came the victorious army, their weapons 
wreathed with laurel, and their burnished armour gleam- 
ing in the sunshine. Countless multitudes of the citizens 
lined the streets, and every window and every scaflTold- 



wm 
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tag shone with beauty. The procession was greeted oa 
all sides bj loud acclamations; joy and revelry reigned 
ia the city; and a scene was displayed of a magnificence 
and gorgeousness not to be paralleled in modern history. 

10. The first vessel of the Roman navy is said to have 
been built on a model, offered by the capture of a 
Carthaginian galley. Their ships were roughly and 
slightly constructed, and though very large, unfit to 
contend with boisterous and tempestuous weather. They 
were clumsy and ill-fashioned, with a high stern and 
sides, and rowed with two or three tiers of oars on 
different decks. The prows of the ships were armed 
with iron, usually carved into the shape of some animaPs 
head; the upper deck was surmounted with a movable 
turret, from which the soldiers could throw their weapons 
with advantage. 

11. The merchant ships of the Romans were of a size, 
corresponding with the purposes for which they were 
intended. Before the discovery of the magnet, by which 
the mariner can now direct his course in safety over the 
pathless waves, navigation was necessarily confined to 
the coast. These coasting vessels were considered 
large, if they reached the burden of fifly tons. 

12. Rome was long supplied with the products of the 

10. First vessel of the Roman navy ? Desfffbe the war galley. 
11. What is said of the Roman merchant ships? Navigation? 
Coasting vessels ? 12. How was Rome supplied with the products 
of the east? 
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CHBt, by the merchants ' of the maritime states of the 
Mediterranean. It was not till the conquest of Egypt 
by Augustus, that the trade became exclusively her own. 
Of this commerce Alexandria was the centre. 



13. The principal exports into Italy from India con- 
sisted of drugs and spices; cotton cloths and muslins, 
from the coaats of Coromnndel and Malabar; of silk 
from China, and of large quantities of diamonds and 
pearls from Bengal, and the pearl fisheries near Cape 
Comorin. From Persia and Arabia, they procured the 
richest carpets, silks and embroidered stuffs, together 
with rice and sugar. 
13. What were the principal importa into Ilalj ■' 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Shows of wild Beasts, Gladiatorial exhibitions. Other 
$poris. . Chariot racing. The circus. Carriages. 
Private entertainments. Supper roams. Convivial par^ 
ties. LiAxuries. Theatrical enterta,inments. Clocks 
and watches. The fine arts. Books and manner of 
toriting. Costume. Conclusion, 

1. The first amphitheatre erected in Home, for the 
shows of wild beasts, and gladiators, was a mere tempo- 
rary building of wood, probably erected by Julius CsQsar. 
The Flavian amphitheatre better known by the name of 
Colisoeum, was commenced in the reign of Vespasian, 
and is supposed to have contained upwards of eighty 
thousand persons. 

2. The wild beasts were secured in dens round the 
arena in the centre, which was strongly fenced, and 
surrounded by a canal, to guard the spectators against 
their attacks. A vast number of wild beasts were made 
to destroy each other, in these very cruel exhibitions. 
Eleven thousand are said to have been killed during 
four months of triumph, in honor of a conquest over the 
Dacians; and five 'hundred lions were killed in a few 
days, on a similar occasion. 



-••- 



1. What is said ofthe first amphitiieatre ? 2. Destraction of wild 
beasts? 

11 
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3. The first public combats of gladiators took place 
at Rome, in the cloee of the fifth century from the foun- 
dation of the city. They were exhibited at a funeral. 
From that period they became frequent on such occa-* 
sions» and afterwards on days of public festival were 
considered a material part of the ceremonies. Many 
times five hundred pairs of these wretched beings have 
been led to the public games, to sacrifice each other for 
the amusement of barbarous spectators. They were at 
first taken from captives in war, or malefactors, after- 
wards from slaves trained to the profession. 

4. They fought with various weapons, some in com* 
plete armor, others with only a trident and a net in 
which they endeavored to entangle their adversary and 
thus slay him. It is needless to give a minute account 
of these inhuman butcheries. They were conducted 
with the most bloody and savage spirit, and are sufficient 
proofs of the degraded and brutalized condition of the 
period in which they were tolerated. 

5. I will now change the picture, and give you an 
account of some of the less barbarous amusements of 
the Romans. Among these were several games of ball, 
played as among us both with the hand and foot. The 
young men chiefly engaged in sports in the open air, 
that would make them more active and vigorous. Box^ 

3. Gladiatoiisl combats? 4, Weapons of the gladiators ? What 
is said of these gamed? 5. Gam^s of the Roman youths ? 
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ingy wrestling and throwing the quoit formed a prominent 
part of these amusements, but chariot driving took the 
lead of all others. 

6,. For the better enjoyment of horse and chariot-races, 
there was an enclosed course immediately adjoining the 
city, called the circus. It was rather more than a mile 
in circumference, and was surrounded with seats and 
three tiers of galleries. In the centre was a barrier 
o€ twelve feet in breadth and four feet high, around 
which the race was performed; and at one end was a 
triilmphal arch, through which the successful charioteer 
drove, followed by the shouts and applause of the 
assembly. 

7. Four chariots usually started together, the drivers 
of which were distinguished by dresses of different 
colors. Each color had its particular partisans, who 
betted largely on the success of their favorite. These 
sports were exceedingly popular, and repeated in end- 
less succession. 

8. Of the form of carriages in use among the Romans, 
we have no precise description. They were of various 
kinds, open and covered, chairs and couches, borne on 
poles by slaves in livery. The couch was furnished with 
pillows and a mattrass, and with feet of silver or gold, to 
support it when set dawn. There was also a kind of 

m^-mm^m^m-^-^ ■ i i ■ ■ i . . . ■ i .i i i , . 

e. The circus? 7. The chariots? Their driven? 8. Whsi Is 
said of the finna of the Roman carriages? 
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dose litters, drawn by mules, and of carriages on two 
and four wheeb, painted of various colors, and highly 
ornamented. 

9. The horses were yoked to the carriage, by means 
of a curved cross-bar passing over their necks, and were 
directed by bridles and reins, which were sometimes of 
embroidered silk with gold bits. Besides mules and 
horses, many other animals were occasionally used in 
carriages, such as dogs, goats and deer, and even bears, 
leopards, lions and tigers. But this of course was 
merely for a whimsical amusement, and not for real ser- 
vice. 

10. When the Romans were poor and simple, they 
Uved chiefly on milk and vegetables, with a coarse kind 
of pudding made of flour and water. But as they began 
to grow powerful, and to conquer the neighboiing nations, 
they became acquainted with the luxuries of the people 
they subdued, and introduced them into their own state. 
As they found in Greece models of the fine arts, so Asia 
furnished them with new and numerous sources of plea- 
sure, in the gratification of their senses. 

11. In the later days of the republic, great attention 
was paid to the arts of the cook, and various apartments 
were constructed in the houses of the rich, for the enter- 



9. How were the horses managed? What other animals were 
lometimes used? 10. Early living of the Romans? Introduction 
of luzories? 11. Supper rooms' of the emperors ? Tables ?. . , 
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tainment of company. The supper rooms of some of 
the emperors were hung with cloths of gold and silver, 
enriched with jewels. Tables were made. for them of 
fine gold, and couches with frames of massive silver 
The Romans always reclined on these couches to take 
their meals. 

12. At great entertainments, the supper room was 
hung with flowers, and the guests were crowned with 
garlands. The floor was generally bare, though richly 
ornamented; and the ceiling was inlaid with a fret-work 
of gold and ivory. Scented oil was used for lighting the 
apartments, and massive carved lamps of figured bronze 
reflected their brilliancy on the gay and beautiful scene. 

13. Some of the more voluptuous and degraded of the 
Roman emperors, in the decay of the republic, were 
most extravagant and ridiculous in providing rare dishes 
for their table. The livers and brains of small birds, 
the heads of parrots and pheasants, and the tongues of 
peacocks and nightingales, formed a part of their daily 
food. But the most luxurious dish that graced the table 
of the Romans was an entire boar, roasted and stufled 
with game and poultry. 

14. How miserable must have been the condition of 
the people, whose masters could lavish their wealth, in 
such wanton and disgraceful indulgence of their meanest 

13. Ornaments of the supper room ? 13. Costly dishes of the 
Roman emperors ? 14. What is related in this paragraph f 
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appetites! On one occasion, the senate was assembled 
to consult on the best mode of dressing an - immense 
turbot, which had been presented to the emperor. In 
oor time, a council of cooks might have been called on 
an affair of so much importance, but it would hardly 
have been a subject to bring before the rulers of the 
people. The Romans, however, would have been less 
rapidly enslaved and degraded, if their emperor and sen- 
ate had always been employed as innocently, as in dis> 
cussing the most desirable manner of dressing a fish. 

15. Theatrical entertainments were first introduced 
into Rome, in the year of the city 391. They were 
originally little more than dances, to the sound of the 
flute. It was more than an hundred years, before the 
drama attained to much dignity or excellence. Actors 
were always held in contempt, but were enabled from 
the patronage they received to acpumulate large fortunes. 
Theatres were at first built in the villages in the vicinity, 
and the first permanent edifice of this kind in the city 
was built of stone, and calculated to contain forty thou- 
sand spectators. 

16. The use of such clocks, and watches, as we have 
at present, was unknown to the Romans. The sundial 
was introduced 440 years af^er the building of the city. 

■ - ■ — -— — — — ^— _ - ■ ■ ■ _ 

15. When were theatrical exhibitions introduced at Rome ? What 
is Baid of them ? - Of actors ? Theatres ? 16. Clocks and watchek ? 
Sundials ? 
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About a century afterwards, a kind of water clock wasi 
introduced, which was contrived with much ingenuity, 
and answered all purposes for the measurement of time. 

17. The fine arts were unknown in Rome, till after 
tho sixth century of her existence, when they were in- 
troduced by the successful captains of her armies, from 
th^ nations they had conquered. After a tftste for the 
arts had been thus formed, large enclosed galleries were 
built around the mansions of the rich, and were adorned 
with the finest specimens of painting and sculpture. 

18. In the dweUings of the most affluent patricians, 
these galleries also contained splendid libraries, which 
were open to the inspection of the learned and the 
curious. Collections of books were then of course very 
rare, on account of the great expense and difficulty of 
transcribing them. They were sometimes written on 
parchment, but more frequently on a paper, made from 
the leaves of a plant called papyrus. The leaves were 
pasted together at the ends, and then made up into a roU; 
which was enclosed in a covering of skin or silk, fastened 
with strings or clasps. 

19. Writing was performed with a reed, split and 
pointed like our pen, and dipped in ink. Matters not . 
intended for preservation were usually written with a 
pointed instrument on tables spread with wax. When 



17. What is s&id of the fine arts ? 18. Libraries ^ Books ? Pa- 
per? 19. Writing? Letters? 
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letters were sent forward for delivery, they were per- 
fumed, and tied with a silken thread, the ends of which 
were sealed with common wax. 

20. The usual garments of the Remans were the toga 
and the tunic; the former a loose woollen rohe, of a 
semi-circular form and without sleeves; the latter, a close 
white garment worn when abroad under the toga, but 
alone in the house. The men usually went bareheaded. 
For the feet the usual coverings were the buskin and 
the sandal. The buskin reached about half way up to 
the leg; the sandal was a mere sole, fastened to the foot 
by straps and buckles. 

21. I have now told you all that I can tell you at 
present, about the history, the manners and customs, 
and all other matters relating to the ancient Romans. 
You shall now hear a few stories of Venice, another 
magnificent and famous city of Italy, which has been tbe 
scene of very great events, and which is in its decay still 
visited, with great interest, by strangers from all parts of 
the world. 

20. Usual garments of the Rpmans? 21. What is said <jif 
Venice ? 
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CHAPTER XXyi. 

• 
Venetia, The Rialto, Remains of St. Mark, Crur- 

sades. War with Dalmaiia, Pestilence, JVew Cru- 

sade. Siege of Constantinople, Bold attack of the 

Greeks, Th^ dty taken. Spoils, War with Genoa, 

Marco Polo. Genoa, 

1. When the northern barbarians, from the year 452, 
invaded the sunny plains of Italy, the rich inhabitants 
of that portion of it, anciently named Venetia, sought 
refuge in the marshes called Lagune, at the extremity 
of the Adriatic. A very large number of people finally 
collected here, and supported themselves by fishing, 
making salfj and by commerce. In the year 809 the 
Venetians made choice of the island of the Rialto, 
transported thither all their riches, and built the city of 
Venice, the capital of their republic. . 

2. Twenty years afterwards, they stole from Alexandria 
the remains of St. Mark, and chose him the patron of 
their state. Feasting, music and solemn processions 
attended the arrival of these sacred relics, and the city 
was solemnly consigned to his protection. The saint 
himself, or his lion, was blazoned on the coins of the state 
and on the standards. 

1. "What is said of the origin of Venice ? 2. Relics of St 
Mark ? 
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3. Towards the end of the eleventh century, all 
Europe was engaged in a war with the infidels for the 
recovery of the Holy Sepulchre. In this enterprise 
Venice took a very conspicuous part. It is said that 
she sent a fleet of two hundred sail on the expedition; 
and she obtained for her services a rich reward. 

4. A war with Dalmatia, in the year 1171, led to an 
event of very melancholy interest. A fleet of one hun- 
dred and twenty well- manned ships sailed against the 
enemy, and on receiving his tokens and promises of 
submission, they retired into winter quarters at Scio. 
Here they were soon afler exposed to the ravages of a 
dreadful pestilence, which swept off most of the troops, 
and lefl only a handfiil of soldiers capable of bearing 
arms. The camp was not merely a hospital, it was a 
tomb. 

5. It was necessary to burn a great number of the 
ships, from the want of sailors to man them. On the 
return voyage, many of the remaining ships were wreck- 
ed, abandoned and destroyed. The splendid armament, 
that had lately sailed in such pride and gorgeousness on 
the waters of the Adriatic, now crept along its coasts in 
misery and meanness. Every family in the city went 
into mourning for a father or brother. But a still greater 
calamity was in reserve. The plague had been brought 

3. War wHh the infidels? Fleet of Venice? 4. Pestilence? 
5. Disasters that followed ? 
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from Scio, and broke out in the crowded population of 
Venice. A thousand disasters followed in its train, and 
the destruction of the growing state seemed to have 
approached. 

6. The pestilence however passed away, and proa* 
perity again shone upon the mourning city. In 1198 a 
new crusade was preached in Europe, and Venice fur- 
nished the vessels to carry the adventurers to the Holy 
Land. Finding themselves too poor to pay the freight 
they had agreed upon, they offered their military services 
to the republic, as a return for their ships. They were 
accepted, and the allied force bore up to the siege of 
Constantinople. 

7. While lying in the port of this city, a bold attempt 
of the Greeks nearly destroyed the Vehetian armament. 
One midnight the fleet was at anchor, when huge floating 
masses of fire, covering the whole breadth of the gulf, 
were seen rapidly approaching their station. The troops 
ran to arms, and the ships were speedily manned from 
the shore. Meanwhile the cause of the alarm had been 
discovered. It was seen that seventeen large hulks, 
filled with combustibles, had been fired by the Greeks, 
and lefl to drifl with a fair wind upon the hostile ships. ; 

8. The scene was most terrific. Instant destruction 
threatened the whole fleet. With the ruin of their ships^ 

6. New crusade ? What led to the siege of Constantinople. 
7. Bold enterprise of the Greeks ? 8. Its issue ? 
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the ruin of the army had been inevitable. It was a 
moment that called for the exercise of all skill and cour 
age. Leaping into their boats, the intrepid mariners 
grappled with the fire-ships, and dragged them out of the 
port. The camp continued in arms till morning, but 
no further attempt was made to disturb its repose. The 
only loss suffered from this great peril was that of a sin-' 
gle merchant vessel. 

9. The proud city of Constantinople was taken, and 
the hostile army loaded themselves with its spoys. The 
sanctuary of St. Sophia, and the altar of the Virgin, 
which blazed with gems and jewelry, were broken and 
robbed. The rich gildings and carvings of the churches, 
and the sacred plate, were shattered and carried away. 
Books, marbles, pictures, statues, obelisks and bronzes, 
treasures which had been gathering for years from 
Egypt, Greece and Rome, perished beneath the fatal 
fury of the invaders. 

10. Of this spoil Venice received a large share, in 
silks, tapestries, costly vases, gems wrought into drink- 
ing vessels; crowns of solid gold studded with pearls; 
rings and brooches set with precious stones; and splendid 
carbuncles, which were placed on the high altar at St. 
Mark's, blazing with their own light and scattering dark- 
ness by their beams. 



9. What followed the conquest? 10. Did Venice share in the 
vpoils f 
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11. In the century that followed, Venice was engaged 
in several wars with the rival city of Genoa. This 
beautiful city was already the admiration of travellers, 
for the architecture of its superb palaces. An acciden- 
tal meeting of her fleet with that of Venice, in 1293, 
lighted up a* war which destroyed a vast quantity of 
wealth, and for seven years stained the waters of the 
Mediterranean with blood. 

12. In 1298, Lamba Doria, the admiral of the Genoese, 
met a superior Venetian force at the extremity of the 
Adriatic Gulf. Undismayed at the appearance of ninety- 
five hostile vessels, this commander detached a small 
number of his own galleys, with orders not to engage till 
they could bear down with a favorable wind in the heat 
of the action. When the two fleets were well engaged, 
the shock of the fresh and unexpected galleys could not 
be withstood. The Venetians were completely van- 
quishea. They lost a large number of their ships, and 
seven thousand of their soldiers were taken prisoners. 

13. Amonjg these prisoners was Marco Polo, a very 
celebrated Venetian traveller. It is perhaps to his 
captivity, that the world have been indebted for the very 
interesting account of his adventures. He had been 
absent for forty years in countries before unexplored, 
and had returned from the Tartan court of Kublai Khan, 



11. Genoa ? Meeting of the fleets in 1293 ? 12. L&mba Doria ? 
HIb battle with the Venetians ? 13. What is said of Marco Polo ? 
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to relate the wonders of extreme Asia. His experience 
in sea affairs had gained him the command of a gallej, 
and in this unfortunate action he had been wounded and 
taken prisoner. 

14. His captivity continued through the course of four 
years. To beguile the tedioumess of this confinement, 
he undertook to commit his adventures to paper. Owing 
to the surprise and admiration which these excited, the 
traveller obtained his liberty. 

15, The two republics of Venice and Genoa were 
always rivals, and were frequently at war. In the month 
of July, 1798, the fleets of the rival cities met before 
Antium. A fearful storm was raging at the time, but 
the war of the elements could not tame the violence of 
human passions. The battle continued during the very 
height of the tempest: and the Genoese were vanquished. 
A severe war followed. Venice was reduced to great 
extremities, and offered the most humiliating sltcrifices 
to purchase peace. They were refused, and when, by 
a change' in the fortunes of war, Genoa was in her turn 
besieged, and obliged to surrender, the two republics 
were very willing to make an accommodating treaty. 

14. His captivity ? 15. Wax with Genoa? Battle of 1798 ? 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Government, The council. The Tribunal of Three. 
Their movements. Story of the two Foscari, Venice 
continues to prosper, J^istorical summary. The conr 
spiracy of 1618. Present stat^ of Venice, Reflections, 

1. Whole volumes would be required to relate the 
history of Venice, with the details of hernvars, and her 
foreign and domestic affairs. I must pass over the war 
of Chiozza, the three wars with Milan, the destruction 
of the Venetian flotilla, and the numerous interesting 
events, that you may some day read about in larger 
books than mine. 

2. The government of Venice was one of the most 
despotic that a nation ever endured. It was full of mys- 
tery, wickedness, and cruelty. The sovereign of the 
state was called the doge. He was at tirst chosen by 
the people, and in the earlier periods of the state they 
also defined his powers. A council of four hundred 
and eighty of the chief men was afterwards appointed, 
which governed the republic and the doge with a rod of 
iron. 

3. At one time this council appointed a tribunal of 
three members, who were invested with absolute powers. 

1. What is said of Venetian history? 2. Government? The 
doge ? Council ? 3. The tribunal of three ? Their powers ? 
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They were at liberty to punish by fine, imprisonment, by 
open or secret death, at their pleasure. The keys of the 
numerous dungeons beneath the level of the canals, in 
the walls and under the leaden roofs of the palaces, 
were in their keeping. They were also masters of the 
treasury, and could spend the public money as they 
pleased, -without giving any account. 

4. The movements of this body were shrouded in per- 
fect silence and secrecy. They employed spies in all 
directions, to hear and report every thing that occurred, 
which seemed in the least degree suspicious. Frequent 
assassinations were committed by their order. The 
Venetian, who dropped an expression of ill will to the 
council in the morning, might be in his grave by night- 
fall. Or if not murdered, he would be hurried away to 
some dungeon, from which he might only be carried to a 
less miserable burial in death. 

. 5. The story of the old doge Francesco Foscari will 
give you some idea of the power and policy of the coun- 
cil. He was a venerable old man, who had directed the 
Affairs of the republic for thirty-four years, with great 
spirit and success.. By imparting his own ambition to 
his fellow citizens, he had excited them to the conquest 
of a part of Lombardy. The people loved and respect- 
ed him, and on this account the council hated and deter- 
mined to punish him. 



4. Spies ? AsMuisination ? 5. Francesco Foscari ? 



ANP MO0ERN ITAI.T. 177 

6. Thej could efiect this only by loading him with 
domestic affliction. His son Jacopo Foscari was accused 
of having received a bribe from a foreign duke. On 
this accusation, he was put to the rack. A confession 
was thus wrung from him, and the aged father was 
obliged to pass the sentence of banishment, upon hi^ 
only surviving son. Five years aflerwards he was again 
unjustly accused of procuring an assassination; he was 
again tortured, and the period of his exile was prolonged. 

7. Soon after his innocence was completely established, 
and Jacopo entreated his judges to allow him to return 
to Venice. His love of country was unbroken by injus- 
tice, torture and infamy. He had only one wish, one 
hope, to return to the spot of his birth and die there. 
Life was misery to him, passed any where but in the 
home of his heart. After six years of useless entreaty, 
he wrote a letter to the duke of Milan, begging him to 
intercede with the Venetian senate and attempt to pro- 
cure his recall. 

8. This letter he purposely left open, in a place where 
the spies of the council would certainly discover it. 
The contents were made known to this body, and Jacopo 
was summoned to Venice, to answer for the heavy crime 
of soliciting a foreign power to intercede with his native 
government. He declared that he was guilty of the 

6. Jacopo? 7. His feelings and conduct in exile? 8 — 9. The 
eonclusion of the story of Foscari ? 

12 
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offence, but only for the purpose of returning once 
more, even as a criminal and in chains, to his birth-place*, 
the city of his pride and affection. Again he was tor- 
tured, condemned and banished; but, soon after reaching 
the place of his exile, he died. 

9. The old doge continued to perform the duties of his 
office, in sorrow and feebleness. Malice had not yet 
done all that it intended, though it marred the happiness 
of life, when it so cruelly robbed the parent of his child. 
One more injury was to be suffered. On the pretence 
that he was too old to discharge the duties of his office>^ 
he was compelled to retire from it. To the. last mo- 
ment he retained the affections of the people, and 
his own dignity of character. But 'the blow was 
too heavy to be borne, and the dethroned prince died, 
while the bell was tolling for the inauguration of his 
successor. 

10. We might well suppose that, among a people thus 
governed, there would be frequent revolutions. There 
was never a state, whose rulers were more execrably 
tyrannical. But notwithstanding the existence of this 
government, and in spite of its long wars, Venice con- 
tinued to flourish and prosper. Such was its power, 
towards the close of the fifleenth century, that this little 
state exched the jealousy and 'perhaps the fear of the 
greater European nations. 



■■ " ^ 



10. What ia said of the prosperity of the city ? 
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1 1 . Conspiracies ' are very frequent in the history of 
Venice. But the means, which the council possessed, 
of knowing every man's mind- hy their innumerable spies, 
enabled them to crush almost every revolt at the outset. 
A plot was once headed by Marino Faliero the doge 
.himself, which was laid for the entire destruction of the 
council. It was discovered, and the doge perished upon 
the scafTpld. His body was- conveyed by torchlight in a 
gondola, unattended by the usual ceremonies, to the 
church of San Paolo, and buried in its outer wall in a 
coffin of stone. I 

12. Another conspiracy in 1617 is very famous in 
historjr. In the summer of that year, Jacques Pierre, a 
Norman, who had passed his youth in piratical enter* 
prises, offered himself at the arsenal of Venice in search 
of employment. He was hired in some petty office, and 
a few days after his arrival, he went before the counci), 
and exposed a pretended conspiracy. In this plot, he 
alleged that he was himself the chief agent; and that the 
object of it was to fire the city, to seize and massacre 
the nobles, to overthrow the existing government, and 
transfer the state to the Spanish- crown. 

13. The council kept Pierre in their service about ten 
months, waiting for the maturity of the plot. At the 
find of this time, he waf seized, while employed on his 

11. Conspiracies ? Of Marino Fa]iero ? 12« Jacques Pierre .' His 
communication to the council ? 13. The fata. o£ Pierre ? 
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duties in the fleet, and was drowned without even suffi- 
eient delay for prajer and religious confession. About 
three hundred French and Spanish naval commanders, 
in the Venetian service, were at the same time delivered 
to the executioner. 
• 14. The evidence of Pierre had been kept secret, and 
the people were entirely ignorant of the cause which led 
to these frequent executions. A rumor was spread 
abroad that Venice had been in great danger, and had 
escaped; but nothing was known beyond vague and idle 
surmises. In later times many reasons have been found, 
to believe that the story of the conspiracy was entirely 
false, and that this great sacrifice of human life was 
altogether idle and causeless. 

15. We have seen that Venice grew in power and 
wealth, in spite of the tyranny which oppressed her. 
Towards the end of the fifteenth century, she was rich, 
powerful and honored. Her people were the most civil- 
ized on earth, and Vere devoted to the sciences and fine 
arts. But afterwards the commerce of Venice declin- 
ed, and the Turks deprived her of her possessions in 
Greece. From this time she ceased to take part in the 
great events that were going on in Europe, and was 
satisfied with preserving her old constitution, and her ter- 
ritory which yet contained three million of inhabitants. 

• ■ I III- I . . — ^ I i<r >!■ »' " ■■ I I I . .1- I ■ ■ 

14. What is said of the slbry of tho conspiracy ? 15. Venioe at 
the close of the 15th centuiy>3 Since that period ? 



AND MODERN ITAl^T. )8} 

t6. In the wars which followed the French revolutioQ 
towards the close of the last century, this proud city 
fell a victim to the French power. Since 1798, Venice, 
with its territory, has formed a part of the kingdom of 
Austria; and, with the history of this kingdom, is the tale 
of the city of St. Mark to be blended, till some future 
revolution shall restore .her to independence, 

CHAPTER XXVn. 

Cosmo de Medici the merchant. His successors. TFars. 
Cosmo the prince. Stoi-y of his sons. Rejkctiom. 
Later history of Florence. Verona. The amphitheatre. 
History, Other Italian cities. Reflections. 

1. Another celebrated city of Italy is the beautiful 
Florence. Its fine situation, its peculiar architecture, 
its treasures of painting and sculpture, and the striking 
events of its history, make this city an object of the 
greatest interest. In the confusion of the middle ages, 
it rose lo a height of wealth and power, which placed it 
far above all the surrounding cities. 

2. The most interesting portion of Florentine history 
is that, which was marked by the family of the Medici. 
This family originally consisted of merchants, who by 

16. Venice since 1798 ? 

1 . What is said of Florence ? Its stand in the middle ages ? 
2. The family of Medici ? The Duke of Athens ? 
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their puiBuits had acquired wealth and importance. 
They conducted with much generositj and wisdom, and 
soon became verj popular and influential. This influ- 
ence they exerted, to raise the duke of Athens to the 
government of Florence. The duke was ungrateful, 
and the Medici with some other families formed a con- 
spiracy, which ended in bis ruin^r 

3. Cosmo de Medici died in 1464, the private subject 
of a republic. He was more wealthy than any king in 
Europe, and expended larger sums in works of taste, 
charity and learning, than all the kings, princes and 
states of that or the subsequent age, excepting the in- 
dividuals of his own family. He established religious 
institutions, with a splendid generosity. His private 
buildings were equally sumptuous. No palace in Europe 
at that period exceeded his at Florence. 

4. With all this public expense and grandeur, in pri- 
vate he was modest, affable and unassuming, and in his 
person plain and' modest. Cosmo was succeeded by his 
son Peter, and Peter by his children Lorenzo and Giul- 
iano. The latter was soon murdered, and Lorenzo died 
at the age of fifly-four years, eminent like his ancestors 
for his liberality and public munificence. 

5. The tranquillity of the state was for many years 

3. When did Cosmo de Medici die ? What is said of him ? 
4. His private life ? His successors? 5. Wars? Popular govero- 
ment ? 
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disturbed, by wars with Venice and Genoa. In the 
course of these commotions, the people assumed the 
governlnent of Florence, but this government was soon 
reversed, and the family of the Medici was restored to 
the throne. 

6. Cosmo, the second of that name, now succeeded 
to the ducal throne. He held this position with honor 
for thirty-eight years, giving encouragement to literature 
and the fine arts, with a spirit which proved him worthy 
of his name. A melancholy story is related of this 
prince, which shows . somewhat of the savage spirit, 
which seems to have marked the European character 
during the middle ages. 

7. The sons of this monarch were named John and 
Crarcia. The latter was of a fierce and vindictive spirit, 
and in a quarrel one day with his brother, stabbed him 
to the heart with a dagger. The father laid the murder 
to his charge, but the youth denied it. In those times, 
there was an idle superstition, that if a murderer was 
carried into the presence of his victim, the dead body 
would bleed at his approach. The king led his son into 
the room where his murdered brother was lying, and it 
is said that drops of blood immediately flowed from the 
corpse. 

8. This must have been merely accidental, or a con- 

6. Cosmo ? 7. The story related in this paragraph? 8. The issat 
of the story "> 
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trivance of the father. More oppressed by this apparent 
testimony of his guilt, than by his real criminality, the 
boy threw himself at his father's feet and confessed the 
charge. The father solemnly desired him to prepare for 
death, adding, that he ought to think himself happy, in 
losing a life he was unworthy to enjoy, by the hands 
of him who gave it. He then unsheathed his dagger, 
and plunged it into the bosom of his son. 

9. A more melancholy tale than this is nowhere to be 
found in history. You have read of the elder Brutus, 
who presided as judge at the trial of his son, and con- 
demned him to death. To preserve the honor of his 
daughter, Virginius devoted her to perish by his own 
hand. But where do the annals even of Italian crime 
present a more • gloomy picture, than that of a brother 
raising his hand against a brother, and a father taking 
the life of a child ? 

10. Under the grand duke who succeeded Cosmo, the 
arts and sciences continued to flourish at Florence, and 
the wise and skilful policy of the Medici continued to 
preside over the councils of the state. The family of 
the Medici became extinot in 1737, when the Grand 
Dutchy pass;ed to another house. Since that time it has 
been a republic, and a kingdom, and a part of the French 
empire. It is now the seat of a duke. 

1 1 . Verona is an ancient city, in a very pleasant and 

■ — ^- - - - ^ _ . _ _ 

9. ReflectioAs? 10. The later history of Florence ? 11. Verona? 
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picturesque situation, divided into two parts by the river 
Adige, which is crossed by four stone bridges. You 
may judge something of the antique style oT building, 
and the. appearance of the streets of this city, by the 
picture on the folloii^ing page. This city has been the 
birth-place of many distinguished men. 

12. One of the most interesting remains of Roman 
architecture, now existing, is the amphitheatre, said to 
have been built by Domitian. It was large enough to 
hold twenty-two thousand spectators. The seats and 
different passages, the stair-cases and galleries remain 
entire, the whole consisting of vast blocks of marble, of 
two stories. For a time in the middle ages, Verona 
was free, but it was afterwards under the rule of differ- 
ent masters, and in 1405 it was conquered by Venice. 

13. But I cannot in such a little book, tell you about 
all the cities of Italy. You will read at some other time 
of the history of Milan, Pisa, Genoa, Naples and many 
other delighttul places, and follow them from their origin 
to their decline, always with interest, but oflen with sor- 
row and pity. Compare their past splendor with their 
present decay, and you will learn that the happiness and 
permanence of a state rest upon the virtu6 and intelli- 
gence of the people, and not upon their wealth, power 
or magnificence. 

12. The amphitheatre of Domitian P History ? 13. What conVi 
parison is made in this paragraph ? 
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14. The time may come, when the free cities of our 
own happy country may accumulate unbounded wealth, 
and lavish it on the productions of art,- or in the luxuries 
of a corrupt society. Foreign manners, tastes, and 
principles may obtain a root in our soil, and overshadow 
the humble, and simple virtues which our fathers planted 
and nurtured. The people may abuse the power which 
they possess, or may willingly surrender it to the artful, 
designing and ambitious, who will flatter and fawn upon 
them, only to complete their ruin. 

15. But if some modorn Tarquin, or Csesar, may at 
any time attempt to trample on the liberties of our coun- 
try, we may not hope that the dagger of a patriot may 
be ready to be plunged in his bosom ; but we may, and 
ought to, hope that the supremacy of justice will teach 
him, that the rights of society are to be preserved, 
according^ to the laws of society; He should be tried 
before the tribunals of his country, and the task, that in 
Rome fell upon the elder and the younger Brutus, should 
be discharged by the public executioner. 

14. Reflections ? 15. Concluding^ observations ? 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Fine ari$, Leonardo da Vinci, .Qnecdoie, Pietro Pert^- 
gtno. Michael Angelo. Raphael Sanzio, GeniHe 
Bellino, His adventures at the court of ffce Sultark, 
Titian. Corregio. Julio Rotnano, . Francesco Maz- 
zola, Tintoretto. The Caracci. Domemchino. Guido 
Reni, Caravaggio. Salvator Rosa. 

1. I AM now going to tell you something of the fine 
arts of modern Italy; and of the painters and sculptors, 
who have gained immortal fame for themselves, and shed 
immortal glory upon their country. ^ It is for these works 
,that the cities of Italy are now places of pilgrimage, 
to all who have a taste for the arts, and a power to 
gratify it. 

2. It is probahle that painting was cultivated in Italy 
at a very early period, but little is known of it in its first 
stages. It was not till after the reduction of Greece to 
the Roman power, that Rome became the centre of 
honor, employment and profit to artists. 

3. Of the most celebrated artists of Italy, one of the 
earliest was Leonardo da Vinci, a native of Florence. 
He was eminent in a variety of accomplishments; being 
a painter, poet, sculptor, architect, musician and man 

1. What is said of the fine arte ? 2. Painting in Italy ? 3. What 
is said of Leonardo da Vinci ? 
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of science. His success in every thing he undertook 
vfas wonderful. His paintings are now dispersed 
throughout Europe. 

4. One of the most beautiful of his works is ' The 
Last Supper,' which was executed for the fathers of a 
convent in Milan. This picture is said to be unsurpass- 
ed in dignity and beauty. An anecdote connected with 
it is perhaps worthy of being mentioned. The head of 
Judas had been lefl unfinished, from the difficulty of 
finding a suitable model for the treacherous disciple. 
This delay in finishing the piece induced the prior of the 
convent, to importune the painter for its completion. To 
punish him for bis impertinence. Da Vinci clapped the 
head of the prior on the shoulders of Judas, and the 
picture was ready for him. 

5. Da Vinci afterwards lefl Italy, and went to Paris. 
Here he was favorably received by the king Francis I., 
and was visited by him in his last sickness. The painter 
attempted to rise from his couch, to thank him for this 
mark of kindness. At the moment the monarch em- 
braced him, and was assisting him to lie down again, 
Da Vinci became speechless, and died in his arms, in 
the seventy-iiflh year of his age, A. D. 1520. 

6. Among the fellow students of this great artist was 
Pietro Perugino, the tutor of Raphael. He was born 

4. The last supper? Anecdote? 5. What more is said of Da 
Vinci ? 6. Of Pietro Perugino ? 
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of poor parents, and at a very early age received in* 
struction of a poor painter, who taught him little, and 
abused him a great deal. As soon as he was able to 
procure his own livelihood, he went to Florence, and 
placed himself under suitable masters. He became 
celebrated for the graceful air of his ftnnale heads, and 
was principally employed in adorning convents and 
churches. Unfortunately he was very distrustful and 
avaricious. Wherever he went, he carried with him a 
box containing his gold. Being robbed of this treasure, 
the loss so depressed his spirits, that it occasioned his 
death. 

7. The most sublime of painters and sculptors is 
Michael Angelo Buonarotti, who was born in the year 
1474, in a village of Tuscany. Under the patronage of 
Lorenzo de Medici, he erected an academy of the Fine 
Arts at Florence, and is considered the head of the 
school which was founded there. Michael Angelo 
delighted in the grand and the terrible, in bold and sub- 
lime conceptions. He loved solitude, and used to say 
that Painting was jealous, and required the whole man 
to herself. When asked why he did not marry, his 
reply was — ** Painting is my wife, and my works are my 
children." 

8. His greatest work, which is the wonder and the 



7. When und where was Michael Angelo bom ? What obaerva- 
tiona of his are mentioned ? 8. Hia greateat painting ? 



AND modern: ITALY. 191: 

friumph of art, is the picture of The Last Judgments- 
It contains upwards of three hundred figures, many of - 
which are larger than life. It is the moat sublime and 
awful production of human genius. 

9. The character of Michael Angelo's sculpture has- 
often been criticised. His style is lofly and original, 
but sometimes too exaggerated and unnatural. Hisi 
works surprise and startle, but do not delight us. 
Among his most celebrated pieces of sculpture, are his 
statues of Daybreak and Night, which are said to be 
grand and mysterious almost beyond conception. His 
statue of Moses, on the tomb of Julius H. at Rome, 
represents a commanding being, who inspires us with 
awe, but not with sympathy or interest. 

10. Michael Angelo obtained the esteem and friend- 
ship, of all the sovereign princes of his time. He died 
at Rome at the age of ninety years. Cosmo de Medici 
ordered Jiis body to be secretly unburied, and brought to 
Florence. Here he was reinterred in the church of 
Santa Croce, where magnificent funeral rites were per- 
formed. His tomb is»8till to be ^een there. It is a 
monument of marble, adorned with figures of Painting, 
Sculpture, and Architecture, all by his own hand. 

11. Raphael Sanzio, the founder of the Roman sohool 
of painting, was a native of Urbino, and after receiving 

9. His sculpture ? His most celebrated s^tues ? 10. His charac- 
ter? Death? Monument? 11. What is said of Raphae}? His 
works? 
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a little instruction in the art, he visited Florence to study 
the works of Michael Angelo and Da Vinci. He was 
an artist of varied and fervid genius. His works en^ 
brace every expression of passion and feeling, that can 
work in the human mind, or mould the features of the 
human face. The charm of his painting is his great 
beauty, and truth ; to nature. In private life he was 
universally beloved. 

12. It was at Venice, that the art of coloring was first 
carried to perfection. One of the earliest Venetian 
painters was Gentile Bellino. This artist, at the request 
of Mahomet II., the emperor of the Turks, paid a visit 
to his highness and was very kindly received. He 
executed various works for the emperor, which were 
much admired. As the Turks entertained a deep vene- 
ration for John the Baptist, Mahomet requested the 
artist to represent the scene of his death. When the 
painting was finished, Gentile brought it into the presence 
of the Grand Seignior, and requested his opinion of its 
merits. 

13. The sultan remarked thatr the skin of the neck, 
which was separated from the body, was too high: 
** because," he added, **the head is no sooner cut off 
than the skin of the neck shrinks back." To convince 
him of the truth of this criticism, the sultan ordered .the 



12. The art of coloring ? Gentile Bellino ? His visit to MsOto- 
met II. ? 13. Cruelty of the sultan? Bellino ? 
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head of a slave to be instantly struck off in his presence. 
The painter was convinced, but was too much terrified 
to remain longer in the service of so acute a critic. 
He took his leave as soon as possible, and returned ta 
his native country loaded with presents. The emperor 
recommended him so highly to the Venetian Senate, 
that they granted him a pension for life, and' the honorary 
distinction of the order of St. Mark. 

14. Titian was born of a noble family, in a province 
of the Venetian territories. He was distinguished for 
the brilliancy and beauty of his hues atad tints. The 
most charming lights and shadows of nature fell from hit 
pencil, and in the magic of coloring he stands without a 
rivdl. There are iifly pictures of this artist to be seen 
at Venice, in which four different styles are distinctly 
visible. In all these we can trace the steps by which 
he rose to excellence. 

^ 15. Corregio comes next before us, rising fVom the 
bosom of poverty, without master, or means, or even the 
advantages of a common education. He had not visited 
Rome, and had seen none of the master pieces of art. 
The wonders of ancient painting and sculpture were 
unknown to him, but he studied the beauties of nature, 
iind broke forth witH a splendor of genius almost miracu- 
lous. The fame of Raphael tempted him to go to Rome. 
He stood before the pictures of this great artist, gazing 

^».*— -I.I IIMI I II ■ I IIIMI - I. II II .1 I I I I — .^— .■» 

14. lltian? Hiavorka? 15. Corteeio? Hi. vint to Rom. ? 

13 
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io oUeace on them, till he broke forth with the exclmiuMr 
lioa, '* I also am a painter!" 

16. The grace an4 harmony of thia artist are woode^f 
(Ul. '* Every thing I see/' si^d a celebrated painter o^ 
be.holdiQg his works half a. century afterwards, '^aatcoix 
i^es me; particularly the coloring and beauty of tha 
children, who live, breathe and smile, with so mack 
sweetness and vivacity, that we are constrained to syai»*. 
patht^e in their enjoyment." It is painful to refleet, that 
the wonderful genius of Corregio nevei raised him frooa 
poverty and obscurity. 

n. His death was a sad one. Having gone to Parpwt^ 
on one occasion, to receive fifly crowns, he was paid ia 
% sort of copper coin, called quadrinos. Overjoyed b^- 
w)Mtt be considered so. large a sum, and eager to displaip 
his treaspre to his wife, he set off on a very sultry da^ 
with the load of coin, and carried it to his owa residence^ 
tif^slve miles firomihe cily. The fiitigue threw himi^to 
a pleurisy, of which be died. Corregio was remarkaUj 
original, in aU his designs and conceptions. An ^i4 
French writer observed, Aat his pencil seems to \mm 
}^pn always guided by the band of an angel. 

)3. The mo9t eminent of the pupils of Bapbaei wen 
jTiilio Romano. During ikn U& time of his m^tster, tm 
painted with hipi ,aad under his direction, and kept hit 

ig. His veniiffkftUe powisrs ? Ssraiark of a cifeiebrated punteft 
17.«. Circumstances pf bia death? Obfleiswtion of an old Fmaek 
wiiter? 18. Whatissaidof JiUioB4uniuiQ^ Uispaiatingsf 
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QHtural taste for the terrible aad violent within profpfe^^ 
limits. In his early efforts he was oiily graceful loui 
pleasing, but when he gave himself up to his own imagi- 
lUition^ all were astonished by the boldness of his style, 
the grandeur of his designs; and the fire of his composir 
tion. Julio died at JVIantua in the year 1546. Most, 
of his best performances are contained in a fine palace, 
near that city built under his direction. 

19. Francesco Ma^zola flourished at about the Bum», 
period. He possessed a lively invention, and painted in 
an easy and graceful style. When the Spaniards entered. 
Rome, and pillaged the city, Mazzola continued at his 
work as though he had been in entire security. It 19 : 
daid that some soldiers, who entered his house, were sa 
much struck y/^ith his courage, as well as wijth the beaiily 
of his paintings, that they lelfc him uninjured. Ifi.hii: 
llUer days he devoted himself to the study of ch^miaipy-t: 
UL which he lost both his money and his/health, 

20, Tintoretto, a pupil of Titian, and one gf lh#, 
greatest ornaments of the Venetian school, imitated his 
master in brilliancy of coloring, and Michael Angelo id 
grandeur of design. All Venice was filled with his fto^ 
d^etions. He loved his profession, and seems to have 
worked for amusement rather than profit. His despatek 
was wonderful. He died at a very advanced age. Hi4 

m mi I ■ ■ !■ . Ill I r I II , .1 ... I I »i»i^— , _ I 1 

Id. Fraaoesco Mazzola? Anecdote? 90. Tintoretto?' 1M» 
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daughter Maria Tintoretto was one of the most accom^ 
plished women of her time, and was celebrated as a 
painter of portraits. Paul Veronese was a native of 
Verona, and a rival of Tintoretto. His coloring is fresb 
and magnificent. Many of his -works still remain in the 
churches and palaces of Venice. 

31. Towards the close of the sixteenth century, anew 
school of painters was founded at Bologna. It is gene-' 
rally called the acadamy of the Caracci, being founded 
by three artists of that name. Of the pupils of this 
school, Domenichino is particularly deserving of mention. 
He was of a gentle, thoughtful and studious disposition, 
loving solitude, and patient of labor. When at th& 
academy, he worked so industriously that his fellow 
students used jestingly to call him the Ox, and to say 
that he labored like that animal at the plough. *' The 
Ox^" said his master, *< will in time make the ground so 
fruitful, that painting itself- will be fed by what it pro- 
duces|f' 

' 22. It was the custom of Domenichino, to assume for 
the time the passion he was representing. While at his 
Irork he was often heard to laugh, weep and talk aloud, 
so that a stranger would have supposed him out. of his 
senses. In the latter part of his life, he was exposed to 
the most bitter jealousy and persecution. So great was 
— ' — --■ 

^^. Hew ichool? 4ts founders? Domenichind? 22. Custom 
of Domenichino? His death? 
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his fear of being poisoned, that he was in the habit of 
preparing all his food with his own hand. He died ttt 
Naples. 

23. Guido Reni was otie of the most charming and 
gracefal painters, that Italy ever produced. His female 
forms are models of beauty. He excelled in the expres- 
sion of the mouth, in the easy fold of the drapery, and 
in the air of sweetness and tenderness which he diffused 
over the whole face; In the latter years of his life, he 
was carried away by an immoderate passion for gam- 
bling, and worked with great rapidity to procure the 
means of satisfying it. He worked with negligence, 
regardless of his fame, sometimes retouching the pictures 
of his pupils, and selling them for his own. When in 
great want, he would sell his paintings at any price, and 
he finally became so tleeply involved in debt, that his 
embarrassments led to his death. 

24. Caravaggio was another celebrated pupil of this 
academy. His style of painting was strong and true to 
nature. Having challenged an Italian named Tomasino, 
the latter replied that he was not a knight, and would not 
fight with his inferior. Nettled by this reply, the artist 
hastened to Malta, performed his vows, and received, the 
order of knighthood as a serving-brother. He then 
returned to Rome, with the intention of forcing his 
enemy to meet him, but a fever put an end to his life. 

r .11 ■ . , , . I ^ , g-> i . . . . 

23. Guldo Reni? His passioh for gambling? Death ? fU. C|tf- 
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35. Many other painters of genius flouriskedy before 
the light of the art was extinguished in Italy. Tine 
history of Italian painting terminates with Salyator 
Rosa, a -man of wonderful genius, and celebrated aldo 
•8 a musician and poet. His taste was formed fVom the 
study of nature, in the wildness of the Appenines. 
He delighted in scenes of gloomy grandeur and terror, 
and communicated great interest to his work, by the 
boldness of his conceptions, and the truth of his repre- 
sentations. He worked for some time in obscurity at 
Naples, till he was generously assisted and recommend 
ed, by a brother artist, to favor and patronage. 

26. He removed to Rome, where he established his 
reputation, and rose to celebrity and wealth. Visiting 
Florence, he was employed and generously patronised 
by the members of the Medici family. Returning to 
Rome, he painted many pictures for the churches in thai 
45ity, where he died in 1673. 

27. On account of his satirical wit, he was excluded 
from the Roman academy. Some time afler, the acade- 
my refused admission to another artist, who practised 
surgery as well as painting. On this rejection Salvator 
Bo^a expressed his surprise, by saying, that it was very 
unwise in the academy, as they had great need of a 
surgeon to replace the legs and arms that the members 

daily dislocated. 
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S5. Salv&tor Rosa? His early life? 26. Removal to Rome? 
Progress? 27. Anecdote? 
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m. Sculpture was never cultivated in Rome, as a 
native acquirement. The art was practised in that city, 
only by artists from Greece. One 'of the most distin- 
guished restorers of the art to modern Italy was Dona* 
tello, a Florentine. In the Florence gallery is a cele- 
brated marble statue of St. George, by this artist. He 
Stands upright, his hands resting on the shield before 
.him. Michael Angelo, after admiring this statue for 
some time in silence, expressed how much he was 
delighted with it by the exclamation ' March.* It was 
to another statue of Donatello, that the same'great artist 
exclaimed, ** Mark, why don't you speak to me." 

29. Torrigiano was a contemporary of Michael An- 
gelo. He executed the monument of Henry V. of 
£ngland, in Westminster Abbey. His death happened 
in a very melancholy manner. Having gone to Spain, 
he was employed by a nobleman to execute a Madonna 
and infant Christ in marble. The group being finished, 
two lackeys, loaded with money, were sent to remunerate 
the artist, and to bring home the work. On opening the 
bags, Torrigiano found that they contained nothing but 
brass coin, amounting to a very small value. This 
disappointment so enraged him, that he took his mallet, 
broke the image to pieces, and dismissed the lackeys 
with their load of farthings. Enraged at this insult theit 
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master impeached the sculptor as an heretic and infidel, 
and he was condemned to lose his life by torture. To 
aroid the horrors of an axecution he starved himself to 
death in prison. 

30. The most distinguished ^name, in the modern his- 
tory of sculpture, is that of Canova. This artist was 
born in 1757, and in his youth followed the humble 
occupation of a stone-cutter. At the age of fourteen^ 
he went to Venice, where, by the benevolence of the 
fathers of a convent, he was enabled to set up a work- 
shop. After a hard struggle with poverty for fifleen 
years, he produced his first great work, the monument 
of Pope Ganganelli, in St. Peter's church. This was 
followed by a series of beautiful works, which are known 
and admired in every part of Europe. 

31. It is particularly in representing the innocence or 
childhood, and the grace of "beauty, that Canova excels 
all others, and even himself. His dancing Nymphs, his 
infant Loves, and his laughing Grraces, are beautiful 
almost beyond Imagination. One of his most admired 
works was a statue of Washington, which was placed in 
the state house of Raleigh, North Carolina, and was 
there almost destroyed by fire in 1831. The death of 
Canova is a loss thai will not soon be made good to 
Italian art. 

I* 
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CHAPTER XXIX. , 

Rome as it is, St, Peter^s church. View from its summit. 
The streets. Pilgrims and penitents. Palm ^ Sunday, 
The Carnival, Improvisatori, Reflections. 

1. You have now read the story of Rome, from itar 
humble origin, to the bright days of its pride and magnifi- 
cence, and the sad days of its decline and decay. You 
have read about the fair and beautiful country, in which 
it is situated, and the splendid cities that rose in the 
middle ages, almost to rival Rome in the interest of their 
history, and the beauty of their monuments. But little 
now remains. 

2. Stand with me upon the top of St. Peter's, and 
look down upon the great city that has so long been the 
admiration of the world. We have ascended by the 
broad paved road, that is large enough, to afford a safe 
passage for the mules and horses, which are continually 
Ascending it, laden with stones a^d lime. The roof of 
this church seems like a little city by itself* It is cov-» 
ered with small houses and work-shops, for the laborers 
who are employed in the never ending repairs of the 
church. 

3. We will go up still higher, ascending the great 

' 1. What is said of Rome ? 2. St. Peter's ? 3. View from its 
fummit? 
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dome, and looking down into the fearful depth of the 
church, upon the human forms, that are creeping about 
below. They look like emmets, so diminutive and insi^ 
nificant do they become by the distance ! We have now 
reached the very summit of the dome, and gaze around 
upon the immense and interesting prospect that is ptre- 
sented to us. 

4. A beautiful amphitheatre of hills stretches round 
on three sides of the blue horizon. Behind, the Appe* 
pines are rearing their sullen and snow-crowned suraiiMts 
high into the air. The yellow stream of the Tiber, ia 
its many windings, is gleaming through the waste which 
it waters; and far, far beyond, the blue bosom of the 
Mediterranean is bright with the sunbeams. At our 
feet are the churches and palaces of Rome, the eternal 
city, the birthplace and the monument of the Caesars, 
and still the scat of a faith, whose ministers have wielded 
a more extensive and a more absolute sway in her de- 
cline, than the proudest of her emperors ever wielded 
in the hour of her glory, 

5. We will leave St. Peter's, and walk about the 
streets. It is a time of a religious festival. The city is 
crowded with pilgrims, who, with their staves, their 
scrips, their cockle shells and their oil-skin tippets, 
remind us of an age that has gone by. Processions of 
penitents are gliding like shadows in the streets, covered 
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xvitfa long dark robes, which -pass over the head, and 
have holes cut for the eyes. .They are girded with 
ropes, bear skulls and bones, and are preceded by a large 
black cross. 

6. We will take an opportunity to look in at the Sis* 
tine chapel, on Palm Sunday. His highness the Pope 
enters, and takes his throne. He is dressed in a robe 
of gold and scarlet. The cardinals enter with him, 
arrayed in garments that resemble carved gold. Each 
kisses the Pope's hand, and afler some little chanting 
and singing, two palm branches, seven or eight feet in 
length, are brought to the Pope ; who, after raising over 
them a cloud of incense, bestows his benediction upon 
them. Then a great number of small palm branches 
are brought, and one is presented to every cardinal as 
he mounts the throne. £ach kisses the Pope's hand, 
and the palm, and retires. Then follow the archbishops, 
who kiss the Pope's hand and toe; followed by the infe- 
rior members of the clergy, who are only allowed to 
kiss his toe. 

f$ 7. The higher officers of the church having thus been 
provided with palms, each of the lower officers receives 
a branch of olive, to which, as well as to the palms, a 
cross is suspended. At length, the procession is drawn 
up in order to move. At tlie close of the procession, 

4 

6. Mention tFie contents of this paragraph. 7. Describe the 
progress and conclusion of the ceremonies. 
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the Pope is borne on men's shoulders, in a chair of state, 
under a crimson canopy. After moving round a hall 
behind the chapel, the procession returns, and find the 
gates closed upon them. Afler chanting for a few min- 
utes, the gates are opened, and the church officers return 
to their seats. Then follows a long and bustling service, 
and the ceremonies are concluded, by the cardinals em- 
bracing and kissing each other. 

8. The Carnival is a famous festival at Rome, and we 
will take one peep at its gaieties, before we bid a fare- 
well to the great city. It begins after Christmas day, 
and presents a succession of lively and fantastic scenes. 
This revelry takes place in one of the public streets. 
The windows and balconies are hung with rich draperies, 
and filled with gay spectators. Crowds of people, 
masked and unmasked, parade on the pavements; and 
two rows of carriages, close behind each other, make a 
continual promenade. 

9. The crowd carry on a war, by pelting each other 
with large handfuls of what ought to be sugar plums.. 
As these, however, are too expensive, the articles used 
are a kind of plaster comfits, the dust from which com- 
pletely whitens the garments of the combatants. 

10. Every day of the masquerade, the scene becomes 
more and more crowded, and animated* On the last, 



.8. The Carnival? 9. War of comfits? 10. Description of the 
Carnival ? 
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the number of the masks is much increased, the skir- 
mishes of sweetmeats and lime dust become vastly spir-> 
ited, and the shouts of joy and revelry almost exceed 
description. The revel ends with esctinguishing the Car- 
nival just before dark, when all the masks appear with 
lighted tapers, each striving to blow out his neighbor's 
candle, and to keep in his own. The whole of this is 
amusing in the highest degree. 

11. In former times, the masking of the Carnival used 
to be much more splendid than it is at present. Oriental 
kings, followed by trains of slaves; cars of victory, with, 
laurel-crowned heroes; Roman processions; and trium- 
phant Bacchus, with his crew of Fauns and drunken 
revellers, were represented by the more wealthy an<J 
fashionable of the crowd. 

12. The amusements of the Carnival are always pre- 
ceded by a public j^xecution. If any criminals are 
destined to capital punishment, they are reserved for this^^ 
sad occasion. The object of this is to hold out to the 
populace the terror of the law, in order to restrain them 
from the commission of crimes, to which the unbounded 
license of the festival might otherwise lead. A number 
of penitents attend these unhappy men to the scaffold, in 
melancholy procession. 

13. But we must not leave Rome, without hearing one 

11. What is said of masking ? 12. Public execution ? 
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of the impravisaiori. These are poets who compose, 
and recite, verses on any subject that is givea to them, 
with great rapidity and beauty. A crowd are gathered 
about one of these poets, a number of subjects are 
sealed and thrown into a vase, he takes one of then, 
and, after waiting a few minutes to coUect himself, he 
pours forth strains of fervent and rich poetry,, which 
chain the company in admiration to the spot. 

14. And now farewell to the Eternal City I Farewell 
to the beautiful lands, which are covered with such niag- 
nificent monuments of art, and blessed with such profuse 
bounties of nature ! We will go back to the humble and 
unpretending homes of our own country, and to tli^ 
stubborn soil, which yields its harvest, only to the band 
of laborious industry. We will return,, without a s^h. 
for the splendor we have left; because we return to 
happy firesides, and to a virtuous people. 
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